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La Mission permanente de la République Algérienne Démocratique et populaire auprès
de I'office des Nations Unies à Genève et des organisations internationales en suisse
présente ses compliments à l'office du Haut-commissaire des Nations unis aux Droits deI'Homme -Service des procédures spéciales-, et se réferant à sa lettre datée du 29 août
2025, a l'honneur de lui faire parvenir, ci-joint, Ia réponse du Gouvernement algérien àla communication conjointe des procédures spéciales du HCDH, référencée ALDZA
6/2025, au sujet du cas de Mme Nassira Dutour.
La Mission permanente de la République Algérienne Démocratique et populaire auprès
de l'Office des Nations Unies à Genève et des Organisations internationales en Suisse
saisit cette occasion pour renouveler à l'office du Haut-commissaire des Nations unisDroits de service des procédures spéciales- l'assurance de haute

Genève, le 24 octobre 2025

Office des Nations Unies aux Droits de I'Homme
Service

Palais des Genève, Suisse
E-mail : ohchr-registry@un.org
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GE.26-01005  (E) 

(Translated from Arabic) 
People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria 

  Response to the joint communication from the following 
special procedures: 

  Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary 
Disappearances 

  Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief 
  Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful 

assembly and of association 
  Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights 

defenders 
  Special Rapporteur on the promotion of truth, justice, 

reparation and guarantees of non-recurrence 

  concerning the case of Nassera Yous, ex-wife of Dutour 

 The communication included a request for a response to the following: 

1. Clarification of the allegation concerning Ms. Dutour’s forced expulsion 
and an explanation of the reasons for her being denied entry into national territory 
and the extent to which this is consistent with the provisions of article 12 of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 

2. The extent to which the Algerian State respects and upholds the rights of 
associations active in the field of human rights, particularly with regard to the 
rights to freedom of association and expression and to peaceful assembly. 

3. The extent to which Algeria respects the rules of democratic dialogue so 
that the families of victims of enforced disappearance during the civil war or 
“black decade” can exercise their rights to freedom of expression and peaceful 
assembly, and the efforts made to compensate the families of the disappeared in 
accordance with the Guiding Principles for the Search for Disappeared Persons. 
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 I. Concerning the allegation of forced removal and the 
reasons for denying her entry to national territory and 
the extent to which this is consistent with the provisions 
of the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights 

• With regard to the case of Ms. Nassera Yous Dutour, it should be clarified 
that the person concerned is subject to a decision, taken on 3 November 2021, 
prohibiting her from entering national territory. This falls exclusively within the 
scope of the State’s exercise of its sovereignty and its constitutional 
responsibilities to maintain public order and protect national security, in 
accordance with the applicable Algerian legislation and relevant international 
standards. The right to a legal remedy before a court, which is considered an 
independent authority, remains a constitutional right guaranteed to any person 
who claims that their rights have been violated. 

 In this context, Algeria stresses its unwavering commitment to respect for 
human rights as a whole, particularly freedom of movement and freedom of 
association, within the limits required by respect for State sovereignty and the 
protection of public security. It remains open to sincere dialogue and constructive 
cooperation with the Human Rights Council and all its mechanisms. 

 II. Concerning the extent to which the Algerian State 
respects and upholds the rights of associations active in 
the field of human rights, particularly with regard to the 
rights to freedom of association and expression and to 
peaceful assembly. 

• The Algerian Constitution enshrines the principle of freedom to form and 
join associations as one of the pillars of democratic life and civil society. Article 
53 of the 2020 Constitution states that: “Freedom of association is guaranteed and 
exercised on the basis of respect for the provisions of the Constitution and the law. 
An association may only be dissolved or its activities suspended by judicial 
decision.” This provision reflects the Algerian State’s commitment to protecting 
civil society action as a means of collective expression and participation in public 
affairs, with the sole restrictions being those imposed by legitimacy and the 
protection of public order. The provision also stipulates that dissolution or 
suspension must be decided by a court ruling, thereby ensuring independent 
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judicial oversight of any potential administrative intervention, in accordance with 
the principles of the rule of law. In addition, article 57 of the Constitution 
guarantees the right to form and join trade unions, which is a natural extension of 
freedom of association in the professional sphere. It also establishes freedom of 
expression as a fundamental right, as a guarantee of citizenship and participation 
in public life. Together, these articles form a comprehensive constitutional 
framework that allows for the exercise of collective action and freedom of 
expression within the bounds of respect for the law and the public interest. 

 Algerian constitutional provisions do not contradict international 
agreements and instruments ratified by Algeria, such as the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights, which is one of the fundamental reference 
documents for the work of the Human Rights Council. The Algerian constitutional 
framework demonstrates a clear commitment to promoting freedom of association 
and freedom of expression as tools for building an open democratic society while 
respecting national sovereignty and Algerian cultural specificity. Any claim to the 
contrary, such as those made by the reporting party before the Human Rights 
Council, is a deceit aimed at undermining the reputation of Algeria by attempting 
to use the issue of missing persons as a means of exerting pressure on the 
Government.  

 III. Concerning the extent to which Algeria respects the 
rules of democratic dialogue so that the families of 
victims of enforced disappearance during the civil war 
or “black decade” can exercise their rights to freedom of 
expression and peaceful assembly, and the efforts made 
to compensate the families of the disappeared in 
accordance with the Guiding Principles for the Search 
for Disappeared Persons 

• Recognizing the need to turn the page on a tragic chapter in its 
contemporary history, Algeria adopted a comprehensive national approach 
through a referendum on the Charter for Peace and National Reconciliation, which 
was widely endorsed by the Algerian people on 29 September 2005 and embodies 
their determination to pursue the policy of peace and national reconciliation 
necessary for the stability and development of the nation. In this context, the 
Algerian State has dealt with the issue of missing persons in a spirit of 
responsibility and fairness, through a series of legal and administrative 
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mechanisms aimed at providing reparations for the harm done and compensating 
the families of the victims under Act No. 06-01 of 27 February 2006 implementing 
the Charter for Peace and National Reconciliation, while guaranteeing the right to 
memory and the preservation of human dignity. 

 In this context, Algeria has made tangible efforts to translate the principles 
of the Charter into practical measures, including compensating thousands of 
families who have suffered material and moral damage, regularizing their legal 
and social situation, and ensuring that they enjoy social and pension rights. The 
issue of missing persons has thus been definitively addressed through a national 
approach that takes into account the requirements of transitional justice and 
respects the dignity of victims and their families, thereby contributing to the 
promotion of civil peace and the consolidation of national unity. This national 
approach, which combined transitional justice with the sovereign prerogatives of 
Algeria, made it possible to achieve comprehensive reconciliation, establish 
security and stability, and strengthen national cohesion. 

 It should be noted that Algeria has submitted to various Council 
mechanisms a note on how the tragedy resulting from the “black decade” is 
addressed, including the issue of missing persons. A copy of this note is attached. 

 In this context, Algeria affirms that it has dealt with this issue in 
accordance with its international human rights obligations, while preserving its 
legitimate right to protect its national security and territorial integrity, in line with 
the principles of sovereignty and the supreme interests of the State, and based on 
its unwavering commitment to the principles of dialogue and cooperation with the 
mechanisms of the Human Rights Council. 

 The Algerian authorities are fully prepared to provide all necessary 
information and clarifications on this matter and are committed to ensuring the 
highest degree of transparency and objectivity in their dealings with the relevant 
United Nations bodies. 
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