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Response by the Government of the Republic of Korea 
to the Joint Communication from Special Procedures 

 
(September 12, 2025) 

 
1. Information and comments on the allegations mentioned in the Joint 

Communication 

 

The Government of the Republic of Korea (hereinafter “the ROK Government”) hereby 
provides some general views on the “comfort women” issue. 

  
First, the ROK Government has endeavored, and will continue to endeavor, to restore the 
honor and dignity of “comfort women” victims and heal their psychological wounds. 

 
The ROK Government recently stated that it intends to pursue forward-looking 
cooperation with Japan that benefits both countries, while hoping that Japan will squarely 
face up to our painful history and strive to maintain trust between our two countries.1 

 
Furthermore, the “comfort women” issue is a global issue related to universal human 
rights, namely the matter of wartime sexual violence. It also offers important lessons to be 
drawn from history that must not be forgotten in order to ensure that no such acts are 
repeated in the future. The ROK Government will actively participate in the efforts of the 
international community to ensure that future generations learn the historical truth related 
to the “comfort women” issue and to prevent any recurrence of conflict-related sexual 
violence. 

 
2. Information on the measures taken to collect, consolidate, analyze and 

preserve the statements of the victims and witnesses and documentary 
evidence, including the documents from the Allied war crimes trials, 
especially with respect to the work of the Truth Commission on Forced 
Mobilization under Japanese Imperialism and any follow-up work after 
the termination of the Commission’s mandate in 2015 

 

The Ministry of Gender Equality and Family (hereinafter “MOGEF) established the 
Research Institute on Japanese Military Sexual Slavery (hereinafter “RIMSS”) in 2018 

 
1 (Excerpts from the Speech by the President of the Republic of Korea, H.E. Mr. Lee Jae-Myung, on 
the occasion of Korea’s 80th Liberation Day (August 15, 2025) “Guided by the principle of pragmatic, 
national interest-focused diplomacy, we will seek forward-looking cooperation with Japan that benefits 
both countries, while holding frequent meetings and frank dialogues through shuttle diplomacy. The 
stronger the trust, the higher the quality of cooperation. I hope that the Japanese government will 
squarely face up to our painful history and strive to maintain trust between our two countries.” 
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In 1993, the ROK Government legislated the Act on Protection, Support and 
Commemorative Projects for Sexual Slavery Victims for the Japanese Imperial Army to 
ensure they have a stable livelihood and to implement commemorative projects for 
“comfort women” victims. 
 
The MOGEF provides assistance for ensuring stable livelihoods for “comfort women” 
survivors, such as support for a stable livelihood and support for care costs. The Ministry 
also provides emotional support and other forms of assistance reflecting their needs 
through health-care and tailored service projects. 
 
As of 2025, a monthly amount of KRW 1,882,000 per person is rendered for the living 
stability subsidy, and a monthly amount of KRW 3,446,000 per person is provided for care 
costs. In addition to the medical care cost assistance, tailored services aimed at improving 
their everyday lives and living conditions, such as regular monitoring and the provision of 
household items, are in place to ensure “comfort women” survivors receive real help and 
treatment. 

 
4. Information on how the government will implement international human 

rights mechanisms’ recommendations, including those made by the 
Human Rights Committee and the CEDAW Committee, in relation to the 
issue of the so-called “comfort women” 

 

The ROK Government respects the recommendations of United Nations human rights 
bodies and mechanisms on issues of human rights, including those on the “comfort 
women” issue. 
 
The ROK Government will continue to strive to restore the honor and dignity of the 
“comfort women” victims and heal their psychological wounds, which is indeed the spirit 
of the 2015 Agreement. At the same time, it will give its utmost consideration to the views 
of victims and their bereaved families and of the Korean people, as well as policy 
coherence and bilateral trust. 
 
The MOGEF has continued to increase support for the health and welfare of “comfort 
women” survivors, such as support for a stable livelihood, medical care and other forms 
of tailored support. 
 
To provide support for a healthy later life for “comfort women” survivors, the Government 
increased the living stability subsidy and care cost support. The living stability subsidy 
rose from KRW 1,792,000 in 2024 to KRW 1,882,000 in 2025, while care cost support 
increased from KRW 3,282,000 in 2024 to KRW 3,446,000 in 2025. To identify tailored 
support to meet their needs, a fact-finding study on the livelihoods of victims and a policy 
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In addition, oral documents, chronological tables and research and educational materials 
are offered online to increase public access to the information and raise public awareness, 
via the Webzine Kyeol (kyeol.kr) and the "Archive 814" digital archive 
(www.archive814.co.kr). 
 
The MOGEF conducts a systematic research and records documents related to the issue of 
“comfort women.” The efforts include collecting and building a database of domestic and 
overseas documents, translating and annotating overseas documents, and translating and 
publishing Korean documents and oral records. 
 

The Ministry is planning to organize academic symposiums, youth artwork contests, 
exhibition projects, and international cooperation projects to build domestic and global 
consensus on the issue of wartime sexual violence. 
 
The Ministry of Education is developing the national curriculum3 and textbooks, which 
form the foundation of history education, to include content on the Japanese military’s 
“comfort women,” so that related teaching of this can be systematically implemented in 
schools. Accordingly, all middle and high school students in Korea receive education on 
the historical facts regarding “comfort women” with the use of testimonies of victims and 
historical records. 
 
In addition, the Ministry plans to continue providing teachers and students with educational 
materials in collaboration with historical research institutions to find related source 
materials and develop education resources. 

 

8. Information on what actions the government will take to protect 
memorials established to honor “comfort women” survivors, including 
the “comfort women” statues installed in various locations in the 
Republic of Korea and beyond 

 

The ROK Government wishes to reiterate that the “comfort women” issue is a key instance 
of wartime sexual violence, which is not an issue confined to any particular group of 
countries, but rather is a matter of women’s universal human rights. 

 
The ROK Government well recognizes the “comfort women” statues to be part of an effort 
to promote awareness of the true nature of this ‘universal human rights issue,’ and a 
voluntary civic initiative to prevent future any similar tragedies by encapsulating the 

 
3 The national curriculum for primary and secondary schools serves as a common and general 
standard presented at the national level, and functions as a guideline for achieving the educational 
goals of elementary and secondary education. 
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historical lessons of the “comfort women” issue in the statues. 
 
In addition, local governments are encouraged to strengthen the management of domestic 
monuments and symbols that honor “comfort women” victims through the enactment or 
implementation of relevant ordinances. 
 

9. Information on measures taken by the government to ensure the 
meaningful participation of the “comfort women” victims, their families 
and relevant civil society organizations in truth, justice, reparation and 
accountability processes 

 

The ROK Government has been engaging in dialogue with “comfort women” victims, their 
bereaved families, and relevant civil society organizations, including through public-
private consultations, as it seeks measures to restore the honor and dignity of “comfort 
women” victims and heal their psychological wounds. 

 
The ROK Government will continue to listen attentively to the views of “comfort women” 
victims, their bereaved families, and relevant civil society organizations, and engage in 
best efforts to restore the honor and dignity of victims and heal their psychological wounds. 
 
The MOGEF annually allocates an earmarked budget for legal counseling, representation 
in lawsuits and other legal assistance to support legal procedures at the request of victims. 
 
The Ministry also supports projects involving private organizations’ activities to ensure 
the meaningful participation of civil society in the process of truth, justice, reparation and 
accountability in relation to “comfort women” issues. 
 

 

 /End/ 




