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MISSION PERMANENTE
DE LA REPUBLIQUE DU
BELARUS AUPRES DE
L'OFFICE DES NATIONS UNIES
ET DES AUTRES
ORGANISATIONS
INTERNATIONALES A GENEVE

N 02~ 13 /54Y

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Belarus to the United
Nations Office and other International Organisations in Geneva presents its
compliments to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights and, with reference to the joint communication of the HRC’s
special procedures (UA BLR 9/2025), has the honour to transmit herewith the
information of the Belarusian competent authorities in this regard.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Belarus avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights the assurances of its highest consideration.q
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Translated from Russian

Comments by Belarus on the joint communication from the
special procedures of the Human Rights Council

Ref.: UA BLR 9/2025

The Bar in Belarus is an independent legal institution which, in accordance with the

Constitution, provides professional legal assistance to physical persons and legal entities.

The fundamental set of rules governing the practice of law is the Bar and Advocacy
Act, No. 334-Z of 30 December 2011, which complies with international principles and
standards laid down in universal international human rights instruments. It takes into account
the requirements of key international standards on ensuring access to legal services,
providing special guarantees in criminal justice matters and requirements for the

qualifications and training of lawyers, their functions, rights and obligations.

Article 16 of the Act establishes the principle of independence of the legal profession.
Lawyers are independent in their activity and are subject only to the law.

The legislation guaranteeing the independence of lawyers also imposes a number of
obligations on them in order to protect the rights of clients. In their work, lawyers must
strictly and rigorously comply with the law, including the Rules of Professional Conduct for
Lawyers.

Because of the specific nature of their profession, lawyers all over the world are a
reference point in society for moral standards of behaviour. Unlawful actions by a lawyer are

much more harmful to relations in society than similar actions by other persons.

According to subparagraph 1.1 of the Code of Conduct for European Lawyers, the
lawyer’s duties do not begin and end with the faithful performance of what he or she is
instructed to do so far as the law permits. A lawyer must serve the interests of justice as well
as those whose rights and liberties he or she is trusted to assert and defend. In this regard, the

Code imposes on the lawyer a set of obligations, both legal and moral.

Given the crucial role of the Bar in ensuring the implementation of constitutional rights
and the smooth running of courts and bodies conducting criminal proceedings, the practice
of law must be subject to State regulation. The experience of foreign countries shows that

State regulation and control of the practice of law is necessary and effective.

In accordance with the Licensing Act of 14 October 2022, the practice of law in Belarus
is licensed by the Ministry of Justice. One of the requirements for the licensing of lawyers is

compliance with the Bar and Advocacy Act.

The Ministry of Justice has the authority to revoke licences in cases provided for by
law, including misconduct incompatible with the status of a lawyer, the list of which is
established by the Rules of Professional Conduct for Lawyers.

Decisions to revoke licences are based on the conclusions of a collegial body, the
Qualification Commission on the Practice of Law in Belarus, which also includes eight
representatives of the legal community, including the chair of the Belarusian National Bar
Association.
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In a number of foreign countries, commissions formed by State bodies consider issues

related to the practice of law.

The basis for the decisions to revoke the licences of the lawyers referred to in the
enquiry was their violation of the law, including the Rules of Professional Conduct for
Lawyers and criminal and administrative legislation, and their inability to perform their
professional duties owing to their low level of knowledge of the law, which was revealed

during the certification process, which prevents them from practising law at a high level.

The fact of being subject to criminal or administrative liability is reasonably regarded
as conduct that discredits the high status of lawyers and the legal profession, which are

grounds for expelling a lawyer from the regional bar association

In August 2025, the Belarusian Association of Human Rights Lawyers was reasonably

found to be an extremist organization, and its activities were banned in Belarus.

Belarusian legislation on countering extremism and combating terrorism is fully
consistent with the Constitution and generally recognized rules of international human rights
law and is constantly being improved to take into account the rights, freedoms and legitimate
interests of Belarusian citizens, as well as the interests of the national security of Belarus.

The special procedures’ view that the individuals listed are being “persecuted” “in
retaliation for their legitimate professional legal activities and human rights defence work”
is unfounded and contrary to the facts.



KomMmenTapuii Pecnyosimkn besapych B OTHOIIEHMH

COBMECTHOI'0 00OpalleHUs CNeUaATbHBIX POLeayP
CoBera OOH no npasam uesnoBeka (UA BLR 9/2025)

AnBokarypa B PecnyOnuke benapych npencraBisieT co00il He3aBHUCUMBbIIi
NPaBOBOM HHCTUTYT, KOTOPBIA OCYIIECTBISIET CBOM (DYHKIIMHM B COOTBETCTBUH
c BoznokeHHbIMM Ha Hee Konctutymnmeit PecnyOmuku bemapych 3amauamu 1o
OKa3aHUIO KBATM(PUIIMPOBAHHON FOPUINYECKON MOMOIIN (PU3NUECKUM U FOPUINIECKUM
JULAM.

