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Excellency,

| have the honour to address you in my capacitySpsecial Rapporteur on
adequate housing as a component of the right tadaguate standard of living, and on
the right to non-discrimination in this context puant to General Assembly resolution
60/251 and to Human Rights Council resolution 15/8.

In this connection, | would like to draw the atientof your Excellency's Government to
information received regarding tladleged imminent eviction of some 27 Roma familisom

the informal settlement in Block 72 in Novi Beogadby the Building Directorate of Serbia to
build commercial housing on the site.

According to information we have received:

Some 27 Roma families (111 persons) in Block 72/iNBeograd face imminent
eviction by the Building Directorate of Serbia aaslof 16 November 2011, were
given one day to vacate their houses. It is undedsthat 20 of these families are
internally displaced persons from Kosovo, includs®)children. Reportedly the
eviction process has already commenced with ingpecteing conducted and
the issuance of building code violation noticesasidents. Allegedly the process
was initiated without prior consultation with theofRa community and no
adequate alternative accommodation would have loéfened. In addition the

eviction would allegedly proceed despite the appeahe Ombudsman who is
seized of the matter.

While | do not wish to prejudge the accuracy ofsthallegations, | would like to remind
your Excellency’s Government of Article 11.1 of tHaternational Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, to which $eiib a party, which states that “the
States Parties to present Covenant recognize gie df everyone to an adequate
standard of living for himself and his family, inding housing, and to the continuous
improvement of living conditions”. The Committee &tonomic, Social and Cultural
Rights commented the right to adequate housintsiGéneral Comment No. 4, stressing



that the right to housing should not be interpreted narrow or restrictive sense such as
merely having a roof over one’s head; rather, musth be seen as the right to live

somewhere in security, peace and dignity. Withe“quiority to those social groups

living in unfavorable conditions,” the right to h&ing includes guaranteeing: (a) legal
security of tenure; (b) availability of servicesaterials, facilities and infrastructure; (c)

affordability; (d) habitability; (e) accessibility(f) location; and (g) cultural adequacy.

The Committee also added that “the right to housihguld be ensured to all persons
irrespective of income or access to economic ressur

As repeatedly stated, including in resolutions 199&nd 2004/28 of the Commission on
Human Rights, forced evictions constitute primaidagiolations of a wide range of

internationally recognized human rights and largalesevictions may only be carried out
under exceptional circumstances and in full acawmdawith international human rights
law. According to the General Comment No. 7:

“15. Appropriate procedural protection and duecpss are essential aspects of all
human rights but are especially pertinent in refatio a matter such as forced evictions
which directly invokes a large number of the rigtesognized in both the International

Covenants on Human Rights. The Committee consithatsthe procedural protections

which should be applied in relation to forced ewics include: (a) an opportunity for

genuine consultation with those affected; (b) adégjland reasonable notice for all
affected persons prior to the scheduled date afiewi; (c) information on the proposed

evictions, and, where applicable, on the altereapiurpose for which the land or housing
Is to be used, to be made available in reasonabéeto all those affected; (d) especially
where groups of people are involved, governmeritiafé or their representatives to be
present during an eviction; (e) all persons cagyout the eviction to be properly

identified; (f) evictions not to take place in pautarly bad weather or at night unless the
affected persons consent otherwise; (g) provisibfegal remedies; and (h) provision,

where possible, of legal aid to persons who araeed of it to seek redress from the
courts.

“16. Evictions should not result in individuals bgi rendered homeless or
vulnerable to the violation of other human rightéhere those affected are unable to
provide for themselves, the State party must takeagpropriate measures, to the
maximum of its available resources, to ensure thééquate alternative housing,
resettlement or access to productive land, asabe may be, is available.”

| would also like to draw your Excellency's Goveemts attention to the
recommendations it accepted during the Universab&ie Review on 5 December 2008
that: “From June 2008-February 2009, the RS wilpkesiding over the Decade of Roma
Inclusion 2005-2015. The priorities of the prografithe presidency of the RS over this
initiative are housing improvements....” (A/HRC/10/&8d 1)

As it is my responsibility, according to the maredantrusted to me by the Human
Rights Council, to clarify all allegations brougtd my attention. | would therefore
greatly appreciate detailed information from youov@&nment concerning the above
situation and about the measures taken by the dempauthorities. | would in particular
appreciate to receive information on the followpants:
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1. Are the facts alleged in the above summary of Hs®= @ccurate?
2. Could you please indicate the legal basis of taemd eviction?

3. Did appropriate consultations take place withdffected community? If yes,
please provide details, date and outcome of thessuttations.

4. To what extent have measures of compensation paein place for all
concerned person, with a due assessment of thefldssir housing?

5. What measures have been foreseen to ensurta¢heticted persons will not
become homeless?

6. What has been foreseen in terms of relocatibs?els have been designated
for relocation, please provide details on the eXacation, including details
on the area and quality of land, access to puldivises and livelihood
sources.

| would greatly appreciate receiving from your Hi@ecy 's Government within
30 days the above mentioned additional informationndertake to ensure that your
Excellency’s Government’s response to each of tqeestions is accurately reflected in
the reports | will submit to the Human Rights Colfar its consideration.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of rgstigonsideration.

Raquel Rolnik
Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a comipohthe right to an adequate
standard of living, and on the right to non-disanation in this context



