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Mandates of the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions; the Special

Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression; the

Special Rapporteur on therightsto freedom of peaceful assembly and of association; and the Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders

REFERENCE: AL UG\ 5/2016

29 June 2016
Excellency,

We have the honour to address you in our capa@seSpecial Rapporteur on
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions; S8geRapporteur on the promotion and
protection of the right to freedom of opinion angeession; Special Rapporteur on the
rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of aason; and Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights defenders, pursuant tmblu Rights Council resolutions 26/12,
25/2, 24/5, and 25/18.

In this connection, we would like to bring to thiéeation of your Excellency’s
Government information we have received concerrthigged harassment, theft and
intimidation against human rights defenders, Mr. Edward Mwebaza, Ms. Patience
Akumu, Ms. Elizabeth Kemingisha, Ms. Joaninne Nanyange and Mr. Adrian
Jjuuko, members of the Human Rights Awareness and Promotion Forum (HRAPF),
aswell asthe assassination of the security guard.

The HRAPF promotes respect and observance of huights of marginalised
groups, through advocacy, capacity building, rededegal and human rights awareness.

According to the information received:

A series of attacks were carried out against ddial staff members of HRAPF.
On 11 March, the home of HRPAF's Head of Advocadg, Patience Akumu,
was broken into and electronics were stolen, inolgida back-up hard drive
belonging to HRAPF. On 22 March, two staff membekds. Elizabeth

Kemingisha and Ms. Joaninne Nanyange, were asdaaitté robbed in front of
their homes. On 18 April, the Executive Directory.Mdrian Jjuuko’s work

phone was stolen. On 27 April, the home of its Deddirector, Mr. Edward

Mwebaza, was broken into in the early morning bigdentified persons, who took
a laptop and several phones with confidential HRA#Brmation in them, and
fled once the alarm sounded .

On 22 May 2016, between 3 a.m. and 4.30 a.m., daidentified persons broke
into the secure compound and offices of the HRAPRamirembe, Kampala,
Uganda. The intruders beat the security guard oyy da adult male, to death and
dismantled all but one of the CCTV security camethe alarm siren, and cut
open the iron bars protecting the locked office deis. The remaining CCTV
camera filmed the intruders ransacking the offiblaen persons from the security
company arrived, the intruders fled with a telesisiscreen and a number of



confidential documents. At 8 a.m., the police ad\wn the grounds, but there is
no information of any investigation having been suad in relation to the

incident, nor hasthe police returned to the sitergwce orprovided the HRAPF
with any follow-up information on progress in thvéstigation.

Grave concern is expressed at the assassinatithe aecurity guard of HRAPF,
while performing his duties securing the premiskthe office of HRAPF, and without
whom the safety of the human rights defenders inAPR would have been
compromised, and the lack of investigation intcs tbase. Concern is expressed at the
alleged theft and continuous harassment and ingitieid against Mr. Edward Mwebaza,
Ms. Patience Akumu, Ms. Elizabeth Kemingisha, Msaninne Nanyange and Mr.
Adrian Jjuuko, as well as for their physical anggb®logical security. These attacks
appear to be directly related to their legitimatenian rights work in the promotion and
protection of the rights of marginalised groupsotigh the legitimate exercise of their
right to freedom of expression and association.&¥§e express concern that these attacks
on the staff members of HRAPF may be an attemputigsuade them from continuing
their human rights work and from exercising théghts to freedom of association and
freedom of expression.

In connection with the above alleged facts and eors; please refer to thennex
on Reference to international human rights law attached to this letter which cites
international human rights instruments and starglsgl®vant to these allegations.

It is our responsibility, under the mandates predido us by the Human Rights
Council, to seek to clarify all cases brought ta attention. We would therefore be
grateful for your observations on the following tess:

1. Please provide any additional information and/or e@@mment(s) you may
have on the above-mentioned allegations.

2. Please provide the details, and where available rdsalts, of any
investigation carried out into the assassinatioHBAPF’s security guard, the alleged
theft of the belongings of staff members and theakiin of HRAPF office. If no
inquiries have taken place, or if they have beeonglusive, please explain why. Please
provide the full details of any prosecutions whidtve been undertaken in this case.

3. Please indicate what measures have been talksstioe that human rights
defenders in Uganda are able to carry out theitihegte work in a safe and enabling
environment without fear of threats or acts ofrmtlation and harassment of any sort, in
particular those advocating for minority rights.

