(Translated from Arabic)
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia shares the concern of the international community
regarding the impact on the humanitarian situation in the Republic of Yemen caused by the
conflict that continues to rage throughout the country. The current situation is the result of
the military escalation by the Houthis and forces loyal to the deposed president, who have
appropriated weaponry — including missile systems — from military and security
institutions in Yemen with the aim of seizing power. Saudi Arabia is also concerned by the
fact that the safety of the people of Yemen has been seriously jeopardized and their
economic potential put at great risk. Faced with such events, and at the direct request of the
legitimate President of Yemen, the Coalition to Support Legitimacy in Yemen has
intervened in support of the lawful Government. It has imposed an embargo with the aim of
preventing the entry of all banned goods that could be of use to the Houthi militias or forces
loyal to former President Saleh and, ultimately, of securing peace, protecting the territorial
integrity of the country and the safety of the people, bolstering their economic potential and
ensuring the security of neighbouring States.
The Coalition to Support Legitimacy in Yemen has been careful to comply with
international humanitarian and human rights law during all its military operations and its
activities to assist the legitimate Yemeni Government in enforcing the embargo on banned
goods, in accordance with the relevant Security Council resolutions and pursuant to its
obligation to protect civilians and shield them from the effects of the conflict.
In order to protect the flow of commercial goods and foodstuffs into the country, the
Coalition has established an evacuation and humanitarian operations unit through which, in
a timely fashion, it issues permits to all vessels entering Yemen, including those destined
for ports under the control of the Houthi militia and forces loyal to former President Saleh.
Simplified regulatory measures have been introduced to ensure that the necessary permits
can be issued promptly and that no aid vessels are prevented or delayed from docking,
regardless of whether they are destined for ports under the control of the legitimate
Government or the rebel groups. The necessary permits have also been issued to all aircraft
belonging to the United Nations and other international organizations, regardless of their
airport of destination.
As of 3 January 2017, the evacuation and humanitarian operations unit has issued
2,104 air-transport permits, 1,897 sea-transport permits and 1,071 land-transport permits.
Additionally, since the start of operations, the verification and inspection centre in Djibouti
has issued 246 permits for vessels destined for Al-Hudaydah, 39 permits for Salif and 16
permits for Ra’s `Aysa. It has also issued 153,996 permits for air passengers across 1,372
flights, in addition to permits for 856 flights organized by international organizations.
Import permits have also been granted for 38,396,589,239 tonnes of food products,
transported in 21,459 shipping containers, as well as for 2,100,482,584 tonnes of oil
derivatives, 114,992,829 kilograms of medical supplies and 740,404,816 tonnes of
commercial products. Entry permits have been granted for 9,445 cars, 15,585 shipping
containers and 130,578 foot passengers. Furthermore, the Coalition to Support Legitimacy
in Yemen had responded to 2,304 requests for non-targeting in order to allow the products
and humanitarian aid in question to reach people in need.
In response to the humanitarian situation in Yemen and the effect of the ongoing
conflict on the humanitarian situation throughout the country, the Government of Saudi
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Arabia has provided aid via the King Salman Centre for Relief and Humanitarian Work to
the value of US$ 456 million.
The Coalition to Support Legitimacy in Yemen has not refused to grant a permit to
any shipment destined for a Yemeni port. On the other hand, the Houthi militia and the
forces loyal to former President Saleh have deliberately obstructed the entry of commercial
vessels into ports under their control and have introduced arbitrary measures, as a result of
which vessels have begun to accumulate at the ports of Al-Hudaydah, Salif and Ra’s `Aysa.
A total of 46 vessels currently lie within the anchorage and waiting areas, all of which have
been granted permits by the Coalition. Furthermore, the militias have seized the
humanitarian aid and commercial goods on board and have used them to support their
military efforts and revolutionary activities.
Saudi Arabia is fully aware of the need to shield civilians and civilian facilities from
the effects of the conflict that continues to rage in all areas of Yemen as a result of the
military escalation within Yemeni territory by the Houthis and the forces loyal to the
former president. It therefore reiterates unequivocally that it is making every effort,
alongside the Coalition to Support Legitimacy in Yemen, to provide effective assistance
and support to facilitate the importation of both humanitarian aid and commercial goods
into Yemeni territory. The propaganda spread by the rebels that the Coalition is blocking
the delivery of humanitarian aid is completely unfounded.
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