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In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful
Ref. 2050/2773137

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations
Office and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and with reference
to the UA IRN 11 /2025 dated 23 July 2025 enclosed with the Joint Communication
from Special Procedures, has the honor to transmit herewith, comments from the High
Council for Human Rights of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights the assurances of its highest consideration.

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 10

Emails: registry@ohchr.org
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High Council for Human Rights of
the Istamic Republic of Iran

In the Name of God

Regarding the joint communication by the Special Rapporteur on the Independence
of Judges and Lawyers and the Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights in
the Islamic Republic of Iran, on July 23, 2025 (with reference number AL IRN 11/2025),
the following is announced for consideration:

I. Numerous enlightening comments and responses have been sent on the issue of
lawyers and the legal profession in response to the correspondence of the Special
Procedures on several occasions. Therefore, it is recommended to pay attention to
them and to refrain from repeating the baseless claims and accusations raised on
websites and media affiliated with countries hostile to the Islamic Republic of Iran
and from using unjustified expressions such as “systematic targeting by state
authorities against independent lawyers.”

In the case of Mr. Mohammad Najafi, who has previously been raised in the

correspondence by Special Procedures or the report of the Special Rapporteur on

the Situation of Human Rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran or the report of the

UN Secretary-General on the situation of human rights in Iran, and about which

the necessary response has been given, it is announced that he was born in one of

the cities of the Markazi Province and is also active in this province and has no
geographical or ethnic connection to the Azerbaijani Turk people of Iran.

Therefore, it seems that the other information contained in the correspondence is

also wrong and it is recommended that more accurate and precise information be

announced about the identity of the alleged person so that there is no obstacle in
carrying out the necessary inquiries.

3. In the case of Mr. Mohammad Reza Faghihi, it should be noted that he has not
been prosecuted and tried for practicing law, but rather for holding and leading an
illegal gathering without a legal permit, and for making a film of this gathering and
making it available to television channels hostile to the Islamic Republic of Iran.
Secondly, the Supreme Court has rejected the decision to disqualify this person
from practicing law. According to the reasoning of this high judicial authority, in
accordance with Article 17 of the Bar Association Independence Bill, "No lawyer
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High Council for Human Rights of
the Islamic Republic of lran

can be suspended or banned from practicing law except by a final ruling of a
disciplinary court." In addition, the original case, considering the acceptance of a
retrial, is still under consideration in Tehran Provincial Court of Appeals and has
not resulted in a final verdict.

4. Regarding the allegations and accusations made on the independence of lawyers
and the legal profession, the following points are again announced for
consideration and review of the attitude towards this issue:

- According to the existing theories on the definition of public service and the
duty of governments in providing public service or supervising and directing it,
the legal profession is a public service and is aimed at fulfilling public affairs
in line with the pursuit of public interests. The most important principles that
are effective in considering legal profession as a public matter are the principle
of conformity, the principle of continuity, the principle of equality and the
principle of priority of public interest. Therefore, by granting some privileges
of public power, governments assign sovereign authority to Bar Associations
and monitor the proper functioning of the Bar Associations by establishing
proper regulations. In many countries around the world, government regulatory
actions are implemented through regulations on how to enter the legal
profession, determining the tariff for legal services, enforcing tax laws,
administrative and judicial supervision of Associations, and even establishing
a disciplinary court independent of the Association.

- The biased and discriminatory attitude of the Human Rights Council regarding
the independence of the Bar Association and against the [slamic Republic of
Iran is clearly demonstrated by the lack of reaction of the Council to the
behavior of other countries. For example, in England, the Public Service Board,
as a government body, oversees all legal professions, including bar
associations, and the Bar Disciplinary Court and its handling of violations is
legally independent of the bar associations. In Japan, the only qualification test,
the National Bar Examination, is administered and managed by the Ministry of
Justice, and the Supreme Court is responsible for managing the internship. In

