


 
GE.26-00995  (E) 

(Translated from Arabic)  

Permanent Mission of the Republic of the 
Sudan to the United Nations and Other 
International Organizations in Geneva 

Republic of the Sudan 
 
Transitional Sovereign Council 
The National Committee to Investigate 
Crimes and Violations of National Law 
and International Humanitarian Law 
 
Date: 29 October 2025 

 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation 

 

 

Subject: Joint appeal to the Minister from the 
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human 

rights defenders 

 At the outset, we present our compliments. 

 With reference to the above subject and your communication No. W KH/J 
I Q/3/4060, dated 16 October 2025, and the enclosed copy of the letter from the 
Permanent Mission in Geneva, No. B S J/47/1090, dated 13 October 2025, and its 
attachments, regarding the death sentence issued against Abubakr Mansour 
Hamza, a lawyer, on 5 October 2025, and the arrest of Abubakr Elmahi, also a 
lawyer. In the communication, additional information or comments were 
requested regarding the legal basis for the trial and detention of the 
aforementioned individuals and the extent to which these procedures are 
consistent with international legal standards and guarantee the right to life and the 
right to security and protection from arbitrary arrest and detention. Information 
was also requested on the applicable legal provisions and their consistency with 
international human rights law and measures taken to guarantee the principles of 
a fair trial and access to legal assistance, as well as to ensure an enabling 
environment for the lawyers defending the aforementioned individuals to carry 
out their duties as required. In view of the above, the following response is 
provided. 
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 I. Legal basis for the prosecution of lawyer Abubakr 
Mansour Hamza and the arrest of Abubakr Elmahi 
Mohamed Ahmed 

 (a) Legal basis for the prosecution of lawyer Abubakr Mansour 
Hamza 

 With regard to the reasons for the charges brought against the 
aforementioned individual, on 29 June 2024, the rebel militia stormed the city of 
Singa, resulting in the forced displacement of civilians, who were subjected to 
murder, looting, robbery, sexual assault, and destruction of infrastructure, all with 
the aim of undermining the constitutional order. On the basis of the investigations 
overseen by the Public Prosecutor’s Office, the aforementioned lawyer was 
charged with collaborating and participating with the rebel militia in all the acts it 
committed, in violation of articles 21, 26, 50, 51, 65 and 186 of the Criminal Code 
of 1991 and articles 15 and 39 of the Medicines and Poisons Act of 2009. It should 
be noted that the court granted him the right to defence and allowed him to be 
assisted by a full defence team, which filed an appeal against the ruling issued by 
the court of first instance. The case was referred back to the court of first instance 
after the conviction was upheld and some of the charges were dismissed. The 
investigation and trial proceedings against this lawyer were conducted in 
accordance with the provisions of the applicable laws, and the prosecution and the 
court respected the fundamental rights of the accused, as set out in the Bill of 
Rights and Freedoms contained in the 2019 Constitution. 

 (b) Arrest of lawyer Abubakr Elmahi Mohamed Ahmed 

1. This lawyer was arrested along with others by the head of the security cell 
in the State of Sennar based on information from the National Intelligence and 
Security Service. He had participated in a meeting attended by members of the 
National Umma Party, the Sudanese Congress Party and the Baath Party, which 
are groups associated with the opposition to the constitutional order of the State 
and allied with the rebel militia. The National Committee filed separate criminal 
charges against them for conspiring with and aiding the rebel militia and for 
committing acts criminalized under national law.  

2. According to the 2010 Intelligence Service Act, the Service is responsible 
for safeguarding national security and protecting the Constitution, as well as 
monitoring any situations, activities or elements that might pose a threat to the 
national security of the Sudan. Article 25 establishes the powers and functions of 
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the Service, and article 50 (e) provides that the director has the authority to detain 
individuals in facilities designated for that purpose, for a period of one month, in 
order to complete investigations and inquiries if the alleged offence relates to 
matters that threaten the security and safety of citizens and the State. Paragraph 
(5) also permits the extension of the detention period for an additional three 
months by the Security and Defence Council. 

3. The Act emphasizes respect for the rights of persons in custody, which 
includes informing them of the reasons for their arrest, notifying their families, 
treating them with dignity and providing them with medical care.  

4. According to the report of the Chief Prosecutor of the State of Sennar and 
the statement made by the person concerned before the prosecution, he was 
arrested on 28 September 2025 for the reasons mentioned above and remained in 
detention for 11 days, during which time he was not subjected to any harassment. 
He was released on 8 October 2025. His arrest was unrelated to the trial of 
Abubakr Mansour. 

 II. Consistency of national criminal procedures with 
international legal standards  

 The Government of the Sudan is clearly committed to ensuring that its 
national laws, which take into account the rights of defendants, are aligned with 
its international obligations. This is evident in the Code of Criminal Procedure of 
1991, article 4 of which stipulates that no crime or penalty exists except pursuant 
to a legislative provision, and the accused is presumed innocent until proven 
guilty. The accused has the right to be investigated and tried fairly and promptly. 
It is prohibited to subject accused persons to any harm to their person or property, 
and they may not be compelled to give evidence against themselves. Furthermore, 
the Public Prosecutor’s Office constitutes a fundamental safeguard for accused 
persons up to the stage of their referral for trial. This includes monitoring the 
situation of accused persons through inspection of designated detention facilities, 
overseeing investigative procedures and issuing the necessary directives to ensure 
that the rights of accused persons are respected during the investigation phase, 
especially while in custody. This guarantees the protection of the accused person’s 
life and right to security and protects all persons against arbitrary arrest. 
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 III. Applicable legal provisions and the extent of their 
consistency with international human rights law, 
including the guarantees of fair trial principles, access to 
legal assistance, and an enabling environment for 
lawyers engaged in the defence of human rights  

 National laws have been fully aligned with international human rights law 
through the provisions of the 2019 Constitution, which enshrined the Bill of 
Rights and Freedoms, recognizing, guaranteeing and protecting these rights and 
freedoms. Article 52 of the Constitution affirms the principle of a fair trial, derived 
from the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which the Sudan 
ratified in 1986. Accordingly, article 52 states that: “Everyone has the right to 
have their case heard by a competent, independent and impartial tribunal without 
undue delay, to a fair and public hearing, and to be presumed innocent until proved 
guilty according to law.” In accordance with this article, the national judiciary 
applies the principles of a fair trial by bringing accused persons before a 
competent, independent and impartial court and ensuring their rights to a public 
trial without delay and to the presumption of innocence until proved guilty by 
conclusive legal evidence. Their right to defence is also respected by enabling 
them to seek the assistance of a lawyer under article 135 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure of 1991. In practice, national courts, through the Ministry of Justice, 
provide legal aid to accused persons who are unable to pay lawyers’ fees. These 
rights also apply to lawyers defending human rights in the Sudan. 

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration. 

Kamal Mahjoub Ahmed Saeed 
Deputy Chair of the Committee 

First Assistant Attorney General 
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