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Excellency,

We have the honour to address you in our capacity as Special Rapporteur on the
promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression; Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran; Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders; and Special Rapporteur on torture
and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment pursuant to Human
Rights Council resolutions 16/4, 19/12, 16/5, and 16/23.

In this connection, we would like to draw the attention of your Excellency’s
Government to information we have received regarding the alleged imminent deportation
of Mr. Abdullah Barahouei to the Islamic Republic of Iran.

According to the information received:
Mr. Abdullah Barahouei is a blogger of Iranian nationality and Balochi origin.

Mr. Barahouei reportedly contributed on a regular basis to the Balochistan
Sarafraz blog. In his blog posts, he drew attention to human rights violations in
the southeastern region of Balochistan and criticized the Government of the
Islamic Republic of Iran for its actions in this connection.

It is reported that Mr. Barahouei stepped up his activities during the 2009
presidential elections and denounced the Iranian Government’s discrimination
against the Balochi people in this context. While posts on the Balochistan Sarafraz
blog are anonymous, it is reported that Mr. Barahouei was the author of many
posts on the blog during this period.

In 2009, Mr. Sakhi Regi, editor of Balochistan Sarafraz, was arrested and
sentenced to 20 years in prison in connection with the blog. Several of the blog’s
contributors were arrested at the same time. It is reported that Mr. Barahouei fled
the country at this time because of fears for his safety.



It is reported that the Swedish Migration Board will take a decision on 1 February
2013 as to whether to deport Mr. Barahouei to the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Serious concern is expressed about the risk of violations of the basic human rights
of Mr. Abdullah Barahouei, should your Excellency’s Government decide to deport him
to the Islamic Republic of Iran. We have received information on various cases that
human rights defenders and activists with minority background in the Islamic Republic of
Iran face considerable risk of arrest, torture and even being sentenced to death for
speaking out in public against the Government. We refer to the attached press release by
a number of Special Rapporteurs of 25 January 2013 as the latest example of this trend.

While we do not wish to prejudge the accuracy of these allegations, we should
like to appeal to your Excellency’s Government to seek clarification of the circumstances
regarding the case of the person named above. We would like to stress that each
Government has the obligation to protect the right to physical and mental integrity of all
persons. This right is set forth inter alia in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR), the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment (CAT).

We would also like to draw your Excellency's Government’s attention to article 3
of the CAT, which provides that no State party shall expel, return (“refouler”), or
extradite a person to another State where there are substantial grounds for believing that
the person would be in danger of being subjected to torture. In this regard, paragraph 9
of General Comment 20 on the prohibition of torture and other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment, in which the Human Rights Committee states that
State parties “must not expose individuals to the danger of torture or cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment upon return to another country by way of extradition,
expulsion or refoulement”. Furthermore, paragraph 9 of the Resolution A/RES/61/253 of
the UN General Assembly urges States “not to expel, return (“refouler”), extradite or in
any other way transfer a person to another State where there are stubstntial grounds for
belieiving that the person would be in danger of being subjected to torture”.

Furthermore, paragraph 6d of Human Rights Council Resolution 8/8 urges States
not to expel, return (refouler), extradite or in any other way transfer a person to another
State where there are substantial grounds for believing that the person would be in danger
of being subjected to torture and; the Council recognizes in this respect that diplomatic
assurances, where used, do not release States from their obligations under international
human rights, humanitarian and refugee law, in particular the principle of non-
refoulement;

We would also like to appeal to your Excellency’s Government to take all
necessary steps to secure the right to freedom of opinion and expression in accordance
with fundamental principles as set forth in article 19 of the ICCPR, which provides that
“Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom
to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers,



either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of his
choice.”

In this connection, we would like to refer your Excellency's Government to the
fundamental principles set forth in the Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of
Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally
Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, and in particular articles 1 and 2
which state that "everyone has the right individually or in association with others, to
promote and to strive for the protection and realization of human rights and fundamental
freedoms at the national and international levels” and that “each State has a prime
responsibility and duty to protect, promote and implement all human rights and
fundamental freedoms, inter alia, by adopting such steps as may be necessary to create all
conditions necessary in the social, economic, political and other fields, as well as the
legal guarantees required to ensure that all persons under its jurisdiction, individually and
in association with others, are able to enjoy all those rights and freedoms in practice”.

Furthermore, we would like to bring to the attention of your Excellency’s
Government the following provisions of the Declaration:

- article 6 points b) and c¢) which provide that everyone has the right,
individually and in association with others as provided for in human rights and
other applicable international instruments, freely to publish, impart or
disseminate to others views, information and knowledge on all human rights
and fundamental freedoms; and to study, discuss, form and hold opinions on
the observance, both in law and in practice, of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms and, through these and other appropriate means, to
draw public attention to those matters.

- article 12 paras 2 and 3 of the Declaration which provide that the State shall
take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the competent
authorities of everyone, individually and in association with others, against
any violence, threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse discrimination,
pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of his or her legitimate
exercise of the rights referred to in the Declaration. In this connection,
everyone is entitled, individually and in association with others, to be
protected effectively under national law in reacting against or opposing,
through peaceful means, activities and acts, including those by omission,
attributable to States that result in violations of human rights and fundamental
freedoms, as well as acts of violence perpetrated by groups or individuals that
affect the enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

In view of the urgency of the matter, we would appreciate a response on the initial
steps taken by your Excellency’s Government to safeguard the rights of the above-
mentioned person in compliance with the above international instruments.

Moreover, it is our responsibility under the mandates provided to us by the
Human Rights Council, to seek to clarify all cases brought to our attention. Since we are



expected to report on these cases to the Human Rights Council, we would be grateful for
your cooperation and your observations on the following matters, when relevant to the
case under consideration:

1. Are the facts alleged in the above summary of the case accurate?
2. Has a complaint been lodged by or on behalf of the alleged victim?

3. Please provide full details of the legal basis for the deportation of Mr.
Abdullah Barahouei, if this is to take place.

We undertake to ensure that your Excellency’s Government’s response to each of
these questions is accurately reflected in the report we will submit to the Human Rights
Council for its consideration.

While waiting for your response, we urge your Excellency's Government to take
all necessary measures to guarantee that the rights and freedoms of Mr. Abdullah
Barahouei are respected and, in the event that your investigations support or suggest the
above allegations to be correct, not to deport him to the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of our highest consideration.

Frank La Rue
Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of
opinion and expression

Ahmed Shaheed
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran

Margaret Sekaggya
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders

Juan E. Méndez
Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment



