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Excellency,

We have the honour to address you in our respedafpacities as Special

Rapporteur on the human right to safe drinking wated sanitation and Special

Rapporteur on adequate housing as a componenteafdght to an adequate standard of
living, and on the right to non-discrimination imat context, pursuant to Human Rights
Council resolution 16/2 and 15/8.

We are writing to express our deep concern abdwmitestruction of water and
sanitation infrastructure and housing structures inthe West Bank We would
very much appreciate if your Excellency’s Governimauld contact us urgently
about the allegations detailed below. We would garéd be able to reflect any
comment or clarification received from your Excelltg’'s Government in making
public our concerns.

Reportedly on 12 July 2011 Israeli soldiers destdoghree wells in an-
Nassariyam east of Nablus (Area B); on 5 July 20&lisraeli civil

administration demolished one cistern in Al Khaair;the same date, Israeli
soldiers confiscated ten water storage tanks iy&us the third successive
demolition or confiscation of tanks or cisternsSSusya since March 2011, on 22
June 2011, Israeli soldiers demolished one raiemfzrvesting cistern, two
animal shelters and two empty residential barracksolated desert locations in
south east of the village of Arab a-Rashayda; odul 2011, they demolished a
water pool and a water well in Al Harayek; on 1562011, they destroyed 5
water wells in Fasayil al-Wusta; on 29 May 201 Eytldestroyed 8 water wells in
Kafr Dan; on 26 May 2011, they demolished two cisden Idhna; on 5 May
2011, they destroyed 2 cisterns in Susiya; on 7 2pd 1, they destroyed 2
cisterns in Khallet al Fahma; on 29 March 2011y tikestroyed 3 sanitation
facilities in Khirbet Susya; on 23 March 2011, tlumstroyed 2 cisterns in Arab ar
Rashayida; on 7 March 2011, they confiscated 9matkers in Khirbit Tana; on
2 March 2011, they destroyed a rainwater collegtiool and a small pool in Al



Garaous, Al Baga; on 22 February 2011, they demadiseven residential tents
and two water cisterns in Susiya; on 17 Februafii2they destroyed 4 cisterns
and an agricultural room in Khallet al Furn, Bar@'ih and on 19 January 2011,
they destroyed a water well, three agriculturackbkaand a fence in Al Issawiye.

These demolitions were reportedly accompanied Bjrdetion of residential
tents, irrigation equipment and other materialeesal for the livelihood of
residents. Since January 2010, a total of 42 distand 20 sanitation units have
allegedly been destroyed by Israeli defence forte010, the Office of the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs recorded thenublition of 27 cisterns and
other rain water collection systems in the WestiB&eportedly, 342 Palestinian
owned structures were demolished by Israeli defémoes in the first half of
2011 and 656 people, including 351 children, lbstrthomes in the first half of
2011: this is higher than the total number of detioois in 2010, and five times
higher than the figure for the same period in 20kse operations have taken
place mostly in Area C of the West Bank, whichnsler full control of the Israeli
military. In this area, tens of thousands of Paiésts are living without
connections to the water network, and they relywinean cisterns for their water
needs.

The justification offered for these demolitions leen lack of proper permits,
which Israeli military authorities reportedly denadfior all water and sanitation
infrastructure in Area C. However, Palestiniansraportedly rarely able to obtain
the permits required. Furthermore, the Palestiater Authority disputes the
permit requirement with regard to the rehabilitatad water cisterns, which it
contends does not fall under the remit of the Jdlater Committee as this does
not pertain to the allocation and distribution abgndwater sources. Given the
humanitarian urgency, the United Nations has ergdjagactivities to rehabilitate
cisterns which have been destroyed. We note tH2004, the Israeli and
Palestinian heads of the Joint Water Committeeesignjoint declaration
committing to keeping water structures out of tiiele of violence.

Demolition orders are reportedly delivered to hdwdes prior to the destruction
of water and sanitation infrastructure. While thare possibilities to appeal these
orders, in practice, demolition orders have rabagn annulled. We have received
information that in some of the reported cases di¢ioms orders were not served
to the affected resident prior to the demolition.

