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Excellency,

We have the honour to address you in our capacity as Special Rapporteur on
torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment; Special
Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities; Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial,
summary or arbitrary executions; Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the
enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health and Working
Group on discrimination against women and girls, pursuant to Human Rights Council
resolutions 34/19, 35/6, 35/15, 42/16 and 41/6.

In this connection, we would like to bring to the attention of your Excellency’s
Government information we have received concerning the unfair trial, lengthy pre-trial
detention, torture and the inhuman conditions of detention of Ms. Kanizan Bibi, a
woman with psychosocial disabilities who has been on Pakistan’s death row for 30 years.

According to the information received:

Ms. Bibi was a minor living in poverty, her mother died when she was a child,
and her father struggled to provide for her with his meagre income as a peasant.
She started working at the age of 14 as a domestic worker for a rich, land-owning
family and spent nearly two years caring for and playing with her employer‘s
children. In 1989, Ms. Bibi and her employer were accused of killing members of
the family, including the wife and five children, where she worked.

On 9 August 1989, Ms. Bibi was arrested and brought to Police Station Pir Mahal,
Toba Tek Singh, where she was charged with murder under section 302/34 of the
Pakistan Penal Code. Ms. Bibi was in police custody for 15 days. During this
time, the police hung her from thick ropes, mice were let loose in her shalwar
(loose pants) which were tied at the ankles so that the rodents would not be able to
escape and she also received electric shockss. Ms. Bibi was so badly injured that
she had to be transferred to a hospital for a few days. Eventually, the police
managed to extract a false confession from her under duress. Later, she retracted
her confession before the High Court on appeal. Her lawyers challenged the
admissibility of the confession, but to no avail.



After spending almost 18 months in pre-trial detention, Ms. Bibi was sentenced to
death by the District Court on 7 January 1991. The trial court’s conviction relied
heavily on Ms. Bibi’s coerced confession and overlooked key evidentiary gaps.
The court also failed to ascertain Ms. Bibi’s age, although her family claim that
she was around 16 years old at the time of arrest, the police recorded Ms. Bibi’s
age as 25 years old. Moreover, in deciding to impose the harshest sentence, the
court relied on the gendered tropes in the prosecution’s narrative, which painted
Ms. Bibi as a promiscuous woman, having an affair with her co-accused, who was
her employer—without any evidence. The judge accepted the story of the
adulterous relationship, noting that the employer had been willing to kill his own
relatives simply so that he could — “marry a lousy woman”—a reference to
Ms. Bibi.

On appeal before the High Court, Ms. Bibi attempted to contest the coerced
confession. However, the Lahore High Court upheld her sentence on 7 February
1994. The Supreme Court subsequently dismissed Ms. Bibi’s final appeal on
2 March 1999. In coming to these decisions, the appeals courts failed to
investigate Ms. Bibi’s juvenile status at the time of the offence, the severe torture
that coerced her into providing a false confession, the evidential gaps and the
judicial stereotyping applied to her. In 1999, the President also dismissed her
petition for mercy along with those of over sixty others.

Ms. Bibi’s health, including her mental health, has deteriorated continuously
during the three decades while on death row - more than two-thirds of her life.
She was diagnosed with schizophrenia in 2000. In 2006, she was transferred to the
Punjab Institute of Mental Health (PIMH), where she was institutionalized and
received some mental health treatment. In December 2017, however, she was
shifted back to a women’s ward in Lahore’s Central Jail to make space for other
patients. She has not spoken a word in over a decade, does not recognize family
members, and is unable to dress or care for herself.

On 21 April 2018, the Hon. Chief Justice of Pakistan took an unusual suo motu
action in her case. He directed a medical board to examine her and submit a report
to the Supreme Court, on the basis of which her sentence of death could be
commuted. He also ordered that she be immediately shifted to the PIMH under the
supervision of a consultant psychiatrist at PIMH. Following this order, Ms. Bibi
was initially moved back to PIMH to receive treatment. However, on 13 July
2019 Ms. Bibi was transferred from PIMH to Central Jail Rawalpindi to undergo
the medical board exam ordered by the Hon. Chief Justice. She has not had any
access to mental health treatment and support since then. She remains on death
row until today.
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