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In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful
Ref. 2050/2817748

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations
Office and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and with reference
to the UA IRN 22/2025 dated 11 December 2025 enclosed with the Joint Urgent Appeal
from Special Procedures, has the honor to transmit herewith, comments from the High
Council for Human Rights of the Islamic Republic of Iran that includes update of the
situation.

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran avails itself of this

opportunity to renew to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights the assurances of its highest consideration.

Geneva, 10 February 2026

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 10

Emails: registry@ohchr.org
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In the Name of God

The Islamic Republic of Iran presents its highest compliments and hereby
responds to the joint communication dated 11 December 2025 concerning Ms. Zahra
Shahbaz Tabari (reference No. UA IRN 22/2025), and expresses its appreciation for

the opportunity provided to offer explanations and to clarify the legal and factual
aspects of the matter.

At the outset, the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran wishes to
emphasize that the judicial proceedings in the case of Ms. Shahbaz Tabari are still
ongoing and have not reached finality. In this regard, it should be noted that the
judgment issued by the court of first instance, imposing the death penalty, was
overturned by the Supreme Court, the highest judicial authority, with respect
to the charge of rebellion against the state (baghi), and the case was referred to a
parallel branch for re-examination. This clearly demonstrates the effectiveness of

supervisory mechanisms, the guarantee of the right to appeal, and the independence
of the Judiciary in the Islamic Republic of Iran.

With regard to the allegations raised in the communication, the Government of
the Islamic Republic of Iran provides the following reasoned explanations:

1. Contrary to the claim of arrest without a judicial warrant, Ms. Shahbaz Tabari
was apprehended pursuant to an explicit order issued by a competent judicial
authority and following the completion of all legal formalities, and the
judicial order was presented to the detainee at the time of arrest. Accordingly,
the allegation of arbitrary arrest is devoid of any factual or legal basis.

2. With respect to the allegation of being held in solitary confinement, it should
be noted that there is no facility referred to as “solitary confinement,” in
the sense alleged, in detention centers and prisons of the Islamic Republic
of Iran. Pursuant to the Code of Criminal Procedure, and solely in necessary
cases and upon the determination of a judicial authority, an accused person
may be temporarily held in a separate suite equipped with standard welfare
facilities, for the purpose of preserving evidence or preventing collusion with
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other defendants. This measure is administrative and protective in nature and
in no way has a punitive character.

3. The claim that the evidence supporting the charges was limited solely to a
piece of fabric and an audio message is incorrect. The individual concerned
had been under information and judicial monitoring for an extended
period, and the case file contains documents, reports, technical evidence,
expert opinions, and numerous other pieces of evidence, all of which have
been examined and assessed in the course of the judicial proceedings.

4. The allegations concerning the extraction of confessions under pressure, ill-
treatment, or torture are categorically rejected. Any form of torture or
unlawful conduct is explicitly prohibited under the laws of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and, if committed, is subject to legal prosecution. Moreover,
the accused denied the charges at all stages of the investigation, which in itself
demonstrates the unfounded nature of the claim that a forced confession was
obtained.

5. With regard to the right of access to legal counsel, Ms. Shahbaz Tabari has,
from the very outset of the proceedings, enjoyed the right to be
represented by a lawyer in accordance with the Code of Criminal
Procedure, and this right has been duly recognized and respected throughout
the judicial process.

6. The claim that the hearing was conducted in less than ten minutes is
inconsistent with the facts. The investigative sessions before the prosecutor’s
office, as well as the proceedings before the court, were held within the
customary and reasonable judicial timeframe, during which the charges
were duly communicated, the defense was heard, and the requisite legal
formalities were observed. Furthermore, the conduct of a hearing via
videoconference, in accordance with procedural regulations and without
prejudice to the defendant’s rights of defense, is not contrary to any applicable
laws or regulations.

7. With regard to her health status, the Government of the Islamic Republic of
Iran emphasizes that Ms. Shahbaz Tabari has continuous access to medical
services, medication, and healthcare while in prison. In cases where, based
on the assessment of the prison medical staff, the available facilities are
deemed insufficient, arrangements can be made for her immediate
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transfer to specialized medical centers outside the prison at any time of
day or night.

8. In view of the non-final nature of the judgment and the quashing of the first-
instance verdict by the Supreme Court, the raising of allegations concerning
the implementation of an irreversible punishment, without due regard to the
facts of the case, the incomplete judicial process, and based solely on
unofficial and biased media reports, is inconsistent with the principles and
professional reporting practices of the Human Rights Council.

In conclusion, the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran reiterates that
all relevant domestic regulations and international obligations, including the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, as well as the United Nations Standard
Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (the Nelson Mandela Rules), have
been, and continue to be, fully observed in the judicial process and in the
treatment towards defendants and prisoners.

Accordingly, the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran is of the view
that the concerns raised in the present communication do not accurately reflect
the factual and legal status of the case. Nevertheless, it reiterates its readiness to
continue constructive engagement with the Special Rapporteurs, within the
framework of mutual respect, impartiality, and adherence to legal processes.
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