Without implying any definitive conclusions as twetfacts mentioned above, we
would appreciate information on measures takemsore that the concerned population
in the West Bank has access to safe drinking veatérsanitation and to adequate
housing. The International Covenant on Economicjé&@and Cultural Rights, and the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, all of whishael has ratified, entail human rights
obligations attached to access to safe drinking@med sanitation. The General
Assembly in its resolution 64/292 recognized “tight to safe and clean drinking water
and sanitation as a human right that is essewtiaghg full enjoyment of life and all



human rights.” The Human Rights Council, in itsolefons 15/9 and 16/2 also
recognized by consensus the right to safe drinkiatgr and sanitation. Further, under
the First Additional Protocol to the Geneva Coni@rd and customary international law,
cisterns and other water installations are classifis objects essential for the survival of
the population, and should never be destroyedydésss of their location.

The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural REESCR) has asserted in
its General Comment 15 that everyone is entitlesltéicient, safe, acceptable,
physically accessible and affordable water for peas and domestic uses, which
includes sanitation. States' obligations with rddgaraccess to safe and potable water and
adequate sanitation include the obligation to enguait everyone has sufficient, safe,
acceptable, physically accessible and affordabilpdosonal and domestic use and
Governments must take all necessary measures targea this right to all persons under
its jurisdiction without discrimination. The CESCRs further specified that States are
obliged to refrain from interfering in the enjoyniexf the right to water, including by
engaging in any practice which has the effectroiting access to, or destroying, water
services and infrastructure as a punitive measure.

We would also like to remind your Excellency’s Gowaent of Article 11.1 of the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and @altRights, which states that “the
States Parties to present Covenant recognizegheai everyone to an adequate standard
of living for himself and his family, including heing, and to the continuous
improvement of living conditions”. The Committee &tonomic, Social and Cultural
Rights commented on the right to adequate housingsi General Comment No. 4,
stressing that the right to housing should not riderpreted in a narrow or restrictive
sense such as merely having a roof over one’s hattr, it should be seen as the right
to live somewhere in security, peace and digniith “due priority to those social
groups living in unfavorable conditions,” the rigiot housing includes guaranteeing: (a)
legal security of tenure; (b) availability of sezes, materials, facilities and infrastructure;
(c) affordability; (d) habitability; (e) accessiiy; (f) location; and (g) cultural adequacy.
The Committee also added that “the right to houshguld be ensured to all persons
irrespective of income or access to economic ressir

It is our responsibility under the mandate providedus by the Human Rights
Council, to seek to clarify all cases brought ta attention. We would therefore be
grateful if you could provide additional informatido clarify all the circumstances of
these cases and in particular the following details

1. Are the facts alleged in the above summary accerate
2. What measures are being taken to ensure that thégimn in West Bank

has access to drinking water and sanitation thasuSicient, safe,
acceptable, physically accessible and affordable?



3. What process is in place to ensure that the Paiastipopulation is
permitted to maintain their wells and cisterns, heiit threat of
destruction?

4. What is the procedure in place for obtaining pesntd@ build wells or
cisterns? How long does the process of authorizatike and how much
does it cost? How many requests have been receivbe past years, and
what was the number of permits given?

5. In cases where the lack of a permit is the basigémolition, what are the
legal, judicial or administrative means which ar¢ha disposal of affected
households to challenge the decision?

6. Have any appeals been filed on behalf of the adtepbpulation against
demolition orders? If yes, please provide the tketaid the outcome of
these proceedings.

7. In cases of destruction, what are the measures tak¢he Government to
ensure alternative solutions for access to watérsanitation?

8. What measures are being taken to protect the hegttie population as a
result of poor quality drinking water and inadegusénitation systems?

9. Did appropriate consultations take place with affected persons? If yes,
please give the details, date and outcome of tt@ssultations.

10. Was adequate notice given to the affected perpaor to the scheduled
date of demolitions? Please provide details ofcestigiven in all cases
listed above.

We undertake to ensure that your Government’s respto each of these
questions is accurately reflected in the reportwlesubmit to the Human Rights
Council for its consideration.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of gliesti consideration.

Raquel Rolnik
Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a comipohkhe right to
an adequate standard of living, and on the righioto-discrimination in this
context

Catarina de Albuquerque
Special Rapporteur on the human right to safe dargnvater and
sanitation