_“ Address: No 49, Esfandyar Blvd, Valiasr St, Tehran, Iran
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Austria, the content of the bar exam is determined by the government, and the
Supreme Court oversees the decisions of the bar association boards and
regulatory boards, so that bar associations report to the Ministry of Justice on
the exercise of their legal powers. In France, according to the law of the legal
profession, the board of directors of each association is governed by the Council
of the System, and any disagreement with the decisions of the Council of the
System is brought before the court under the supervision of the Public
Prosecutor, and the court makes a decision on it. Therefore, the Public
Prosecutor approves all decisions of the Council of the Governing System, and
the authority to adjudicate complaints concerning the rulings of the Disciplinary
Council rests with the Court of Appeal of the corresponding judicial
Jurisdiction. In New Zealand, the scope of the duties, rights and obligations of
the legal community are determined by the Governor, and the Governor has the
authority to oversee the financial performance of lawyers. The appeal authority
for the Bar Disciplinary Court is the Supreme Court, and the Disciplinary Court,
which hears legal complaints regarding the suspension of a lawyer or the
payment of a fine, is composed of members who must have a history of judicial
service. Under section 76 of the New Zealand Lawyers Act, the Law Society
must submit an annual report to the Minister of Justice, which will be laid before
Parliament. All rules made by the Law Society must be approved by the
Minister of Justice. The Minister of Justice, taking into account the interests of
service recipients, imposes duties and restrictions on lawyers and their
regulation. The Standards Committee functions as an adjudicative body,
through which the government, vested with legislative authority and policy-
making powers, engages in regulatory activities by overseeing the selection of
the Committee’s members through supervisory notification. In general,
government regulatory acts within the limits of the powers and privileges
granted by public power is accepted by the international community, and the
conditions and manner of entering the legal profession and the components of
regulation are determined by governments.

_‘- Address: No 49, Esfandyar Blvd, Valiasr St, Tehran, Iran
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- According to the United Nations, the independence of the Bar Association has
been supported within the scope of ensuring the independence of lawyers in
their practice, as in the twenty nine fundamental principles of the role of
lawyers, which were established at the Eighth United Nations Congress on the
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, there is no explicit
statement on the independence of the Bar Association. The international
community has accepted the independence of bar associations within the scope
of professional dignity and in support of the independence of lawyers, and the
establishment of regulations by governments in the supervision of the public
services of bar associations has been recognized.

- In Iran, no one is prosecuted simply for belonging to a particular class,
profession, or group, and at the same time, no one who breaks the law is
tolerated because of their appointment or belonging to a particular class, group,
or profession. Therefore, the title of lawyer, human rights defender, journalist,
or any other title is neither a reason for prosecution nor a refuge for lawlessness.

- Regarding the claim of the Judiciary's interference in the Bar Association, it
should be noted that the designation of the High Disciplinary Court for Judges
as the competent authority to review the qualifications of board members is
foreseen in the Note to Article 4 of the Independence Bill approved in 1955.
Thus, in the Law on the Quality of Obtaining a Lawyer's License approved in
1997, the legislator emphasized the responsibility of the High Disciplinary
Court for Judges as the authority to determine the qualifications of candidates
for the board of directors of the Bar Association, and also referred to the manner
in which this court reviews the qualifications. Candidates for membership in
the board of directors of the Bar Association must meet the requirements
specified in Article 4 of the Independence Bill and Article 4 of the Law on the
Quality of Obtaining a Lawyer's License, and in the absence of these
requirements, the candidate is disqualified in accordance with the will of the

legislator.
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- Regarding the establishment of the "Center for Lawyers, Experts, and Family
Consultants of the Judiciary", it should be said that this institution does not harm
the independence of the Iranian Bar Association and does not conflict with the
independence of the Bar Associations and the lawyers of those associations.
According to the principle of equality and Article 35 of the Constitution of the
[slamic Republic of Iran, one of the duties of the governing system is to provide
access to legal services for everybody. In order to maintain the independence
of the Bar Association and not interfere in the professional affairs of the Bar
Associations, the Parliament of the Islamic Republic of Iran has developed in
Article 187 of the Law on Third Development Plan: “In order to provide the
necessary legal protection for people and facilitate their access to judicial
services and protect public rights, the Judiciary is allowed to approve the
qualifications of law graduates in order to issue licenses for establishing legal
consulting firms”.

- Regarding the restrictions imposed based on the note to Article 48 of the
Criminal Procedure Code, it is important to note that, firstly, this note is one of
the cases whose amendment is considered in the bill amending articles of this
law and its draft has been finalized. Secondly, given the importance of the
crimes mentioned in Article 48 (security and organized crimes) and the
uncertainty of the dimensions of the case at the preliminary investigation stage,
in order to preserve vital and security information, access to information on
such cases and related persons is necessarily limited to approved lawyers.
Therefore, the intention of the legislative body to limit the access of trusted
lawyers was based on the interest of society. In addition, the restriction on the
choice of lawyer is applied only at the preliminary investigation stage, and in
other stages of the proceedings, the general conditions for choosing a lawyer
prevail. Of course, considering the amendment of this regulation, the possibility
of lifting this restriction has been put on the agenda of the legislative body.
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