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Excellency,

We have the honour to address you in our capasitZhair-Rapporteur of the
Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappeaes and the Special Rapporteur
on the situation of human rights defenders purssanGeneral Assembly resolution
60/251 and to Human Rights Council resolutions @&Mid 16/5.

In this connection, we would like to draw the atiem of your Excellency’s
Government to information we have received regardime arrest and possible enforced
disappearance of MAbdel Karim Rihaoui. Mr. Rihaoui is the president of the Syrian
League for Human Rights.

According to the information received:

On 11 August 2011, Mr. Abdel Karim Rihaoui was ateel by Air Intelligence
officials at the Havana Cafe, located in downtowaniascus, where he was
meeting with a journalist. Allegedly, he was thakein to an unknown location
and his current fate and whereabouts are unknowa. sburce alleges that his
arrest and possible enforced disappearance coutéldied to his human rights
activities, including his mobilisation on casegofitical prisoners.

If the above mentioned allegations are confirméds tase may amount to an
enforced disappearance.

Serious concern is expressed about the physicgbsyahological integrity of Mr.
Abdel Karim Rihaoui due to the fact that his cutrate and whereabouts are unknown.
Further concern is expressed that the arrest assiljje enforced disappearance of Mr.
Abdel Karim Rihaoui may be linked to his work imet defense of human rights and
fundamental freedoms, and in particular, due to msbilisation on cases of political
prisoners.



While we do not wish to prejudge the accuracy efsthallegations, we wish to
draw your Excellency’s attention to the right toypical and mental integrity of Mr.
Abdel Karim Rihaoui.

In relation to the allegations according to whible fate and whereabouts of Mr.
Abdel Karim Rihaoui are unknown, we would like teing to your Excellency’s
Government’s attention the United Nations Declaratn the Protection of All Persons
from Enforced Disappearance which sets out necegsatection by the State, and in
particular:

- article 2 (no State shall practice, permit oetate enforced disappearances);

- article 3 (each State shall take effective legigé, administrative, judicial or
other measures to prevent and terminate acts ofead disappearance in any territory
under its jurisdiction);

- article 6 (no order or instruction of any pub#athority, civilian, military or
other, may be invoked to justify an enforced disgrpnce);

- article 7 (no circumstances whatsoever, whethireat of war, a state of war,
internal political instability or any other publEemergency, may be invoked to justify
enforced disappearances);

- article 9 (right to a prompt and effective judiciremedy to determine the
whereabouts of persons deprived of their liberty);

- article 10 (right to access of competent natiomathorities to all places of
detention; to be held in an officially recognizeldge of detention, in conformity with
national law and to be brought before a judiciahatity promptly after detention; to
accurate information on the detention of persortsthair place of detention being made
available to their family, counsel or other persaith a legitimate interest); and

- article 12 (right to the maintenance in everycplaf detention of official up-to-
date registers of all detained persons).

We would also like to refer your Excellency's Goveent to the fundamental
principles set forth in the Declaration on the Righd Responsibility of Individuals,
Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Pratestersally Recognized Human
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, and in partiadéles 1 and 2 which state that
"everyone has the right individually or in assaoiatwith others, to promote and to strive
for the protection and realization of human rightsd fundamental freedoms at the
national and international levels” and that “eatit&has a prime responsibility and duty
to protect, promote and implement all human rigind fundamental freedoms, inter alia,
by adopting such steps as may be necessary toe calatonditions necessary in the
social, economic, political and other fields, adlvas the legal guarantees required to



ensure that all persons under its jurisdictionjvigidially and in association with others,
are able to enjoy all those rights and freedonmactice.”

Furthermore, we would like to bring to the attentiof your Excellency’s
Government the following provisions of the Declayat

- article 5, points b) and c¢) which provide that foe purpose of promoting and
protecting human rights and fundamental freedomsryene has the right to form, join
and participate in non-governmental organizatioassociations or groups, and to
communicate with non-governmental or intergoverni@esrganizations; and

- article 12, paras 2 and 3 of the Declaration wipcovide that the State shall
take all necessary measures to ensure the protetiothe competent authorities of
everyone, individually and in association with gtheagainst any violence, threats,
retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse discrimiam pressure or any other arbitrary
action as a consequence of his or her legitimagecese of the rights referred to in the
Declaration. In this connection, everyone is egditlindividually and in association with
others, to be protected effectively under natidaal in reacting against or opposing,
through peaceful means, activities and acts, imetuthose by omission, attributable to
States that result in violations of human rightd iamdamental freedoms, as well as acts
of violence perpetrated by groups or individualatthaffect the enjoyment of human
rights and fundamental freedoms.

We urge your Excellency's Government to take altessary measures to
guarantee that the rights and freedoms of Mr. Alk@eim Rihaoui are respected and, in
the event that your investigations support or sagfjee above allegations to be correct,
the accountability of any person responsible ofalieged violations should be ensured.
We also request that your Excellency’'s Governmeopteffective measures to prevent
the recurrence of these acts.

In view of the urgency of the matter, we would agmiaite a response on the initial
steps taken by your Excellency’s Government togaded the rights of Mr. Abdel Karim
Rihaoui in compliance with the above internationatruments.

Moreover, it is our responsibility under the mamdaprovided to us by the
Human Rights Council, to seek to clarify all cabesught to our attention. Since we are
expected to report on these cases to the HumartsR@ghuncil, we would be grateful for
your cooperation and your observations on the Wollg matters, when relevant to the
case under consideration:

1. Are the facts alleged in the above summary acctrate
2. Please provide information on the fate and wheretsbof Mr. Abdel Karim

Rihaoui. If his fate and whereabouts are unknoveage provide the details
on any investigation or other queries which mayehbgen carried out. If no



gueries have taken place, or if they have beenntiasive, please explain
why.

3. Please provide the details, and where available mbsults, of any
investigation, medical examinations, and judicialadher inquiries carried
out in relation to this case. Have penal, discgln or administrative
sanctions been imposed on the alleged perpetratbns@ inquiries have
taken place, or if they have been inconclusiveaggeexplain why.

We undertake to ensure that your Excellency’s Guwvent’s response to each of
these questions is accurately reflected in thertepe will submit to the Human Rights
Council for its consideration.

We would like to bring to the attention of your EXdency’'s Government that
should the source submit the above mentioned ditegaoncerning Mr. Abdel Karim
Rihaoui as a case to the Working Group on Enfoarebhvoluntary Disappearances, it
will be considered by the Working Group accordingits methods of work, in which
case your Excellency’'s Government will be infornfigdseparate correspondence.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of glesti consideration.
Jeremy Sarkin
Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Enforcedheoluntary

Disappearances

Margaret Sekaggya
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rigetenders



