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Excellency,

We have the honour to address you in our capastyspecial Rapporteur on
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions; SgeRapporteur on the promotion and
protection of the right to freedom of opinion angression; and Special Rapporteur on
the situation of human rights defenders pursuai@eoeral Assembly resolution 60/251
and to Human Rights Council resolutions 8/3, 16/d 86/5.

In this connection, we would like to draw the atiem of your Excellency’s
Government to information we have received conogyrihe killing of Mr. Adelino
Dinho Ramos Mr. José Claudio Ribeiros da Silva; Ms. Maria do Espirito Santo da
Silva; and Mr.Erenilto Pereira dos Santos

Mr. Ramos was the coordinator of the Movimiento @anes Corumbiara
(Peasant Movement of Corubiara) an environmentalement that advocates for greater
respect for the right to land, in particular forapant farmers. Mr. Ramos had been
involved in denouncing illegal logging which wagiteg place in the Amazon rainforest.

Mr. Ribeiros da Silva and Ms. Espirito Santo dav&iere leaders of Projeto
Agroextrativista Praialta-Piranheira (Agro-extraeti Project Praialta-Piranheira) and
members of the Conselho Nacional das Populacoesitbidtas (National Council of
populations working on forestry and fishery), ongations dedicated to the protection of
the Amazon rainforest and working in denouncinggidll deforestation in Para State.

According to the information received:

On 24 May 2011, Mr. Ribeiros da Silva and Ms. HfpiSanto da Silva were
allegedly ambushed and shot repeatedly by unknmaividuals. Their bodies
were found inside the Praialta-Piranheria natusemes where they had been
working. According to the information received, bd¥r. Ribeiros da Silva and
Ms. Espirito Santo da Silva had received deathathrim the past reportedly from
loggers and cattle ranchers. It is alleged thah sleath threats had been reported
to the police.



On 27 May 2011, Mr. Ramos was reportedly shot ded&brto Vehlo, Rodondia.
It is alleged that an investigation has been laadahto the killing of Mr. Ramos;
however, to date, no arrests have been made.

It is further alleged that Mr. Pereira dos Santes whot dead on 28 May 2011. It
is believed that his killing may be linked to thilikg of Mr. Ribeiros da Silva
and Ms. Espirito Santo da Silva as it is believkdt tthe victim may have
witnessed the incident.

According to the information received, the aforetrared killings took place in
the context of a Congressional debate regardinghdments to Brazil's Forest
Code.

Grave concern is expressed about the killing of R&mos, Mr. Ribeiros da Silva,
Ms. Espirito Santo da Silva, and Mr. Pereira das&@darurther concern is expressed that
the killing of Mr. Ramos, Mr. Ribeiros da Silva,caNs. Espirito Santo da Silva could be
linked to their legitimate work in the defence ainman rights, in particular, the protection
of the rainforest.

We would like to stress that each Government hasobligation to protect the
right to physical and mental integrity of all penso We would like to refer your
Excellency’s Government to the fundamental prirespbpplicable under international
law to this case. The International Covenant onl@iwd Political Rights (ICCPR) which
Brazil acceded to on 24 January 1992, providesdbeaty individual has the right to life
and security of the person, that this right shallpbotected by law, and that no person
shall be arbitrarily deprived of his or her lifert{ele 6). Additionally in its General
Comment No. 31, the Human Rights Committee has rebdethat “...the positive
obligations on States Parties to ensure Covenghtsriwill only be fully discharged if
individuals are protected by the State, not jusiregy violations of Covenant rights by its
agents, but also against acts committed by prigatsons or entities that would impair
the enjoyment of Covenant rights .... There may leuanstances in which a failure to
ensure Covenant rights as required by article 2ldvgive rise to violations by States
Parties of those rights, as a result of Statesid3arpermitting or failing to take
appropriate measures or to exercise due diligeacprévent, punish, investigate or
redress the harm caused by such acts by privasemqepr entities. ... As with failure to
investigate, failure to bring to justice perpetratof such violations could in and of itself
give rise to a separate breach of the CovenanseTbbligations arise notably in respect
of those violations recognized as criminal undehezi domestic or international law,
such as ...., summary and arbitrary killings (artiéle” (CCPR/C/21/Rev.1/Add.13,
paras. 8 and 18).

We urge your Excellency’s Government in line wilte tPrinciples on Effective
Prevention and Investigation of Extra-legal, Arditr and Summary Executions, in
particular principle 9, that there must be thorguygiompt and impartial investigations of
all suspected cases of extra-legal, arbitrary amdnsary executions. This principle was
reiterated by the Human Rights Council at its 8#sston in Resolution 8/3 on the
“Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicsaimmary or arbitrary executions”
(OP 4), stating that all States have “to condudtaestive and impartial investigations
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into all suspected cases of extrajudicial, sumnuargrbitrary executions”. The Council

added that this includes the obligation “to idgntahd bring to justice those responsible
...to adopt all necessary measures, including legdl jadicial measures, in order to

bring an end to impunity and prevent the recurrefich executions.”

Given our concern that the killing of Mr. Ramos,.MRibeiros da Silva, and Ms.
Espirito Santo da Silva may be linked to their adwoy work to protect the rainforest, we
would also like to appeal to your Excellency’s Gaweent to take all necessary steps to
secure the right to freedom of opinion and expoessn accordance with fundamental
principles as set forth in article 19 of the ICCR®ich provides that “Everyone shall
have the right to freedom of expression; this rigfmll include freedom to seek, receive
and impart information and ideas of all kinds, medgss of frontiers, either orally, in
writing or in print, in the form of art, or througiny other media of his choice.”

