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In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

Ref. 2050/2978493

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations
Office and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and with reference
to the UA IRN 3 /2026 dated 9 April 2026 enclosed with the Joint Urgen Appeal from
Special Procedures, has the honor to transmit herewith, comments from the High
Council for Human Rights of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights the assurances of its highest consideration.

Geneva, 21 July 2026
4 /

f

Office of the United Nations

High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 10

Emails: registry(@ohchr.org




sl gy b e nal g

The Islamic Republic of Iran ":;:':‘:LF(&?O
Judiciary ka M
Deputy for International Affalre No: Date: m:uar:.:":;;:;"a::::“ o
In the Name of God

The Islamic Republic of Iran, while presenting its highest respect, announces the following
points for consideration regarding the allegations raised in the joint correspondence by the Special
Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights in Iran and the Special Rapporteur on Torture and
other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, concerning Ms. Lindsay Foreman
and Mr. Craig Foreman (with reference number UA IRN 3/2026):

A. Legality of the arrest and judicial proceedings

The claims in the correspondence that the arrest was arbitrary and that there was no legal
basis for the prosecution of the individuals named do not correspond to the facts of the case and
the regulations governing the criminal procedure system of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Their
arrest and prosecution were carried out on the basis of an order from a competent judicial authority
and within the framework of the laws and regulations of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The charges
attributed to the individuals named, including crimes related to espionage and national security,
are, like other legal systems, subject to specific legal considerations and requirements, and their
handling requires compliance with the confidentiality of investigations and the preservation of
public security. Therefore, the failure to publicly disclose the details of the case cannot in any way
be considered as a lack of legal basis for the arrest or its arbitrariness.

Also, according to the laws of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the arrest of individuals is only
possible based on the order of a competent judicial authority, and judicial officers do not have the
authority to arrest independent of the decision of the judicial authority. The issuance and
continuation of a temporary detention order is also carried out only in exceptional cases, upon |
meeting legal conditions and under the supervision of a judicial authority. Therefore, the
conclusions presented in the present correspondence regarding the arrest of the aforementioned
individuals do not comply with the legal framework governing the criminal proceedings of the
Islamic Republic of Iran.

B. Compliance with fair trial guarantees and defense rights

The perceptions reflected in the correspondence regarding the failure to comply with fair
trial guarantees also lack sufficient and verifiable documentation. The legal system of the Islamic
Republic of Iran has provided extensive guarantees to protect the rights of the accused. The right
to access a lawyer from the beginning of being under surveillance, the right to choose a lawyer,
the right to benefit from a court-appointed lawyer in prescribed cases, the right to be informed of
the charges, the right to inform the family, the right to a medical examination and other defense
rights are all stipulated in the Code of Criminal Procedure and the Judicial Security Document,
and their observance is mandatory for judicial authorities and officers.
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Also, according to Article 38 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the
provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure, any coercion to obtain a confession or obtain
information is prohibited, and a confession resulting from coercion or unwillingness is legally
invalid. Furthermore, in addition to providing for these guarantees in domestic law, the Islamic
Republic of Iran has also taken into account the principles of fair trial and the rights of defense of
the accused in implementing its international obligations, and judicial authorities are obliged to
observe them within the framework of established laws.

C. Detention conditions, medical services and the application of legal restrictions

Regarding detention conditions, the Islamic Republic of Iran emphasizes that domestic
laws and regulations, including the Executive Regulations of the Prisons Organization as well as
the Judicial Security Document, stipulate the preservation of the human dignity of prisoners, the
provision of health and medical services, welfare facilities, the possibility of contact with their
families and continuous monitoring of their condition, and that the competent authorities are
responsible for implementing these regulations. Also, contrary to the description provided in the
correspondence, in the official detention centers of the Islamic Republic of Iran there is no structure
known as a ‘solitary confinement cell’ in the sense described in certain reports. In exceptional
cases, the use of separate units is carried out solely within the framework of legal regulations, with
the necessary facilities provided and under the supervision of the competent authorities

The laws of the Islamic Republic of Iran also guarantee prisoners' right to receive medical
services and care at all stages of supervision, detention, and execution of punishment, and in the
event of any claim being made about the physical or mental condition of individuals, the necessary
legal mechanisms are foreseen to investigate and address it.

It is obvious that prisoners’ enjoyment of certain legal facilities and privileges, including
telephone calls, visits, and other communication facilities, also requires compliance with the
regulations governing the maintenance of order, security, and discipline in penal institutions. The
Jaws and regulations governing the prison organization provide for the imposition of proportionate,
necessary, and temporary restrictions under the supervision of competent authorities in the event
of abuse of these facilities or their use contrary to their legally prescribed purposes.

In the present case, certain temporary restrictions on access to communication facilities
were also imposed, following the establishment of the misuse of the granted facilities and the
transmission of information which, based on the reviews conducted, was inconsistent with the facts
of the case and the conditions of detention, and which was subsequently published through the
diplomatic mission of the individuals’ respective state in that country’s media. These measures
were taken with the aim of preventing the continuation of such conduct and preserving the order,
security, and proper administration of the correctional facility. The measures were carried out
within the framework of the relevant laws and regulations, in compliance with the principles of
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necessity and proportionality, and under the supervision of the competent authorities. They were
administrative, preventive, and protective in nature; therefore, they cannot be regarded as an
arbitrary deprivation of prisoners’ rights or as an action contrary to legal and human rights
obligations.

D. Evaluation of the sources and documentation relied upon

The Islamic Republic of Iran notes that a substantial part of the information reflected in the
present communication is based on material published in unofficial media sources or sources
whose contents could not be independently verified and which are not supported by official
documents, judicial decisions, or verifiable information. Reliance on such information and the
repetition thereof without independent examination and without obtaining information from the
competent official authorities does not appear to be consistent with the principles of impartiality,
accuracy, objectivity, and verification, which constitute professional requirements of human rights
reporting.

E. Conclusion

The Islamic Republic of Iran rejects the allegations concerning the lack of a legal basis for
detention, the systematic violation of fair trial guarantees, and the instrumental use of foreign
nationals in judicial proceedings. It emphasizes that judicial proceedings in the Islamic Republic
of Iran are conducted solely on the basis of statutory laws, the evidence contained in the case file,
and the decisions of competent judicial authorities. The nationality of individuals has no bearing
on their enjoyment of legal rights and guarantees, and foreign nationals, like all other persons,
benefit from the rights provided for under the laws and regulations of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Reiterating its commitment to the rule of law, the independence of the Judiciary, respect
for the rights of individuals, and the guarantee of fair trial within the framework of national laws
and regulations, The Islamic Republic of Iran is of the view that the genuine advancement of
human rights requires constructive dialogue, respect for the principle of State sovereignty, and
adherence to the principles of impartiality, objectivity, non-selectivity, and reliance on accurate,
credible, and verifiable information. The Islamic Republic of Iran expresses its readiness to
continue constructive engagement with the human rights mechanisms of the United Nations,
within the framework of their respective mandates and on the basis of mutual respect and expects
that all reports and communications will likewise be prepared and formulated in accordance with
these principles and based on documented, balanced, and verifiable information.
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