We would appreciate receiving a response withid®ys.

While awaiting a reply, we urge that all necessatgrim measures be taken to
halt the alleged violations and prevent their reuoence and in the event that the



investigations support or suggest the allegatiorisetcorrect, to ensure the accountability
of any persons responsible for the alleged viotetio

Your Excellency’s Government’s response will be madailable in a report to
be presented to the Human Rights Council for itssiteration.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of glhesti consideration.

Christof Heyns
Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary oiteaty executions

David Kaye
Special Rapporteur on the promotion and proteaidhe right to freedom of opinion
and expression

Maina Kiai
Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of pei@ssembly and of association

Michel Forst
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rigefenders



Annex
Referenceto inter national human rightslaw

In connection with above alleged facts and corssene would like to draw your
Excellency’s Government’s attention to the follogiimuman rights standards:

The above mentioned allegations appear to bentraxention with article 6 (1)
of the International Covenant on Civil and Politieaghts (ICCPR), ratified by Uganda
on 21 June 1995, which provides that every indiagichas the right to life and security of
the person, that this right shall be protectedawy, land that no person shall be arbitrarily
deprived of his or her life. We also would likedmaw the attention of your Excellency’s
Government to articles 19 and 22 of the ICCPR quamsng the right to freedom of
expression and freedom of association.

We would like to remind your Excellency’'s Govermmheof the duty to
investigate, prosecute, and punish all violatiohshe right to life. The Human Rights
Committee in its General Comment 6, para. 3, hiaktkat it considers article 6 (1) of the
ICCPR to include that States parties should takexsmnes to prevent and punish
deprivation of life by criminal acts.

We also want to recall that the Principles on tféective Prevention and
Investigation of Extra-legal, Arbitrary and SummaExecutions (resolution 1989/65
Economic and Social Council) also establish Stadety to conduct thorough, prompt
and impartial investigations of all suspected cadesxtra-legal, arbitrary and summary
executions and the obligation to bring to justitgparsons identified by the investigation
as having participated in those executions. Theg aktablish the obligation of States to
ensure effective protection to those who receiathdénreats and are in danger of extra-
legal, arbitrary or summary executions. They furtmecall that the families and
dependents of victims of extra-legal, arbitrarysammary executions shall be entitled to
fair and adequate compensation within a reasomasled of time.

We moreover refer to Resolution 12/16 of the HuRaghts Council, which calls
upon states to ensure that victims of violationthefright to freedom of expression have
an effective remedy, to investigate effectivelyetitis and acts of violence, and to bring to
justice those resopnsible to combat impunity.

We would like to refer your Excellency's Governmédn the fundamental
principles set forth in the Declaration on the Rigind Responsibility of Individuals,
Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Pratestersally Recognized Human
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, also known aldihBeclaration on Human Rights
Defenders. In particular, we would like to referddicles 1 and 2 of the Declaration
which state that everyone has the right to pronaoie to strive for the protection and
realization of human rights and fundamental freesl@nthe national and international
levels and that each State has a prime respomgibitid duty to protect, promote and
implement all human rights and fundamental freedoms

Furthermore, we would like to bring to the attentiof your Excellency’s



Government the following provisions of the UN Dealion on Human Rights
Defenders:

- article 6 (b) and (c), which provides for thght to freely publish, impart or
disseminate information and knowledge on all humghts and fundamental freedoms,
and to study, discuss and hold opinions on therghsee of these rights; and

- article 12, paragraphs 2 and 3, which providest the State shall take all
necessary measures to ensure the protection oyaeeragainst any violence, threats,
retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse discriioma pressure or any other arbitrary
action as a consequence of his or her legitimaggcese of the rights referred to in the
Declaration.

Finally, we would like to recall resolution 24/5 tdie Human Rights Council
“States of their obligation to respect and fullyotect the rights of all individuals to
assemble peacefully and associate freely, onlinevels as offline, including in the
context of elections, and including persons espgusninority or dissenting views or
beliefs, human rights defenders, trade unionistsahers, including migrants, seeking to
exercise or to promote these rights, and to talkeeglessary measures to ensure that any
restrictions on the free exercise of the rightdreedom of peaceful assembly and of
association are in accordance with their obligatiemder international human rights
law”.



