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Receipt is hereby acknowledged of communication No. AL CHN 22/2025 from
special procedure mandate holders of the United Nations Human Rights Council, to
which the Government of China submits the following reply:

1. Ms. Zhang Zhan was born in September 1983. In December 2020 she was lawfully
sentenced to four years’ imprisonment by the Pudong New District People’s Court in
Shanghai for the offence of picking quarrels and provoking trouble. In May 2024 she was
released upon completion of her sentence. On 29 August 2024, the Pudong branch of the
Shanghai Public Security Bureau once again took criminal coercive measures in
accordance with the law on suspicion of picking quarrels and provoking trouble. On 19
September 2025 she was sentenced to four years’ imprisonment by the Pudong New
District People’s Court in Shanghai for widely disseminating disinformation through the
Internet, thereby seriously disrupting public order and committing the offence of picking
quarrels and provoking trouble. After the sentencing, Ms. Zhang was dissatisfied with
the verdict and appealed against it. Intermediate People’s Court No. 1 in Shanghai, after
hearing the case in accordance with the law, rejected the appeal and upheld the original
ruling on 27 October 2025. After the judgment came into force, Ms. Zhang was sent to
prison to serve her sentence. She is currently serving her sentence in Shanghai Women’s
Prison.

2. The People’s Court tried the case in strict accordance with the provisions of the
Criminal Law and the Criminal Procedure Law and made a fair ruling. All of Ms.
Zhang’s procedural rights were fully protected during the proceedings. After Ms. Zhang
was transferred to the prison to serve her sentence, her physical and mental health was
good, and family members visited her in accordance with prison regulations.

3. China is a country governed by the rule of law. Judicial organs handle cases in
accordance with the law and fully protect the legal rights of criminal suspects, including
the rights to receive visits from family members, meet with lawyers, undergo health
check-ups and receive medical treatment. There is no so-called “arbitrary detention” or
“threat of retaliation”.

Prisons, as organs of the State for the execution of penalties, are to lawfully take
into custody offenders in respect of whom people’s courts have pronounced final
judgments entailing a sentence of fixed-term imprisonment, life imprisonment or the
death penalty with a two-year reprieve. Prisons in China attach great importance to the
protection of offenders’ legitimate rights; consistently uphold strict, standardized, fair
and civilized law enforcement; strictly follow the Prison Law of the People’s Republic
of China and other relevant legal provisions; supervise and rehabilitate offenders in
accordance with the law; protect offenders’ rights, including their rights to receive visits
and to communicate, and their rights to life and health, in accordance with the law; and
conscientiously accept the legal oversight of the People’s Procuratorate.
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