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standard of living, and on the right to non-discrimination in this context; the Special Rapporteur on
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10 October 2019
Excellency,

We have the honour to address you in our capacities as Special Rapporteur on
adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living, and on
the right to non-discrimination in this context; Special Rapporteur on minority issues; and
Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia
and related intolerance, pursuant to Human Rights Council resolutions 34/9, 34/6 and
34/35.

In this connection, we would like to bring to the attention of your Excellency’s
Government information we have received concerning allegations of persecution, arrest
and detention of persons belonging to the Roma minority, following inter-communal
tensions between Roma and non-Roma residents taking place in Ust’-Abakan
(Republic of Khakassia) and in Chemodanovka and Lopatki (Penza Oblast), in
2018 and 2019.

According to the information received:
Ust’-Abakan

On 5 May 2018, a violent fight broke out between members of the Roma minority
and three non-Roma local residents in Ust’-Abakan, Republic of Khakassia. The
main reason for the fight was a suspicion that members of the Roma minority
were stealing parts of the fence of a plot located near the Romani settlement. One
of the non-Roma local residents involved in the fight died.

On 15 May 2018, masked men drove to the Romani settlement and threw funeral
wreaths, while allegedly screaming “death for death” and firing shots in the
direction of the settlement. Following the incident, all 500 Roma left their homes
and the village. Following the Roma departure, the settlement was attacked and
looted by local residents, and all Roma property, including 64 homes, was
completely destroyed. The local police did not intervene to stop the looting and
destruction, which lasted for five days. A number of those Roma fleeing the
village found refuge in relatives’ houses in nearby villages, whereas 300 of them
kept on moving around the area of Ust’-Abakan as they could not find a place to
settle.



By the end of the summer of 2018, a number of them decided to return to Ust’-
Abakan and try to rebuild their homes, but upon their return they were informed
by the village administration that their homes would be razed for being
“unauthorized structures” and that a lawsuit against the legality of such structures
had been filed with the Ust’-Abakan District Court in September 2018.

On 21 February 2019, the Ust’-Abakan District Court rejected the lawsuit. The
Ust’-Abakan administration successfully appealed the District Court’s decision
before the Supreme Court of the Republic of Khakassia, and on 30 May 2019 the
Supreme Court granted the appeal and ordered that 13 Roma homes were to be
razed for being “unauthorized structures”. At the time of this communication,
Roma families continue to inhabit the homes, with the act of demolition still
pending due to the filing of a cassation appeal against the Supreme Court’s
decision of 30 May 2019.

Chemodanovka and Lopatki villages

On 13 June 2019, a violent fight broke out in the village of Chemodanovka, Penza
Oblast, between members of the Roma minority and non-Roma local residents.
The fight led to the death of one non-Roma resident. The local police arrested
three individuals; all three were Roma.

The following day, on 14 June 2019, approximately 1,500 residents of
Chemodanovka participated in a gathering calling for the eviction of all Roma
from the village. Fearing vengeful acts against them, 900 members of the Roma
minority fled Chemodanovka and the neighboring village of Lopatki, during the
night of 14 June.

Local police and Investigative Committee officers stopped and arrested 175 of the
fleeing Roma, women and men. The majority of these individuals were released
within several hours following interrogation; 27 of them, however, were kept in
custody in the pre-trial detention facility of Penza. Some of those arrested suffered
inhumane treatment in the hands of law enforcement officers during interrogation,
including beatings and choking, and in one case torture by suffocation. In
addition, DNA samples were taken from all those kept in custody and cases were
opened against them under various articles of the Criminal Code, including Part
2 of Article 213 (collusion by a group of people to commit hooliganism), Part 3 of
Article 30 and paragraphs a, h, and k of Part 2 of Article 105 (attempted murder of
two or more people by a group in previous concert). Among the detained there are
people who did not participate in the fight and who had an alibi, which could be
confirmed by numerous witnesses.

In the days following the Roma departure, law enforcement reported acts of
vandalism and theft in the abandoned homes in both Chemodanovka and Lopatki
villages. Authorities in the Penza Oblast - where both Chemodanovka and Lopatki



Please provide the details, and where available the results, of any
investigation and/or inquiry undertaken on the violent incidents in Ust’-
Abakan and Chemodanovka. If no investigation has been initiated or is
inconclusive, please explain why.

Please provide the details, and where available the results, of any
investigation and/or inquiry undertaken on allegations of destruction of
property and looting following the departure of the members of the Roma
minority of Ust’-Abakan, Chemodanovka and Lopatki. If no investigation
has been initiated or is inconclusive, please explain why.


















