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The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations
Office and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and with reference
to the AL IRN 19/2025 dated 03 December 2025 enclosed with the Joint
Communication from Special Procedures, has the honor to transmit herewith, comments
from the High Council for Human Rights of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights the assurances of its highest consideration.

Geneva, 03 Febrpiary 2026

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

Palais des Nations
CH-1211 Geneva 10
Emails: registry@ohchr.org
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Regarding the correspondence from a number of mandate holders of the
Human Rights Council (Reference No. AL IRN 19/2025), dated 3 December 2025,
concerning the situation of certain prisons in the country, the following points are
provided to clarify the claims raised. Although these claims have largely been
raised in foreign and hostile media outlets against the Islamic Republic of Iran and,
in general, lack any legal basis or supporting documentation, the matters were
nevertheless examined through on-the-ground investigations, the results of which
are announced as follows:

Regarding the claims raised about Qarchak Women’s Prison, it is stated that:

- Given the physical space of Qarchak Women’s Prison, with an area of
30,000 square meters, the number of inmates is commensurate with the
institution’s nominal capacity. However, at times and under special
circumstances, such as the situation that arose following the Zionist regime’s
attack on Evin Prison which necessitated the temporary transfer of some
inmates to other prisons, there may be the possibility of inmates sleeping on
the floor. These conditions were temporary in nature, and at present, there
are no inmates sleeping on the floor in this prison.

- Qarchak (Shahr-e Rey) Women’s Prison is in appropriate sanitary condition
and benefits from adequate environmental health and sanitation measures.
Continuous monitoring and assessment of its hygienic conditions are carried
out on an ongoing basis by environmental health experts stationed at the
prison.

- At present, the water needs of Qarchak Women’s Prison (both potable and
non-potable) are supplied through three sources: the rural water distribution
network, an RO (reverse osmosis) purification system for drinking water,
and a well for non-potable uses (such as washing, bathing, and facilities).
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These are all subject to the control and supervision of the Rey County Health
Center and the prison’s health and medical unit.

- Following the military attack by the Zionist regime of Israel on Evin Prison
in June 2025, all prisoners were transferred from Evin Detention Center to
other prisons along with all their personal belongings and medications. The
transferred prisoners also continued their course of medical treatment in the
new prisons under the supervision of prison physicians.

- The meal plan of the women’s prison, like that of other prisons across the
country, is implemented in accordance with the provisions of the
comprehensive dietary program issued by the Headquarters of the Prisons
Organization. This program is designed in line with standards as well as the
dietary habits and food cultures of different regions and climates of the
country (including various Iranian and local dishes), and ensures the
provision of the required standard caloric intake.

_ Considering the classification plan, pregnant mothers and mothers with
young children under 2 years of age, for whom childcare outside the prison
is not feasible, are provided with a separate hall and suitable conditions,
along with special meals for both children and pregnant mothers. A pediatric
specialist visits this institution once a week to examine sick children.

- According to Article 158 of the Prisons Organization Regulations, the
following provisions shall be observed regarding female prisoners:

a) Mothers in prison may keep their infant children in the institution
until they are 2 years old. The aforementioned period may be
extended up to 6 years with the approval of the Classification Council;

b) Social workers are required to arrange for the children to be placed
with their families, and if the families do not accept them, with the
welfare department or competent institutions, in compliance with
paragraph "a" of this article;

¢) The [detention] institution is required to provide sanitary facilities for
female prisoners and appropriate nutrition for imprisoned mothers and
their accompanying children in the institution;

d) Pregnant women, infants and their mothers are placed on a special
diet.

2
Address: No 49, Esfandyar Blvd, Valiasr 5t, Tehran, Iran

www.humanrights.ir Tel: +9821-22023287-9 Fax: +9821-22015252



)

% sud g e 1l %l 3
Ty < s =)
6, Q= <‘(§<,
“o
% braast
High Council for Humsn Rights of
she Estamie Republic of Lren

The ishamic Republic of Iran

Judiciary
No: Date:

Deputy for Tnternationsl Affaire

Note: The head of the [detention] institution, in cooperation with competent
organizations, makes the necessary arrangements to establish a kindergarten in the
institution so that children aged 2 to 6 years, subject to paragraph "a", may receive
appropriate education there with the consent of the mother or if the child's best
interests so require.

