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Excellency,

We have the honour to address you in our capacise Special Rapporteur on
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, &mecial Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights defenders pursuant to General AssensBiylution 60/251 and to Human
Rights Council resolutions 17/5 and 16/5.

In this connection, we would like to bring to yokxcellency’'s Government’s
attention information we have received concernimg alleged lack of progress in the
investigation into the attempted assassinatiomMiofChronox Manek. Mr. Manek, aged
47, has been Chief Ombudsman in Papua New Guinea 3iJuly 2008.

According to the information received:

On 11 December 2009, Mr. Chronox Manek was rephyrtietlowed on his way
home, after having attended a dinner at a resthuf@n two occasions, he
deviated from his route to lose his pursuers anite\e he had succeeded.
However, it is alleged that at the entrance ofrégdence on Korobesea Drive, in
Port Moresby, at around 22:00, a small sedan cackbd his vehicle. Two
unknown armed men allegedly approached his vehidmted a gun at him and
said “this is for you”.

As his daughter came down the driveway to opergtite, Mr. Manek instructed
her to go back into the house. He told the gunrhah lte would step out of his
vehicle, but as they moved, he reportedly quickiyrsg his car in an attempt to
drive over them. They allegedly shot twice throulga right side of his vehicle.
Reportedly, the first shot hit Mr. Manek in histleim and the second shot was
deflected by his seatbelt buckle. Subsequently,gtnemen fled the area. While
losing blood, Mr. Manek reportedly drove to Paradifospital for treatment and
then phoned his family to check that everything Wuaes at home.



The same day at the hospital, Mr. Manek gave hiewatt of the incident to police
officers. On 12 December 2009, he formally file¢anplaint with the Hohola

Police Station, providing details of one of thepgegrators and their vehicle. The
complaint was entered into the charge book. Mr. &kaalso requested police to
ensure general surveillance of his neighbourhoadhfe and other residents’
protection. A few days following the incident, heetnthe police forensic team
who collected evidence at his residence, includintiet shells. A police patrol

was sent a few times to Mr. Manek’s residence exkhhe situation.

In 2010, Mr. Manek followed-up on his case with thien Assistant
Commissioner of Police for the National Capital tbet and Central, and was
informed that the case was being investigated. Keweéie has not received any
further information to date, nor have protectionaswes reportedly been taken
since making a request for such measures.

Concern is expressed that the attempted assassimdtMr. Manek may be linked
to his work done in the defence of human rigigsChief Ombudsman. This allegation, if
confirmed, corroborates a regular climate of higtihnd harassment against human
rights defenders in Papua New Guinea.

While we appreciate the information received whmhggests that a police
investigation had been initiated and that some areasof surveillance had been taken,
we are concerned about the alleged lack of progmessvestigating the attempted
assassination of Mr. Manek, almost two years dfftereported incident.

In this regard, we wish to recall that everyone thasfundamental right to life and
security of the person as set forth in article 3h& Universal Declaration of Human
Rights (UDHR) and in article 6(1) of the Internai Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR), which Papua New Guinea accededt®loJuly 2008. The right to life
shall be protected by law and no one shall berariit deprived of his life. We wish to
stress that “[e]ffective protection through judlota other means shall be guaranteed to
individuals ... who are in danger of extra-legal, ity or summary executions,
including those who receive death threats” in adance with the Principles on the
Effective Prevention and Investigation of Extradkgd\rbitrary and Summary Executions
(Economic and Social Council resolution 1989/6m@ple 4).

We are further concerned about the delay in briopdime perpetrators of the
alleged attempted assassination to justice. Inviaw, this contravenes to article 2(3)(a)
and (b) of the ICCPR, which obliges State parteghe Covenant to ensure that any
person whose rights and freedoms are violated $laak an effective remedy and that
“any person claiming such a remedy shall haveipts thereto determined by competent
judicial ... authorities.” In its General Comment N&1, the Human Rights Committee
took the view that this right requires States partto endeavour to repair at the earliest



possible opportunity any harm that may have beeunsewh by such violations.”
(CCPR/C/21/Rev.1/Add.13, para. 19).

While we do not wish to prejudge the accuracy @sthallegations, we wish to
refer your Excellency's Government to the fundamleptrinciples set forth in the
Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of induals, Groups and Organs of Society
to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Hunkaghts and Fundamental
Freedoms, and in particular articles 1 and 2 wlstdie that "everyone has the right
individually or in association with others, to prota and to strive for the protection and
realization of human rights and fundamental freesl@nthe national and international
levels” and that “each State has a prime respditgiand duty to protect, promote and
implement all human rights and fundamental freedanter alia, by adopting such steps
as may be necessary to create all conditions ragessthe social, economic, political
and other fields, as well as the legal guarantegsired to ensure that all persons under
its jurisdiction, individually and in associationitiv others, are able to enjoy all those
rights and freedoms in practice.”

Furthermore, we would like to bring to the attentiof your Excellency’s
Government article 12, paras 2 and 3 of the Dettaravhich provide that the State shall
take all necessary measures to ensure the prateltiothe competent authorities of
everyone, individually and in association with otheagainst any violence, threats,
retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse discrirtiamg pressure or any other arbitrary
action as a consequence of his or her legitimagecese of the rights referred to in the
Declaration. In this connection, everyone is esaditlindividually and in association with
others, to be protected effectively under natidaal in reacting against or opposing,
through peaceful means, activities and acts, imctuthose by omission, attributable to
States that result in violations of human rightd &amdamental freedoms, as well as acts
of violence perpetrated by groups or individuaks @iffect the enjoyment of human rights
and fundamental freedoms.

We urge your Excellency’s Government to take dd@fve measures to guarantee
that the rights and freedoms of Mr. Manek are retgae We respectfully request that
your Excellency’s Government adopt all necessarasuees to ensure that a prompt,
impartial and thorough investigation is conductatbithis case, and that the alleged
perpetrators of the attempted assassination anéifidd and brought to justice.

Moreover, it is our responsibility under the mamdaprovided to us by the Human
Rights Council, to seek to clarify all cases braughour attention. Since we are expected
to report on these cases to the Human Rights Clowmeiwould be grateful for your
cooperation and your observations on the followirajters:

1. Are the facts alleged in the above summary ate@r

2. Please provide the full details of any invedtages which have been
initiated into the attack on Mr. Manek, includingedical examinations or



other inquiries. If the investigations have beaoirtlusive, please explain
why.

3. Please provide the full details of any meastaksn to ensure the safety of
Mr. Manek and his family as well as those takeaddress his complaint.

We would appreciate a response within sixty days. WWdertake to ensure that
your Excellency’s Government’'s response to eachtheSe questions is accurately
reflected in the reports we will submit to the HumRights Council for its consideration.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of glhesti consideration.

Christof Heyns
Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary oitaaty executions

Margaret Sekaggya
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rigetenders