In this connection, we would also like to refer yd&ixcellency’s Government to
the fundamental principles set forth in the Dedlaraon the Right and Responsibility of
Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Pr@maind Protect Universally
Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedordsnaparticular articles 1 and 2
which state that "everyone has the right indivithu@r in association with others, to
promote and to strive for the protection and redicn of human rights and fundamental
freedoms at the national and international levelstl that “each State has a prime
responsibility and duty to protect, promote and lengent all human rights and
fundamental freedoms, inter alia, by adopting sstepps as may be necessary to create all
conditions necessary in the social, economic, ipalitand other fields, as well as the
legal guarantees required to ensure that all psrsoder its jurisdiction, individually and
in association with others, are able to enjoytadke rights and freedoms in practice.”

Furthermore, we would like to bring to the attentiof your Excellency’s
Government article 12, paras 2 and 3 of the meeatiddeclaration which provide that the
State shall take all necessary measures to enbkererbtection by the competent
authorities of everyone, individually and in asstion with others, against any violence,
threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure adverserinination, pressure or any other
arbitrary action as a consequence of his or hétiregte exercise of the rights referred to
in the Declaration. In this connection, everyonenstled, individually and in association
with others, to be protected effectively under oradi law in reacting against or opposing,
through peaceful means, activities and acts, imetuthose by omission, attributable to
States that result in violations of human rightd &amdamental freedoms, as well as acts
of violence perpetrated by groups or individualatthaffect the enjoyment of human
rights and fundamental freedoms.

We would like to call to the attention of your EReacy’'s Government the
Human Rights Council Resolution A/HRC/RES/13/13 1& April de 2010, which
recognizes “the immediate need to put an end totakd concrete steps to prevent
threats, harassment, violence, including gendeechamlence, and attacks by States and
non-State actors against all those engaged in itheagiion and protection of human
rights and fundamental freedoms for all” as welt@sdopt the necessary measures to
prevent such acts. In this Resolution the HumarhRigCouncil also “urges States to



promote a safe and enabling environment in whiamdru rights defenders can operate
free from hindrance and insecurity.”

Furthermore, the Special Rapporteur on the sitnatiohuman rights defenders,
in her report to the General Assembly A/65/223 oRAdgust 2010, stated that “the
responsibility of non-State actors to respect tgets of human rights defenders does not
relieve the State of its obligations under humats law to respect, protect and fulfil
human rights, including those of human rights deéss. (...)” The Special Rapporteur
argued that the State’s obligation to protect tfinsvolves ensuring that defenders do not
suffer from violations of their rights by non-Staaetors. Failure to protect could, in
particular circumstances, engage the State’s redpbty. Secondly, States should
provide defenders victims of human rights violaiomith an effective remedy. To that
end, all violations of the rights of defenders dHobe investigated promptly and
impartially and perpetrators prosecuted. Fightingpunity for violations committed
against defenders is crucial in order to enablert#grs to work in a safe and conducive
environment.”

We urge your Excellency’'s Government to take alcessary measures to
guarantee that the physical and psychological ritte@f human rights defenders is
respected and, in the event that your investigatisapport or suggest the above
allegations to be correct, the accountability oy erson responsible of the alleged
violations should be ensured. We also requestythiat Excellency’s Government adopt
effective measures to prevent the recurrence skthets.

In view of the urgency of the matter, we would agmpaite a response on the initial
steps taken by your Excellency’s Government to ggaded the rights of the above-
mentioned persons in compliance with the abovenatenal instruments.

Moreover, it is our responsibility under the mardaprovided to us by the
Human Rights Council, to seek to clarify all cabesught to our attention. Since we are
expected to report on these cases to the HumansR@giuncil, we would be grateful for
your cooperation and your observations on the follg matters, when relevant to the
cases under consideration:

1. Are the facts alleged in the above summary efctses accurate?

2. Please provide the details, and where availdb& results, of any
investigation, and judicial or other inquiries ¢adrout in relation to these
cases. If no inquiries have taken place, or if thaye been inconclusive,
please explain why.

3. Please provide the full details of any prosemgi which have been
undertaken. Have penal, disciplinary or administeatsanctions been
imposed on the alleged perpetrators?

4. Please clarify whether compensation has beene naailable to the
victims’ families?



5. Please provide information on the protection sness taken after the
death threats against Mr. Ribeiros da Silva andB4gpirito Santo da Silva
had been reported to the police. Please providailsigiertaining to the
protection measures that exist for human rightemnbidrs, in particular,

those working on environmental issues.
Please provide details about the implicetithat the proposed amendments

6.
to the Forest Code are likely to have on the legite work carried out by
human rights defenders, particularly those worlangenvironmental issues

related to the Amazon rainforest.

We undertake to ensure that your Excellency’s Guwvent’s response to each of
these questions is accurately reflected in thertepe will submit to the Human Rights

Council for its consideration.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of gliesti consideration.

Christof Heyns
Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary oitety executions

Frank La Rue
Special Rapporteur on the promotion and proteatidhe right to freedom of
opinion and expression

Margaret Sekaggya
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rigefenders



