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Office of the United Nations 

High Commissioner for 
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Geneva 

        

 

 

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan to the United Nations Office and other 

International Organizations in Geneva presents its 

compliments to the Office of the United Nations 

High Commissioner for Human Rights and has the 

honour to transmit herewith a letter dated 30 May 

2026 from Mr. Yerzhan Ashikbayev, First Deputy 

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan, together with the comprehensive 

response of the government of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan to the joint communication  

No. AL KAZ 3/2026 dated 31 March 2026. 

The Permanent Mission avails itself of this 

opportunity to renew to the Office of the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights the 

assurances of its highest consideration. 

 

Geneva, June 1, 2026 
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  Translated from Russian 

  Reply of Kazakhstan to the joint communication from the Special 
Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of 
opinion and expression, the Special Rapporteur on the rights to 
freedom of peaceful assembly and of association and the Special 
Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief  
Ref. No. AL KAZ 3/2026 (31 March 2026) 

 Kazakh law ensures the exercise and protection of fundamental human rights, 
including the rights to freedom of expression, freedom of peaceful assembly and freedom of 
association. 

 Under the Constitution, everyone is guaranteed freedom of conscience. However, the 
exercise of these rights must not infringe upon universal human rights and civic duties 
towards the State. 

 All of these provisions are regulated in greater detail by the special Freedom of 
Religion and Religious Associations Act, which establishes the equality of all persons before 
the law, regardless of their religious beliefs. The State ensures equal and favourable 
conditions for all those engaged in religious activities. 

 1. Criminal investigation into the case of I. Vorontsov 

 The Almaty Police Department is conducting a pretrial investigation into Iakov 
Vorontsov, born in 1986, on charges of illegal possession of narcotics in an exceptionally 
large quantity without the intent to sell (Criminal Code, art. 296 (4)) and for organizing drug 
dens (Criminal Code, art. 302 (1)). 

 The investigation was launched on the basis of police reports, which indicated that a 
drug den might have been set up at I. Vorontsov’s place of residence. 

 As part of a verification of those reports, on 25 November 2025, I. Vorontsov was 
found to have consumed a narcotic substance (marijuana) at his place of residence, which 
was corroborated by information obtained in the course of police inquiries. 

 On 13 February 2026, he was taken into custody and a search of his person and 
residence was conducted pursuant to a warrant issued by the investigating court. 

 The search was conducted at night owing to police reports indicating that psychotropic 
substances might be stored there and that there was a risk they could be destroyed or 
concealed. 

 During the search, psychotropic substances (3-chlorometcathinone) were discovered 
and seized, as confirmed by the forensic examination report dated 13 February 2026 (total 
weight: 2.44 g). 

 Furthermore, according to the medical examination report dated 13 February 2026, it 
has been established that I. Vorontsov had consumed cannabinoids. 

 Under the procedures established by criminal procedure law, I. Vorontsov was 
identified a suspect, taken into custody and, by order of the investigating court, placed in 
pretrial detention. 

 In accordance with the requirements of the internal regulations for remand centres in 
the penal system, approved by Minister of Internal Affairs Order No. 505 of 26 July 2017, I. 
Vorontsov had his hair cut to comply with hygiene and sanitation requirements and ensure a 
neat appearance. This was done without any mental or physical pressure being applied by the 
institution’s administration.  

 In this regard, the allegations concerning the forced shaving of I. Vorontsov’s head 
while he was in custody pending investigation have not been substantiated. 
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 All investigative and procedural measures were carried out on the basis of court 
authorizations and in strict accordance with the requirements of criminal procedure law. 

 Investigative proceedings are currently ongoing in the criminal case, and the relevant 
forensic examinations have been ordered. 

 2. Refusal to register religious association 

 In accordance with article 15 of the Religious Activities and Religious Associations 
Act, judicial authorities serve as the registering authority for religious associations. 

 According to article 1 of the State Registration of Legal Entities and Registration of 
Branches and Representative Offices Act, the State registration of legal entities (branches 
and representative offices) includes verifying that the documents submitted for State 
registration  or record-keeping purposes comply with the laws of Kazakhstan. 

 The Religious Activities and Religious Associations Act provides that a religious 
association is established at the initiative of citizens who have reached the age of 18, who 
convene a founding assembly and make decisions regarding the establishment of the 
association, the adoption of its charter and the formation of its governing bodies. 

 By their legal nature, the citizens who initiate the process effectively perform the 
functions of the founders of a legal entity, since they are the ones who make the founding 
decisions and approve the founding documents. 

 On 17 December 2025, I. Vorontsov submitted documents to the Almaty Department 
of Justice for the State registration of the Independent Community of Orthodox Christians of 
the Transfiguration of the Lord through the Government for Citizens service centre. 

 Following the Department’s review of the documents submitted, an order was issued 
on 23 December 2025 refusing State registration on the grounds of a breach of the 
requirements of article 11 of the State Registration of Legal Entities and Registration of 
Branches and Representative Offices Act. 

 In accordance with article 11 (4) of the Act, registration of a legal entity will be denied 
if a natural person who is a founder, participant or member and/or head of the legal entity is 
the sole founder, participant or member and/or director of inactive legal entities. 

 In such cases, if the registering authority identifies any violations of the law, it is 
required to issue a reasoned denial of registration order, setting out the specific grounds and 
references to the relevant legal provisions. 

 Thus, the order denying State registration was issued in accordance with the 
requirements of current law. 

 In applying article 11 of the Act, account is taken not only to the formal designation 
of a person’s status but also that person’s legal role in establishing a legal entity. 

 Consequently, verifying whether citizens initiating registration are subject to the 
restrictions established by law for founders of legal entities is consistent with the objectives 
of State registration and the requirements of the laws of Kazakhstan. 

 On 3 February 2026, I. Vorontsov filed a complaint with the Specialized Inter-district 
Administrative Court of Almaty against the Almaty Department of Justice and the Ministry 
of Justice, seeking a ruling that the refusal to grant State registration to a religious association 
was unlawful and an order requiring its registration. 

 However, at the stage of preparing the case for a preliminary hearing, the claimant’s 
representative, G. Nurpeisov, filed a petition to withdraw the claim. 

 Accordingly, on 18 February 2026, the Almaty Specialized Inter-district 
Administrative Court returned the administrative claim to the petitioner without considering 
it. 

 In accordance with the Religious Activities and Religious Associations Act, the State 
is separate from religion and religious associations. Under this principle, the State does not 
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interfere in the activities of religious associations, provided that such activities do not violate 
the laws of Kazakhstan. 

 The question of judicial independence in the criminal case against I. Vorontsov is 
covered by constitutional guarantees and the current laws of Kazakhstan. 

 Criminal proceedings are brought solely in connection with circumstances that 
constitute criminal offences and are not related to an individual’s religious views, social 
position or exercise of constitutional rights. 

 The allegations regarding the possible political motivation behind the criminal 
prosecution of I. Vorontsov and the link between the case in question and his religious or 
social activities were not substantiated. 

 Thus, I. Vorontsov's criminal prosecution is based solely on the established facts and 
evidence in the case and not on his views, religious affiliation or political position. 

 The investigation is ongoing; a final procedural decision will be taken following a 
comprehensive, thorough and impartial examination of all the circumstances of the case, in 
accordance with the law. 

    










	KAZ 01.06.26 (3.2026)_R.pdf
	30-31-101.pdf
	30-31-101-1.pdf

	2608812E.pdf
	Translated from Russian
	Reply of Kazakhstan to the joint communication from the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association and...
	1. Criminal investigation into the case of I. Vorontsov
	2. Refusal to register religious association



