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Excellency, 

I have the honour to address you in my capacity as Special Rapporteur on the 
promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, pursuant 
to Human Rights Council resolution 52/9. 

In this connection, I would like to bring to your attention information I have 
received concerning alleged judicial harassment, intimidation and censorship of 
journalist Mr. Ali Kis}Dir. 

Mr. Ali KisJnir is a Turkish Cypriot journalist and the President of the Cypriot 
Press Workers' Union (Basm-Sen), an affiliate of the European and International 
Federations of Journalists (EFJ-IFJ). Mr. KisJnir is well known for his criticism of the 
Turkish Cypriot leader, Mr. Ersin Tatar, and is allegedly targeted frequently by both 
Turkish authorities and by Turkish Cypriot authorities as a result of his journalistic 
work. 

According to information received: 

Mr. KisJnir's journalistic work has been subjected to censorship, and he has 
been targeted by both the Turkish and the Turkish Cypriot authorities several 
times. During the elections for the Turkish Cypriot leader held in 2020, Turkish 
Government officials allegedly called Mr. Ki�mir out as "an enemy of Turkey" 
and a "traitor". 

On 15 August 2020, Mr. KisJnir published an article in the daily newspaper 
Afrika, alleging that Turkish officials held a secret meeting at the headquarters 
of the Security Forces Command, Guvenlik Kuvvetleri Komutanligi (GKK) 
with members of the National Unity Party, Ulusal Birlik Partisi (UBP), and 
members of the National Intelligence Organization of Tiirkiye, Millf jstihbarat 
Te§kilatl (MIT). In the article, the journalist described the meeting as a 
"brothel where the will of Turkish Cypriots is sold and bought" and criticised 
the Turkish government and the Turkish security forces in the northern part of 
Cyprus for interfering in the affairs of the Turkish Cypriot people. 

On 10 October 2021, Mr. KisJnir was denied entry to Tiirkiye. He was 
allegedly taken to a detention room in Istanbul airport where his picture and 
fingerprints were taken by Turkish officials. He was then deported by the 
Turkish authorities to the northern part of Cyprus. 

On 22 February 2022, the "Chief Prosecutor's Office" in the northern part of 
Cyprus filed charges before the "High Criminal Court" against Mr. KisJnir for 
allegedly "insulting and defaming the moral personality" of the security forces 
in the northern part of Cyprus, a charge that could lead to a sentence of up to 
10 years in prison if found guilty under Article 26 of the "Military Crime and 
Penalty Law". Mr. KisJnir was expected to appear in court on 28 February 
2022, but the initial hearing was not held, allegedly due to public pressure. 