OcHoBoOMONArarIMM CBOJOM IMPaBWJI JAESITEIBHOCTH aJBOKATOB SIBISIETCS
3akon Pecryonuku benapyce ot 30 mekabps 2011 1. Ne 334-3 «O6 aaBokatype u
aZIBOKaTCKOM JnesTenbHOocTH B PecnyOnmuke benmapych», KOTOpBI COOTBETCTBYET
MEXIYHAPOJHBIM TPHUHIMIIAM W HOpPMaM, 3aKPEIUICHHBIM B YHUBEPCAIbHBIX
MEXYHapOJHbIX JOKYMEHTax IO IpaBaM 4YeJoBeKa. B HeM yureHbl TpeOOBaHMUS
OCHOBHBIX MEXIYHAPOJHBIX CTAHJIAPTOB IO OOECIEUEHHUIO0 JIOCTyIa K yciIyram
a/IBOKATOB, IMPEACTABICHUS CHEUUAIbHBIX TapaHTHUl B BONPOCaX YIrOJOBHOTO
paBoCyusl, TpeOOBaHUH K KBAM(PUKAIIMKA U TIOJTOTOBKE aJBOKATOB, X (YYHKIIHH,
paB 1 00S13aHHOCTE.

B cratee 16 3akona 00 anBoOKaType 3akpervieH MPHUHIMI HE3aBUCHUMOCTHU
a/IBOKaTCKOM JEeSATENIbHOCTH. AJBOKAaT B CBOEW JAESATEILHOCTH HE3aBUCUM U
MOJAYUHSIETCS TOJIBKO 3aKOHY.

3akononarenbecTBO PecnyOmuku benapych, rapantupytoiiee HE3aBUCUMOCTh
a/JIBOKaTOB, B TO € BpeMs B LIENSAX OOECHEYeHMs MpaB KIMEHTOB BO3JIaraeT Ha
aJIBOKATOB Psa 00s3aHHOCTEH. AJBOKAT B CBOCH IEATEILHOCTH O0sS3aH TOYHO U
HEYKOCHUTEJIBHO COOJIIOAaTh 3aKOHOJATENbCTBO, B ToM uucie [IpaBuna
npodeccuoHaNbHON 3TUKH aJIBOKATA.

B cuny ocoOeHHOCTH CBOEH MPOoQheCCHOHATBHON ACATEIHLHOCTH aBOKATHI BO
BCEM MHUpE SIBIISIOTCA ISl OOIIECTBA OPUEHTUPOM HPABCTBEHHBIX HOPM MOBECHMUS.
HenpaBomepHble AeMCTBUS aJBOKaTa HAHOCST OOIIECTBEHHBIM OTHOIICHUSIM
ropasao OoJbIINI Bpel, YeM MOJ00HBIC ICUCTBHS MHOTO JIMIIA.

B cootBerctBum ¢ noamyHkroM 1.1 mynkra 1 O6miero kojekca npaBui s
anBokaTtoB cTpaH EBpomeiickoro cooOiecTBa 0O0S3aHHOCTM — aJBOKaTa HE
OTPaHUYMBAIOTCS JOOPOCOBECTHBIM HCIIOJHEHHUEM MOPYUYEHHUS B paMKax 3aKOHa.
AJIBOKAT JIOJKEH CITy>KMTh MHTEpECaM MPaBOCyAUsl, TOUYHO TaK K€, KaK M1 UHTepecam
T€X, YbH IpaBa MU CBOOOJBI €My JOBEPEHO 3allMIlaTh. B 3Toil CBsSI3M Ha3BaHHBIM
KOJIEKCOM Ha aJIBOKAaTa BO3JaraeTcs LeJbld KOMIUIEKC O00s3aTeNbCTB Kak
OPUINYECKOT0, TAK U MOPAJIIBHOTO XapakTepa.

C y4eToM Ba)XHOCTH BBIIIOJHSEMBIX aJIBOKATYpPOM 3a1ady Mo 00eCHEeYEHUIO
peanu3any KOHCTUTYIIMOHHOTO TpaBa W CTA0WIBHOM paOOThl CYJIOB U OPIaHOB,
BEIYIIMX YTOJIOBHBIX IIPOLECC, €€ AESATEIbHOCTh HE MOXET HaXOJUThCS BHE
rOCYJApCTBEHHOIO peryiupoBaHus. ONbIT 3apyOeKHBIX CTpaH CBUIETEIBCTBYET O
HE00X0IMMOCTH U 3(PHEKTUBHOCTU TOCYAAPCTBEHHOTO PETYIUPOBAHUS U KOHTPOJIS
B cpepe aIBOKATCKOM NI TEIIbHOCTH.



B cootBerctBum ¢ 3akoHoM Pecry6nuku benapych ot 14 oktsi6pst 2022 1. «O
JUUEH3UPOBAHUMY AJBOKATCKAasl JEATEIbHOCTh B bemapycw JIMUIEH3UpPYETCA
MununcrepctBoM rocTuimi. OHAM U3 JUIEH3MOHHBIX TPEOOBAHUM, MPETbSBISIEMBIX K
aJIBOKATy, SIBJISICTCS COOMI0IeHre 3aKoHa 00 aJIBOKaType.

