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Excellency, 
 
 I have the honour to address you in my capacity as Special Rapporteur on the 
right to food pursuant to General Assembly resolution 60/251 and to Human Rights 
Council resolution 13/4. The Human Rights Council requested me, inter alia, to promote 
the full realization of the right to food and the adoption of measures at the national, 
regional and international levels for the realization of the right of everyone to adequate 
food and the fundamental right of everyone to be free from hunger.  

 
 In this connection, I wish to bring to the attention of the European Commission, in 

particular President José Manuel Barroso and Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural 
Development Dacian Ciolos, my views about the reform of the Common Agricultural 
Policy (CAP), now framed in particular by the Communication of the European 
Commission, The CAP towards 2020, of 18 November 2010. One underestimated part of 
the debate on the CAP reform concerns its impacts on the right to food in developing 
countries, particularly on poor, net-food-importing countries that are in particularly 
vulnerable situations. It is my view that the reform of the CAP offers a unique 
opportunity to take into account explicitly these impacts on the agricultural policies of the 
European Union. 

 
 In this regard, I attach an analysis of how the CAP reform process can contribute 

to the realization of the right to food globally. I remain at your disposal to support this 
effort and to provide substantive advice as the reform of the CAP is concluded. I would 
be grateful for your observations on the proposals put forward. 
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Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 
 

Olivier de Schutter 
Special Rapporteur on the right to food  


