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In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

Ref. 2050/2826607

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations
Office and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and with reference
to the UA IRN 1/2026 dated 9 January 2026 enclosed with the Urgent Appeal from
Special Procedures, has the honor to transmit herewith, comments from the High
Council for Human Rights of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights the assurances of its highest consideration.

Geneva, 18 February 2026

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 10
Emails: registry@ohchr.org
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Beputy for International Affaive

In the Name of God

In relation to the correspondence dated January 9, 2026 (Reference No. UA
IRN 1/2026) concerning the allegations related to the events that have occurred since
late December 2025 in Iran, the following points are hereby submitted for
clarification:

Introduction

- At the outset, the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran reiterates its firm
commitment to the promotion and protection of human rights, within the
framework of the Constitution, domestic laws, and its international obligations,
including those arising from the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights and the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

- The events referred to in the correspondence took place within a context shaped
by economic pressures arising from unilateral, unlawful, and coercive sanctions
imposed by the United States of America and certain Western countries;
sanctions whose documented adverse impact on the enjoyment by the people of
Iran of their economic and social rights have repeatedly been underscored by
independent international bodies.

- Although certain assemblies initially commenced in the form of expressing
livelihood-related demands, credible security, judicial, and field evidence
indicates that a significant portion of these events rapidly departed from the
framework of peaceful protest and, as a result of prior planning, external support,
extensive media operations and disinformation campaigns, as well as the
presence and active involvement of terrorist and extremist elements affiliated
with foreign networks, were driven toward organized unrest, violence, and
insecurity.
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- It is recalled that a clear distinction must be drawn between protesters, whose
lawful rights are recognized within the legal system of Iran, and rioters, violent
actors, and terrorists who committed criminal acts such as armed attacks,
arson, extensive destruction of public and private property, and the targeting of
citizens and law enforcement and security personnel. The official positions of
the authorities of the Islamic Republic of Iran have consistently been directed at
confronting rioters and perpetrators of violence, and not peaceful protesters.

Claims Regarding Fatalities and Injuries

- The Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran categorically rejects the
general, undocumented, and generalized statistics that have been presented in
this regard. The available information and documentation indicate that a
significant portion of those who lost their lives were ordinary citizens and law
enforcement personnel who were deliberately targeted within the framework of
an organized project of “fabricated killing”, aimed at attributing the deaths to
security forces and generating international pressure. Regrettably, children who
lost their lives also died in the context of these criminal and terrorist acts, and
not as a result of any policy or practice on the part of the government.

- It is self-evident that the loss of any human life is a cause of deep sorrow. In
accordance with the laws of the Islamic Republic of Iran, all cases of suspicious
deaths are, as appropriate, subject to independent and impartial judicial
investigation and review.

- By order of the President, the names of all those who lost their lives in the recent
incidents have been published. At his emphasis, a session of the Headquarters
for Reviewing the January 2026 Incidents has been convened, chaired by the
First Vice President and attended by several cabinet members as well as a
number of officials from other bodies. The focus of these meetings is a thorough
examination of root causes, repairing societal divides, and preventing the
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recurrence of such events. In the sessions of this Headquarters, meetings have
been held with university professors, experts, reference groups, and
representatives of various segments of society in order to directly hear criticisms,
voices, and proposed solutions.

Arrests and the Status of Individuals, Including Children

- The arrests carried out during the recent incidents were conducted in accordance
with legal regulations and under the order and supervision of judicial
authorities. Arbitrary detention is explicitly prohibited under the laws of Iran.

- With regard to children and students, it should be clarified that nearly all minors
who were temporarily detained were released on the same day of their arrest
upon obtaining a written undertaking. This measure was taken in full
compliance with domestic laws and Iran’s obligations under the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, as well as the principle of detention as a measure of last
resort.

Use of Force by Law Enforcement Officers

- The law enforcement forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran operate within the
framework of strict legal regulations and in accordance with the principles set
forth in the “United Nations Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms
by Law Enforcement Officials”. The use of force is resorted to solely when
necessary and in a proportionate manner, in order to address serious and
imminent threats to individuals’ lives, public security, and social order,
including armed attacks and terrorist acts.

Medical Facilities and Healthcare Personnel

- Claims regarding systematic attacks or assaults on medical facilities are
rejected. Iranian law emphasizes the neutrality of medical centers and the
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necessity of ensuring access to medical services for all. If specific allegations
are raised, they are addressed within the framework of legal investigations,
taking into account the potential misuse of medical facilities by violent

elements as shelters or operational bases.
Claims Regarding Torture and Forced Confessions

The Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran explicitly prohibits any form
of torture and coercion to obtain confessions, and any confession obtained
under pressure has no legal validity. Statements by defendants are obtained
voluntarily and under judicial supervision in accordance with legal
regulations, and claims to the contrary have no credible basis.

Guarantees of Fair Trial

The legal system of Iran provides extensive guarantees for a fair trial, including:

» The right to access a lawyer from the outset of the judicial process;

« Judicial oversight over all actions restricting freedom;

+ The principle of public hearings;

The multi-level appellate procedure, particularly in cases involving serious

¢crimes,

It should be noted that the death penalty is applied only in exceptional cases and
solely for the most serious crimes, and only after thorough judicial processes in
accordance with the Islamic Republic of Iran’s interpretation of Article 6 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

Conclusion

The Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran emphasizes that the events
in question, although initially beginning as protests, ultimately escalated into
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riots, unrest, and organized terrorist acts due to the planning and intervention
of foreign and hostile elements. Responding to such threats is not only a
sovereign right of the government but also part of its positive obligations to
protect the right to life, security, and dignity of all citizens.

- The special emphasis by media outlets affiliated with anti-Iranian currents on
“fabricated killings”, attributing every death or incident to security and law
enforcement forces, targeting rioters on the scene by hired terrorists, or even
linking deaths that occurred before the days of unrest to the armed forces, and
the resulting propaganda campaigns aimed at shaping global public opinion,
which led to the adoption of UN resolutions and political statements by UN
officials, has no common ground with the legal and political principles of the
Islamic Republic of Iran. Opponents of the Islamic Republic of Iran, by
repeatedly using terms and expressions such as “extrajudicial killing,”
“systematic killing,” and even “policy of killing” in their news and media,
attempt, through orchestrated campaigns and absurd propaganda shows, to
place the Islamic Republic of Iran under accusation for crimes against
humanity. Meanwhile, in the legal system of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
which is derived from the principles and teachings of Islamic law, human life
is regarded as a divine gift and a sacred trust. According to explicit verses of
the Holy Qur’an: “And We have certainly honored the children of Adam” (Al-
Isra, 70) and “And do not kill the soul which Allah has forbidden [to be killed]
except by right” (Al-lIsra, 33), the dignity, sanctity, and protection of human
life are among the most precious legal and moral values.

- The Islamic Republic of Iran once again affirms its readiness to continue
constructive dialogue based on good faith, comprehensive facts, and verifiable

information.
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