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Excellency,

We have the honour to address you in our capastyspecial Rapporteur on
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions; SakeRapporteur on the independence
of judges and lawyers; and Special Rapporteur awire® and other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment; Independent fExgre minority issues pursuant to

General Assembly resolution 60/251 and to HumarhRidgouncil resolutions 16/6,
17/5, 17/2 and 16/23.

In this connection we would like to bring to theeation of your Excellency’'s
Government information we have received concerttiegmminent execution dflr. Lo
Zaniar (or Zanyar) Moradi and Mr. Loghman (or Logman) Moradi.

We have received the following information;

We are informed that Mr. Zaniar (or Zanyar) Moradid Mr. Loghman (or
Logman) Moradi, belonging to the Kurdish minorityere convicted of the
charges of “enmity against God” (moharebeh) andrrigion on earth” for
allegedly murdering the son of a senior cleric imarMan, Kordestan province,
north-eastern Iran, on 4 July 2009. In additionytlveere also convicted of
participating in armed activities of Komala, a Kistd opposition group. They
were sentenced to public hanging on 22 Decembe® 2y1Branch 15 of the

Tehran Revolutionary Court. On 12 October 2011,Sbpreme Court upheld the
convictions.



It is alleged that both men were coerced into essihg to the offense of murder
after being tortured for 25 days. It is allegedt ttharing interrogation Mr. Zaniar
Moradi was subjected to lashing, vulgar insults d@hceatened with sexual
violence. It is alleged that these individuals hdeen targeted for arrest and
execution on the grounds of their Kurdish ethnicégd political activism
conducted by them or their family members.

While we do not wish to prejudge the accuracy efitiformation provided to us,
we would like to bring to the attention of your EXdency’s Government our concerns
relating to the continued imposition and implemé&ataof the death penalty after trials
that do not comply with international obligationsidertaken by your Excellency’s
Government, including fair trial safeguards.

Our mandates have previously engaged with your [exas’s Government on
similar concerns in past communications and we wishreiterate the call for a
moratorium we made in two press releases respéctiated 2 February and 22
September 2011. We remain concerned that fair gierantees as required under
international law are not complied with in deatimg@léy cases. The Special Rapporteur on
summary executions has pointed out that any destteisce undertaken in contravention
of a Government’s international obligations is ganbunt to an arbitrary execution. The
United Nations Safeguards Protecting the Rightdhoke Facing the Death Penalty
provides under article 5 that “ Capital punishmenaty only be carried out pursuant to a
final judgement rendered by a competent court ditgal process which gives all
possible safeguards to ensure a fair trial, at leg@sal to those contained in article 14 of
the International Covenant on Civil and Politicabliits, including the right of anyone
suspected of or charged with a crime for which tehgunishment may be imposed to
adequate legal assistance at all stages of thegdotgs.” Only full respect for stringent
due process guarantees distinguishes capital puaighas possibly permitted under
international law from a summary execution, whighdefinition violates human rights
standards.

In this context, we would like to draw the attenti@of your Excellency’s
Government to paragraph 1 of Human Rights CounaiisdRution 16/23 which
“Condemns all forms of torture and other cruel,uman or degrading treatment or
punishment, including through intimidation, whiate @and shall remain prohibited at any
time and in any place whatsoever and can thus rmvgrstified, and calls upon all States
to implement fully the absolute and non-derogabthipition of torture and other cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.”

We would like to draw the attention of your Excallg’'s Government to article
15 of the CAT, which provides that, “Each Statety?ahall ensure that any statement
which is established to have been made as a rektitrture shall not be invoked as



evidence in any proceedings, except against a pexscused of torture as evidence that
the statement was made.”

We also recall that paragraph 7c of Human RightsnCib Resolution 16/23 urges
States “To ensure that no statement establishkdwve been made as a result of torture is
invoked as evidence in any proceedings, excepinapai person accused of torture as
evidence that the statement was made, and calls 8taies to consider extending that
prohibition to statements made as a result of cineuman or degrading treatment or
punishment, recognizing that adequate corroboratimin statements, including
confessions, used as evidence in any proceedingstittdes one safeguard for the
prevention of torture and other cruel, inhumanegrdding treatment or punishment;”

We wish to draw the attention of your Excellenc@svernment to the provisions
of the 1992 United Nations Declaration on the Righit Persons Belonging to National
or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities. thale 4.1 of the Declaration establishes
that: “States shall take measures where requieansure that persons belonging to
minorities may exercise fully and effectively aleir human rights and fundamental
freedoms without any discrimination and in full etjty before the law.”

We urge your Excellency’s Government to take attassary measures to ensure
that the rights under international law of Mr. Lardar (or Zanyar) Moradi and Mr.
Loghman (or Logman) Moradi are respected. Considethe irremediable nature of
capital punishment we therefore appeal on an urdesis to your Excellency’s
Government not to proceed with the executions, wiwould, on the facts available to
us, constitute a violation of international law foon-compliance with due process
safeguards. In light of the above allegations, e#elie that serious consideration should
be given to commuting their sentence.

It is our responsibility under the mandates progtitie us by the Human Rights
Council to seek to clarify all cases brought to attention. Since we are expected to
report on this case to the Human Rights Council, wauld be grateful for your
cooperation and your observations on the follownsagters:

1. Are the facts alleged in the summary of the ezserate?

2. Please indicate what measures are being undartakensure that all death
penalty cases comply with fair trial guaranteeseggiired under international
law.

We undertake to ensure that your Excellency’s Guwvent’s response to each of
these questions is accurately reflected in thertepe will submit to the Human Rights
Council for its consideration.



Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of glesti consideration.

Christof Heyns
Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary oiteaty executions

Gabriela Knaul
Special Rapporteur on the independence of judgesaavyers

IZSAK Rita
Independent Expert on minority issues

Juan E. Méndez
Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel,nmdmu or degrading treatment or
punishment