- In addition, according to Article 42 of the Executive Regulations of the
Prisons Organization, pregnant female prisoners or women who have their
young children with them in prison should not be separated or transferred to
separate units under any circumstances, even if they commit a violation or
crime in prison.

- Also, with regard to the Bill on the Preservation of Dignity and the Provision
of Security for Women against Violence, the legal and advisory opinion of
the Prisons Organization about certain considerations related to the
incarceration of women in prisons (including the adoption of a clear policy
and regulations governing the conduct of prison staff in order to provide
maximum protection for women against any form of physical or verbal
violence; the classification of women prisoners; the prohibition of the use of
shackles; etc.) has been communicated to the Legal Affairs Department of
the Research Center of the Parliament.

- With regard to the alleged deaths of three female inmates at Qarchak
Women'’s Prison:

e The first case concerns a 54-year-old woman serving a sentence for a
financial offense who, on September 19, 2025, experienced a
decreased level of consciousness. Immediately after initial medical
measures were taken, she was transferred to a hospital, where she
passed away. Her medical file confirms that the necessary care was
provided by the institution’s personnel. At present, the definitive
cause of death has not yet been announced by the Forensic Medicine
Organization.

e The second case involves a 49-year-old woman convicted of drug-
related offenses and theft who, on September 20, 2025, was
transferred to the institution’s medical clinic after being found
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deceased with no vital signs. Her medical file confirms that the
necessary care was provided by the institution’s personnel. To date,
the definitive cause of death has not yet been announced by the
Forensic Medicine Organization.

e The third case concerns a 42-year-old woman facing charges related
to national security who, on September 15, 2025, was transferred to a
hospital following uncontrollable seizures and subsequently passed
away in the hospital on October 25, 2025. Her medical file also
confirms that the necessary care was provided by the institution’s
personnel. To date, the definitive cause of death has not yet been
announced by the Forensic Medicine Organization.

- With regard to the alleged deaths of two individuals in Shiraz and Qezel
Hesar Prisons in late October 20235, investigations indicate that in Shiraz
Prison, one individual passed away in prison medical unit due to
cardiovascular problems. During the same period, in Qezel Hesar Prison,
another individual was transferred to hospital following a decreased level of
consciousness and subsequently passed away in hospital. In both cases, a
review of the medical files shows that timely medical care was provided.
Nevertheless, to date, the definitive cause of death has not yet been
announced by the Forensic Medicine Organization.

- With regard to the allegation of a raid on Ward 4 of Qezel Hesar Prison, it
is stated that, based on received reports indicating the presence of prohibited
items such as mobile phones and similar objects in the ward, as well as the
online activities of some inmates, an inspection of the said ward was carried
out and the prohibited items were collected. During this process, some
inmates in that hall engaged in insults, verbal abuse, and offenses against
religious sanctities; however, the operation was conducted with the
necessary measures and without any physical assault or beating. As a result
of the inspection, a number of mobile phones and related items were
discovered and confiscated. It should be noted that the use of blindfolds is in
no way practiced in the aforementioned prison.
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- Regarding the allegations concerning Sheiban Prison in Ahvaz, it should
be noted that four physicians are actively providing medical services.
Inmates have access to the medical clinic around the clock, with a general
practitioner and nurses on duty at all times. Furthermore, in September 2025,
no cases of a food poisoning epidemic were reported, and the allegation in
question is entirely unfounded. It should also be noted that, due to the
extreme heat in September 2025, only on one day, an increase in electricity
consumption in the prison caused a fire in the electrical post and related
cables; the cables were replaced and repaired within a few hours, and power
was fully restored to the prison. Due to the coordination carried out with the
regional electricity authority during the hot summer days, the prison’s
electricity supply was not interrupted even for a single day. This is while
residential households in Ahvaz experienced power outages of 2 to 3 hours
per day. Additionally, diesel generators with adequate capacity have been
purchased and installed in the aforementioned prison to be used in the event
of any potential power outage.

