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REFERENCE: 

OL DNK 2/2018 
 

20 December 2018 

 
Excellency, 
 

We have the honour to address you in our capacities as Working Group on 

Arbitrary Detention; Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to 
freedom of opinion and expression; Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of 
peaceful assembly and of association; Special Rapporteur on minority issues; Special 
Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief; and Special Rapporteur on the promotion 

and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism, 
pursuant to Human Rights Council resolutions 33/30, 34/18, 32/32, 34/6, 31/16 and 31/3. 

 
In this connection, we write to you regarding the case of Mr. Dennis Christensen, 

a Danish citizen, and a member of the religious minority Jehovah’s Witnesses, detained 
on 25 May 2017, in Oryol, Russian Federation, and who remains in pre-trial detention, 
reportedly until 1 February 2019.  
 

We would like to inform you that Mr. Christensen is the subject of a 
communication sent to the Russian Federation (ref. no RUS 22/2018). We would like to 
let you know that we are following up with the relevant authorities and in this regard 
would welcome any further information on this case you may have.  

 
Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of our highest consideration. 

 

Elina Steinerte 

Vice-Chair of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention 

 
 

David Kaye 

Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion 
and expression 

 

Clement Nyaletsossi Voule 

Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association 

 

Fernand de Varennes 

Special Rapporteur on minority issues 

 

Ahmed Shaheed 

Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief 
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Fionnuala Ní Aoláin 

Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms while countering terrorism 

 