Ha MuHHUCTEPCTBO FOCTHMLIMH BO3JIOKEHBI IOJHOMOYMSA II0 IPEKPALICHUIO
JUUEH3UU B TPENYCMOTPEHHBIX 3aKOHOAATENBCTBOM CIydasX, B TOM YHCIE 3a
COBEPILECHUE IIPOCTYIIKOB, HE COBMECTHMBIX CO 3BAHHMEM aJBOKATA, IEPEYECHb
KOTOpbIX ycTaHoBjeH [IpaBunamu npodecCuoHaNbHOM 3TUKH aJIBOKATA.

Pemennst o0 mnpekpalieHu JIMIEH3UHM OCHOBBIBAIOTCS Ha 3aKIFOUYECHMSIX
KOJUIETHAJIbHOTO  opraHa — KaanmudukanmoHHOW KOMHCCHM 1O BOINPOCAM
aZIBOKaTCKoi nearenbHocTH B PecnyOnuke benapych, B cocTaB KOTOpPOW BXOAST
TaK>Ke BOCEMb MPEJCTABUTEINEH aJIBOKATCKOTO COOOIIECTBA, BKIIFOYAS MIPEACEIATENsI
benopycckoii pecryOIMKaHCKOM KOJUJIETUH aJIBOKATOB.

PaccmoTpeHne BOIPOCOB, CBSI3aHHBIX C OCYIIECTBICHUEM aJBOKATCKOM
NEeSATENbHOCTH, KOMHUCCHUSIMU, (OPMHUPYEMBIMU T'OCYJApCTBEHHBIMU OpraHamu,
SIBIISIETCS IPAKTUKOM psizia 3apyOeKHBIX TOCYIapCTB.

OcHoBaHMEM Uil TPUHATUS PELIEHUM O MPEKpPALEHUH JIMLECH3UU
B OTHOIICHUHM TEPEUYHCICHHBIX B OOpaIleHUH aJBOKATOB TOCTY>KUIM (PaKThI
HApyUICHUS UMHU 3aKOHOJATENbCTBA, B ToM uucie [IpaBun mpodeccuoHanbHOM
ATUKH aJBOKATa, YTOJIOBHOIO M aJMUHHMCTPATHBHOIO 3aKOHOAATENIbCTBA, & TAKKE
HEBO3MOXXHOCTh BBITMIOJHEHUSI MMM CBOUX MPO(ECCHOHANTBHBIX O00s3aHHOCTEH
BCJICJICTBUE HU3KOIO YPOBHS 3HAHUM 3aKOHOJATEIBCTBA, BBIABICHHBIX B XOJIE
MPOBEACHUSI aTTECTallMd, YTO HE TO3BOJISIET OCYLIECTBIATh aJBOKATCKYIO
JEATEIbHOCTh HA BBICOKOM YPOBHE.

@akTel NPUBJICYEHUA AJBOKATOB K YIOJOBHOW W aJIMHUHUCTPATUBHOMN
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH OOOCHOBAHHO PacCMaTpUBAIOTCS KaK JIEUCTBUS, AUCKPEAUTUPYIOIIUE
BBICOKO€ 3BaHUE aJBOKaTa M aJBOKATYpPY, SBIISIIOLIMECS OCHOBAHHEM IS
VCKIIFOUEHUS aJBOKATA M3 TEPPUTOPUATIBHOM KOJUIETMH aJIBOKAaTOB W IMPUHATHS
pEIIeHUs O MPEKPAILECHUN JTUIEH3UH.

B asrycte 2025 roga nnunuatuBa «benopycckas acconuanus aaBoKaToB MO
npaBaM YeJIOBEKa» OOOCHOBAHHO MPH3HAHA AKCTPEMHUCTCKUM (DOPMHUPOBAHUEM, €€
NEeATEIbHOCTh Ha TeppuTOpun benapycu 3anpenieHa.

3akoHonaTenbeTBO benapycu o mpoTHUBOAEHCTBUM SKCTpeMU3My U Oopboe ¢
TEPPOPU3MOM B MOJHOM Mepe cooTBeTcTBYeT KoHCTUTYIMM, OOIIENpU3HAHHBIM
HOpMaM MEKIyHapOJIHOI'O IPaBa, ITOCTOSIHHO COBEPLICHCTBYETCS C y4E€TOM IIPaB,
cBOOOJ Y 3aKOHHBIX HHTEPECOB OENOPYCCKUX TpaKJaH, a TaKKe HHTEPECOB
HalMoHaJIbHOM O0e3omacHocTH PecnyOnuku benapych

MHeHue cnenuanbHbIX MPOLEAYP O «IIPECIEAOBAHUNY EPEUNCIECHHBIX JIULL
«B CBSI3U C UX 3aKOHHOU MPOQeCcCHOHATBHON JEATEIBHOCTHIO U PA0OTOM MO 3aIIUTe
IIPaB YEJIOBEKA» SIBJISIETCS HalyMaHHBIM U HE COOTBETCTBYET ACHUCTBUTEIBLHOCTH.
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