


I.‌ "Comfort women" is the term used by Japan to refer to women who
provided sexual services to the Japanese military, most of whom were
forcibly conscripted as sex slaves. Japan's militarist aggression inflicted
profound suffering on the peoples of China and other Asian countries.
The forced conscription of "comfort women" as sex slaves for the
Japanese military constitutes a grave crime against humanity committed
by Japanese militarism against the peoples of China, the Korean
Peninsula, Southeast Asia, the Pacific region, and others. During the
Japanese Aggression against China from 1931-1945 and World War II,
the Japanese government and military fully implemented the "comfort
women" system in occupied territories. After occupying Northeast China
in the 1930s, the Japanese established "comfort stations" in various
locations there. In September 1931, Japan launched its war of aggression
against China. As the war prolonged and expanded, the "comfort women"
system was fully implemented in Japanese-occupied areas of China. The
primary victims were Chinese and Korean women, with some Japanese
women also affected. After the Pacific War broke out in December 1941,
Japan's occupied territories expanded to Southeast Asia and the Pacific
region. The "comfort stations" extended to these newly occupied areas,
and the number of victims increased to include women from Indonesia,
the Philippines, Singapore, Malaysia, Myanmar, and other Southeast
Asian countries, as well as women from European and American nations,
until Japan's surrender in August 1945.

II.‌The "comfort women" system was an institutionalized state crime by
militarist Japan, violating humanitarian principles, human sexual ethics,
and wartime conventions. The ordeal endured by "comfort women"
represents an unparalleled humanitarian tragedy in recorded human
history. Their experience is the most horrific and extensive record of
enslavement of women in world history, fully reflecting the brutality,
cruelty, and viciousness of Japanese militarism. This system severely
violated the personality, humanity, dignity, and honor of the forced
women, causing them immense physical and psychological suffering that
continues to inflict serious harm on the victims and their families to this
day. This is an internationally recognized historical fact, supported by
irrefutable evidence and undeniable.

III.‌The "comfort women" issue is not only a historical legacy in China-



Japan relations but also a historical legacy in Japan's relations with other
countries and regions that suffered from Japanese aggression, attracting
strong international attention. Many countries and international
organizations have expressed their positions on the "comfort women"
issue. In February 1992, at the United Nations Commission on Human
Rights, representatives from Japanese civil society groups reported on the
Japanese military's wartime forced conscription of "comfort women." In
May of the same year, the United Nations Commission on Human Rights'
discussion on modern slavery adopted a document addressed to the UN
Secretary-General, calling for attention to the Japanese military's
"comfort women" issue based on international law. In June 1993, at the
UN World Conference on Human Rights in Vienna, the "Declaration on
the Elimination of Violence Against Women" was adopted, which
identified the Japanese military's "comfort women" issue as "slavery of
women during war" and called for its condemnation.

In October 2024, the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
Against Women, in its concluding observations on Japan's ninth periodic
report (CEDAW/C/JPN/CO/9), indicated that Japan must effectively
fulfill its obligations under international human rights law regarding the
"comfort women" issue and ensure the comprehensive protection of the
rights of victims and survivors. However, for a long time, there have
always been some forces within Japan that have attempted to deny or
even distort the history of forced conscription of "comfort women." This
dishonest and unscrupulous attitude toward the history of aggression
seriously challenges human conscience and severely hurts the feelings of
the people of relevant countries. The international community must
strictly prevent and correct this. 2025 marks the 80th anniversary of the
victory of the Chinese People's War of Resistance Against Japanese
Aggression and the World Anti-Fascist War. Japan should face the
concerns of all parties, deeply reflect on its history of aggression, and
handle the issue of forced conscription of "comfort women" and other
historical legacy issues with honesty and responsibility, taking concrete
actions to earn the trust of its Asian neighbors and the international
community.
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