- In a part of the correspondence, allegations were made regarding physical
and psychological torture of detainees in Gilan Prison, including the use of
family members to pressure individuals into confessions. These allegations
are entirely unfounded. In practice, a prisoner or detainee is referred to the
prison only after investigation and upon issuance of a conviction or
detention order. If further investigation is required, the detainee is
transferred, under the directive of the judicial authority, to the relevant
investigative body. Accordingly, any investigation of a prisoner or detainee
is conducted within the judicial authority and outside the prison. It should be
noted that, pursuant to Article 2 of the Executive Regulations of the Prisons
Organization of the country, and in accordance with the teachings of Islam,
the principles of the Constitution, general judicial policies, the laws and
regulations of the Islamic Republic of Iran, as well as Islamic human rights
and citizens’ rights, the programs and measures of the Prisons Organization
concerning all detainees, prisoners, their families, and the Organization’s
staff are based on adherence to the following principles:
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a) Respect for human dignity and the observance of legitimate rights and
freedoms;

b) Reliance on religious education, promoting the Iranian-Islamic
lifestyle, and fostering devotion to God, compassion, and selflessness;

¢) Ensuring security, justice, and fair implementation of disciplinary
procedures in accordance with rules and regulations;

d) Enhancing physical and mental health, as well as individual and social
capabilities;

e) Attention to the age, gender, personality, and general and customary
needs of individuals;

f) Guaranteeing that all individuals enjoy fair rights without unjust
discrimination, free from monopoly and corruption, and irrespective
of race, gender, age, language, religion, nationality, ethnicity, lineage,
social class, wealth or financial capacity, and physical strength;

g) Respecting individuals’ beliefs and privacy, and maintaining the
confidentiality of information;

h) Transparency in affairs and accountability for responsibilities;

i) Basing activities on “respect and kindness” as the first step in the
chain of correction and rehabilitation, with special attention to
“yocational training and employment” as an essential step in that
chain;

i) Support for needy prisoners and their families to facilitate
rehabilitation, social reintegration, and a return to honorable life;

k) Providing positive and constructive behavioral patterns by the
institution’s staff, and performing duties in accordance with legal
standards and Islamic ethics in a professional, committed, and fair
manner.

Pursuant to Article 107 of the Executive Regulations of the Prisons
Organization, the commission of any misconduct, such as aggression, offensive
behavior or language, and any form of psychological or physical abuse or torture
by the institution’s personnel is strictly prohibited and may, as appropriate, result
in disciplinary, administrative, or criminal proceedings against the offender.
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Based on investigations conducted in the prisons of Gilan Province, even
during the attack by the Zionist regime on the city of Rasht, which caused damage
to part of the prison, arrangements were made to ensure free-of-charge direct
communication with families and visitation rights for all prisoners in order to
alleviate their concerns.

Regarding the allegations concerning prisons located in provinces with
Kurdish populations, it is stated that the quality of food in all prisons and
affiliated correctional institutions, without any discrimination, is within standard
levels and, in many cases, exceeds that of other collective centers such as military
barracks and even academic institutions. It is worth noting that in recent years,
special measures and programs have been implemented to improve the quality of
food for prisoners. Among these is the comprehensive food program for prisons,
which has significantly enhanced the quality of food and bread in prisons across
the country. Special dietary programs for female prisoners, children accompanying
their mothers, patients with specific medical conditions, and similar cases are also
carefully considered within these programs.

Overall, hygiene conditions in prisons across the country are at standard
levels, and monitoring and supervision of sanitary conditions are continuously
conducted by health experts stationed in prisons nationwide, as well as by health
centers affiliated with the Ministry of Health in the respective counties.

