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Excellency,

We have the honour to address you in our capaciseSpecial Rapporteur on
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions; SakeRapporteur on the promotion and
protection of the right to freedom of opinion angression; and Special Rapporteur on
the situation of human rights defenders pursuar@daeral Assembly resolution 60/251
and to Human Rights Council resolutions 17/5, Esid 16/5.

In this connection, we would like to bring to yolKkcellency’s Government’'s
attention information we have received concernimg killing of human rights defender
Father Fausto Tentorio in Arakan Valley, located in North Cotabato, Sauth
Mindanao.

Father Fausto Tentorio was an ltalian priest andsimnary of the Pontifical
Institute for Foreign Missions (PIME) and Alternagub-Regional Coordinator for
Southern Mindanao of the the Rural Missionariesh& Philippines (RMP). He had
worked in the Philippines since 1978 and servetthénTribal Filipinos Apostolate of the
Diocese of Kidapawan, where he was active in supmpand promoting initiatives for
the promotion of the rights of poor and indigenpesple in the Arakan Valley, such as
the development of a school project for Lumad yoatid the use of sustainable
agriculture by the community.

According to the information received:
On 17 October 2011, at approximately 8:30 a.ms reported that Father Fausto

Tentorio was shot by an unknown man as he was pngp@ leave the convent of
the Mother of Perpetual Help Parish in the Arakaotabato.



Parishioners allegedly came to his aid and brobghtto the Medical Specialists
Hospital in Antipas town. However, he was repongqatioclaimed dead on arrival
as a result of multiple gunshot wounds to his readichest.

In recent years, Father Fausto Tentorio had allggeelen working to stop the
expansion of mining activities on tribal lands whithreatened to displace
indigenous peoples. It is also alleged that he ¢rédttized the military for its
operations in the community, and that he had proced against the “peace and
development” programs in the Arakan Valley.

It is also reported that his work had led to presidhreats against him. On 6
October 2003, it is reported that while he wastiwigia Lumad village, armed
Bagani paramilitaries came looking for him. Howevéhe local villagers

reportedly denied the presence of the priest irvilfege.

Father Fausto Tentorio is reportedly the thirdidtalPIME priest to have been
shot dead in Mindanao since 1985 and the secotitgkiDiocese of Kidapawan to
have been allegedly killed at the hands of parsmyli groups. It is further

reported that such paramilitary groups are respiméor the killings of a Lumad

Higaonon leader and his nephew earlier this year.

Grave concern is expressed that the killing of &atRausto Tentorio may be
directly linked to his legitimate and peaceful warkdefence of human rights and in
particular the rights of the indigenous people autBern Mindanao. Further concern is
expressed regarding the general situation of hungns defenders who fight for the
promotion and protection of land rights and thétsgof indigenous people.

We would like to recall your Excellency’s Governrhéime fundamental principles
provided in article 3 of the Universal DeclaratmfifHuman Rights, stating that ‘everyone
has the right to life, liberty and security of par§ as well as in article 6, paragraph 1, of
the International Covenant on Civil and Politicagits (ICCPR), ratified on 23 October
1986,stipulating that “every human being has the inhiengiht to life. This right shall be
protected by law. No one shall be arbitrarily degd of his life.”

We would also like to remind you in particular betnecessity to conduct diligent
investigations on the perpetrated violations. Iis ttonnection, the Principles on the
Effective Prevention and Investigation of Extradkgg Arbitrary and Summary
Executions, namely principle 9 provide that “Thesieall be thorough, prompt and
impartial investigation of all suspected cases xfireelegal, arbitrary and summary
executions, including cases where complaints bwtives or other reliable reports
suggest unnatural death in the above circumstdnces.

We would also like to appeal to your Excellency'®v@rnment to take all
necessary steps to secure the right to freedonpiofam and expression in accordance



with fundamental principles as set forth in artitl of the ICCPR, which provides that
“Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expi@s, this right shall include freedom
to seek, receive and impart information and idefaallokinds, regardless of frontiers,
either orally, in writing or in print, in the forraf art, or through any other media of his
choice.”