The allegations concerning Urmia Prison are unfounded. According to
conducted investigations, there are no signal jamming devices (jammers) in this
prison. A sufficient and standard medical facility, measuring 600 square meters,
has been constructed and put into operation as the prison clinic. This facility
includes a pharmacy, emergency services, CPR equipment, a physician’s
examination room, a dental office, a laboratory, and inpatient wards, and the
building has been approved by Urmia University of Medical Sciences. The medical
staff of the prison clinic are available around the clock to the inmates, and on
average, 130 inmates are treated daily by physicians within the prison.
Additionally, a separate facility with a capacity of 70 patients has been established
adjacent to the clinic to accommodate inmates with special medical needs. To
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maintain hygiene and prevent the spread of infectious diseases, daily health
screenings of inmates are conducted in the prison. A specialist physician examines
inmates daily, and if deemed necessary by the specialist, the ill inmate is referred
to fully equipped hospitals within the city. On average, 70 inmates are referred to
external medical centers each month. It should be noted that no deaths were
recorded in Urmia Prison in June and July 2025. Therefore, the aforementioned
allegation is entirely unfounded and is hereby denied.

Regarding the allegation concerning Ilam Prison, it should be noted that the
process of psychological interventions in all correctional institutions across the
country, including llam Province, follows the following standard operational
procedures:

. Screening of the mental health of newly admitted inmates on the first day in

order to identify inmates at risk or with psychological disorders;

. Referral of inmates who screen positive to the prison clinic and counseling
center on the same day;

. Conducting clinical interviews;

. Providing specialized psychological counseling;

« Active case-finding within inmates’ accommodation areas to identify
individuals at risk, those with psychological disorders, or those who have
engaged in harmful behaviors (self-harm, violence, or suicide attempts), and
referring them to the counseling center and prison clinic;

« Psychiatric examinations;

« Medical examinations;

» Addiction treatment;

« Recording the opinion of the Forensic Medicine Organization;

« Recording the results of psychological tests.

All of the above is recorded electronically in the inmates’ electronic mental
health files. In addition, due to the sensitivity of the Prisons Organization, a
“Guideline for the Prevention of Harmful Behaviors (Self-Harm, Violence,
and Suicide)” has been developed to prevent harmful behaviors. The latest version
of this guideline was issued to the provinces on October 19, 2024. This guideline
outlines methods for preventing harmful behaviors, and all correctional institutions
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are required to implement it. Furthermore, in order to prevent such behaviors,
Committees for the Prevention of Harmful Behaviors have been established at
three levels: 1) correctional institutions, 2) provincial directorates, and 3) the
headquarters of the Prisons Organization. These committees examine the causes of
such behaviors and provide solutions to reduce them. Correctional institutions in
Ilam Province are also subject to these regulations, and in the event of any self-
harming behavior, following therapeutic and psychological intervention, all
measures taken are recorded in the electronic file and formally documented in a
report.

Contrary to the allegations made in the correspondence regarding the conditions
of prisons located in Turkish-speaking regions, including Tabriz, Urmia, Ardabil,
Zanjan, and Qazvin, the provision of health and medical services to inmates
meets standard levels, and these prisons are equipped with enhanced and higher-
quality facilities for service delivery. 13 “Health Centers” have been established
by the universities of medical sciences in these provinces (utilizing the
universities” human and financial resources) to improve service provision to the
prisons. It should also be noted that these prisons are equipped with radiology
devices, such as medical radiography equipment, which operate safely and in
compliance with relevant regulations under the supervision of the competent
authorities.

Regarding Urmia Prison, as previously mentioned, the prison is equipped with a
pharmacy, emergency services, CPR equipment, a physician’s examination room, a
dental office, a laboratory, and inpatient wards. This facility has been approved by
Urmia University of Medical Sciences. Additionally, in all dormitory blocks of this
prison, 180 public telephones are permanently available to inmates so that they can
communicate with their families. In recent years, through the construction of
suitable dormitory, sanitary, and medical spaces, as well as the renovation and
beautification of other areas, efforts have been made to provide inmates with
adequate, hygienic, and standard facilities. According to statistics, the average
space per inmate in this prison is 9 square meters. Through coordinated measures
to reduce the prison population, the electronic ankle bracelet system and the early
release of prisoners are also utilized, which is expected to further increase available
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space for inmates. Furthermore, in recent years, a new standard detention facility
with a capacity of 250 inmates has been constructed to separate defendants, reduce
admissions to Urmia Prison, and allow for proper inmate classification. With the
establishment of this detention facility, a reduction in population density in Urmia
Prison has been observed.