We would like to refer your Excellency's Government the fundamental
principles set forth in the Declaration on the Rigind Responsibility of Individuals,
Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Pratastersally Recognized Human
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, and in parti@aféles 1 and 2 which state that
“everyone has the right individually or in assoi@atwith others, to promote and to strive
for the protection and realization of human righatsd fundamental freedoms at the
national and international levels” and that “eat&t&has a prime responsibility and duty
to protect, promote and implement all human rigintd fundamental freedoms, inter alia,
by adopting such steps as may be necessary tce cadatonditions necessary in the
social, economic, political and other fields, adlvas the legal guarantees required to
ensure that all persons under its jurisdictionjviadially and in association with others,
are able to enjoy all those rights and freedonmactice.”

In addition, we would like to bring to the attemticof your Excellency’s
Government article 12, paras 2 and 3 of the Dettaravhich provide that the State shall
take all necessary measures to ensure the pratetiothe competent authorities of
everyone, individually and in association with otheagainst any violence, threats,
retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse discririamg pressure or any other arbitrary
action as a consequence of his or her legitimagecese of the rights referred to in the
Declaration. In this connection, everyone is eaditlindividually and in association with
others, to be protected effectively under natidaal in reacting against or opposing,
through peaceful means, activities and acts, imeuthose by omission, attributable to
States that result in violations of human rightd &mdamental freedoms, as well as acts
of violence perpetrated by groups or individuaks @ffect the enjoyment of human rights
and fundamental freedoms.

Regarding the allegations received that the peafmes of the violations reported
are non-State actors, we would like to call to #igention of your Excellency's
Government the Human Rights Council Resolution ACARES/13/13 of 15 April de
2010, which recognizes “the immediate need to puérsd to and take concrete steps to
prevent threats, harassment, violence, includingdgebased violence, and attacks by
States and non-State actors against all those edgaghe promotion and protection of
human rights and fundamental freedoms for all” &l vas to adopt the necessary
measures to prevent such acts. In this ResolutierHuman Rights Council also “urges
States to promote a safe and enabling environmewhich human rights defenders can
operate free from hindrance and insecurity.”

Furthermore, the Special Rapporteur on the sitoaifdiuman rights defenders, in
her report to the General Assembly A/65/223 of 4gdst 2010, stated that “the



responsibility of non-State actors to respect tglts of human rights defenders does not
relieve the State of its obligations under humats law to respect, protect and fulfil
human rights, including those of human rights déé&s. (...).” The Special Rapporteur
argued that the State’s obligation to protect tfinsvolves ensuring that defenders do not
suffer from violations of their rights by non-Statetors. Failure to protect could, in
particular circumstances, engage the State’s redpbty. Secondly, States should
provide defenders victims of human rights violatomith an effective remedy. To that
end, all violations of the rights of defenders dbobe investigated promptly and
impartially and perpetrators prosecuted. Fightingpunity for violations committed
against defenders is crucial in order to enablemt#rs to work in a safe and conducive
environment.”

We urge your Excellency's Government to take altessary measures to
guarantee that the rights and freedoms of thos@aigming in relation to land rights and
the rights of indigenous people are respected @nthe event that your investigations
support or suggest the above allegations to beecirthe accountability of any person
responsible of the alleged violation should be estduWe also request that your
Excellency’s Government adopt effective measurepravent the recurrence of these
acts.

Moreover, it is our responsibility under the mamdaprovided to us by the Human
Rights Council, to seek to clarify all cases braughour attention. Since we are expected
to report on these cases to the Human Rights Clouwmeiwould be grateful for your
cooperation and your observations on the follownsagters:

1. Are the facts alleged in the above summary efctise accurate?
2. Has a complaint been lodged on behalf of Fdtaesto Tentorio?
3. Please provide the details, and where availdbé& results, of any

investigation, and judicial or other inquiries ¢edr out in relation to this
case. If no inquiries have taken place, or if theye been inconclusive,
please explain why.

4. Please provide the full details of any prosengi which have been
undertaken. Have penal, disciplinary or administeatsanctions been
imposed on the alleged perpetrators?

5. Please clarify whether compensation has beere madilable to Father
Fausto Tentorio’s family?

We would appreciate a response within sixty d&@ye. undertake to ensure that
your Excellency’s Government’s response to eachtheSe questions is accurately
reflected in the reports we will submit to the HumRights Council for its consideration.



Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of glesti consideration.

Christof Heyns
Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary oitaaty executions

Frank La Rue
Special Rapporteur on the promotion and proteatfdhe right to
freedom of opinion and expression

Margaret Sekaggya
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rigefenders