Regarding Tabriz Prison, it should be noted that this is an old prison
located within the city. A new replacement prison project with suitable capacity
and standard facilities is currently under construction outside the city, with 65%
completion of the first phase. If funding is provided by the government, it is
expected to be operational within the next few years. The average space available
per inmate in this prison is 8 square meters, and the facility includes appropriate
areas such as dormitory blocks, sanitary facilities (toilets, showers, etc.), medical
and treatment areas, work and employment spaces, cultural and sports facilities,
visitation halls (in-person, telephone, etc.), and literacy education classrooms for
inmates. Most of the dormitory areas have been renovated. To provide medical
care for inmates, a suitable medical facility exists within the prison, equipped with
inpatient wards, a pharmacy, dental services, outpatient surgery rooms, physicians’
examination rooms, CT scan equipment, electrocardiogram (ECG) machines, a
laboratory, and other medical devices. General practitioners and specialist
physicians are available around the clock to serve the inmates.

Regarding the treatment towards inmates’ families during visitations, the following
points should be noted:

« According to Article 53 of the Executive Regulations of the Prisons
Organization, body searches as well as inspection of inmates’ belongings
upon entry and exit from the facility and dormitory are mandatory. These
inspections and the handover of belongings must be conducted in a room
equipped with cameras and by trained physical security officers of the same
gender as the inmate, and, whenever possible, using electronic inspection
equipment. It should be noted that strip searches or inspections of internal
body cavities of detainees and convicts are strictly prohibited, except when
deemed necessary by the head of the intake (admission) department. In such
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cases, the search must be conducted in private, without cameras, by trained
personnel, and in accordance with ethical standards and health regulations.

. Pursuant to Article 226 of the Executive Regulations of the Prisons
Organization, a prisoner’s telephone communication is conducted solely
through public telephones, and the prisoner may, in compliance with the
relevant regulations, contact family members and his/her lawyer.

«  With regard to the granting of visitation rights, pursuant to Article 227 of the
aforementioned regulations, if the prisoner has not been prohibited from
visitation, he/she may write up to two letters per week to relatives, friends,
his/her lawyer, and judicial authorities, and one letter per month to official
authorities of the country, in compliance with religious and legal standards.
These letters shall be signed and fingerprinted by the prisoner in the
presence of the officer in charge of outgoing correspondence, and after
certification by the relevant officer, they shall be stamped with the
institution’s seal, registered, and dispatched. In necessary cases, upon the
determination of the head of the institution, the sending of letters in excess
of the above-mentioned limit shall be permitted.

. Pursuant to Article 244 of the Executive Regulations of the Prisons
Organization, if the place of residence (home location) of the convicted
person is outside the territorial jurisdiction of the court that issued the
judgment, the convicted person shall, upon the granting of a judicial
delegation by the judge in charge of enforcement of sentences, and, in cases
involving multiple case files, upon the granting of a separate judicial
delegation for each case or a single delegation specifying all convictions, be
transferred to the institution located at their place of residence for the
serving or continuation of the term of imprisonment, unless such transfer
would give rise to adverse consequences, in which case, upon the
determination of the judge who issued the final judgment and with notice to
the enforcement judge, the convicted person shall be transferred to the
institution closest to their place of residence. If the head of the institution,
after examining and verifying the prisoner's claim, determines that his place
of residence is outside the jurisdiction of the court that issued the sentence,
he shall, after informing the destination institution, send the transfer request
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to the executing judge so that action can be taken in accordance with the
regulations. Whenever the destination judicial authority or the head of the
destination institution determines that the prisoner’s place of residence is in
another jurisdiction, he is obliged to accept the prisoner and carry out the
process of his re-transfer.

Accordingly, the claim of degrading treatment, including offensive body
searches, deprivation of prisoners from contact, or arbitrary transfer of prisoners to
other prisons without informing their families, is not correct, and such a practice
does not exist in any of the country's prisons.

Finally, it is recalled that in the Islamic Republic of Iran, in very limited cases,
according to the law, solitary confinement suites equipped with the necessary
living facilities are used. These suites are available in recognized and registered
prisons, have access to a doctor and medical facilities, and are higher in quality
than in many countries (the suite is 12 square meters in size) and the length of time
a prisoner stays in that suite is among the shortest periods considered by countries.
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