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In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

Ref. 2050/2745151

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations Office
and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and with reference to the AL IRN
2/2025 dated 27 March 2025, enclosed with the Joint Communication from Special Procedures,
has the honor to transmit herewith, comments from the High Council for Human Rights of the
Islamic Republic of Iran.

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran avails itself of this opportunity
to renew to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights the
assurances of its highest consideration.

Geneva, 09 B¢ ber 2025

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 10

Emails: registry@ohchr.org
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In the Name of God

Response received from Khuzestan Provincial Judiciary regarding the
communication by the mandate holders of the Human Rights Council on
March 27, 2025, concerning the situation of Hoor al-Azim Wetland

Hoor al-Azim Wetland, as one of the largest and most vital aquatic ecosystems
in the Middle East and a site registered under the Ramsar Convention, is currently
facing an unprecedented crisis. The deteriorating condition of the wetland, marked
most notably by widespread desiccation and recurrent fires, has put the ecosystem’s
survival at risk and has resulted in severe human and economic consequences.
Studies and assessments conducted indicate that the current crisis is the product of a
combination of multiple factors, requiring a comprehensive approach at both the
national and international level.

1. Summary of the Wetland’s Critical Condition:

Hoor al-Azim Wetland, a large portion of which lies within Iraqi territory, is
currently experiencing severe water scarcity. According to available documentation,
the wetland’s water inflow has drastically declined. This situation, which is not a
temporary phenomenon but the result of a long-term, multi-decade decline,
demonstrates that the volume of water being released into the wetland is
substantially below the levels required to sustain its vital ecological functions,
particularly under drought conditions. This severe shortfall has emerged as the
primary driver of the desiccation observed in the southern sections of the wetland
and has created an environment highly susceptible to severe and recurring fires.

2. Root Causes of the Crisis
Hoor al-Azim crisis stems from both transboundary and climatic factors:

a) International Factors: Unregulated dam constructions upstream on the
Tigris and Euphrates rivers, particularly in Turkey, have drastically
reduced the water share reaching Iraq and subsequently Iran. This has
resulted in widespread drying of the Iraqi portion of the wetland, which,

1

Address: No 49, Esfandyar Blvd, Valiasr St, Tehran, Iran

www.humanrights.ir Tel: +9821-22023287-9  Fax: +9821-22015252



(1))

% el bajluatly
e, TR o
‘g, o

R UM ®
High Counnil for Homso Rights of
the Islamic Republic of Tran

The Ilumic Republic af Iran
Sudiciary Na: Date:
M »

Deputy for International Affaire

due to its large extent, has become the primary source of fires whose
smoke spreads over vast areas of Khuzestan Province.

b) Natural and Climatic Factors: Recurrent droughts and temperatures
exceeding 50°C have created conditions conducive to extreme water
evaporation and the drying of the wetland bed. This situation has led to
the phenomenon of spontaneous combustion in the dried reed beds, which
is a primary driver of the spread of fires within the wetland.

3. Environmental and Human Consequences:
The repeated drying and fires have resulted in extensive and destructive

impacts:

a) Environmental Consequences: This crisis has led to widespread
degradation of the wetland ecosystem and massive mortality among
aquatic species. Moreover, Hoor al-Azim Wetland, which previously
played a significant role in controlling dust, has, due to the desiccation of
large areas, become a source of dust storms, exacerbating wind erosion in
the region.

b) Human and Health Consequences: The dense and hazardous smoke
resulting from the fires, carried by prevailing winds, has often enveloped
densely populated areas such as Ahvaz, raising air pollution levels to
unhealthy and hazardous thresholds. This situation has caused serious
health problems for residents, including respiratory, cardiac, and
cardiovascular disease.

4. Legal Basis for Action

The protection of Hoor al-Azim Wetland, as a site registered under the Ramsar
Convention, constitutes a legal obligation that the Islamic Republic of Iran is bound
to fulfill under both domestic and international law. Furthermore, the 1975 “Algiers
Agreement” provides the necessary legal framework for pursuing water rights from
the neighboring country.

5. Proposed Solutions and Recommended Actions:
Given the depth and scope of the crisis, the proposed solutions are presented at
three levels of diplomatic, operational, and long-term:
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a) Legal and Diplomatic Measures:

1) Immediate resumption of high-level negotiations with the Government of
Iraq, led by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and attended by the First Vice
President, to ensure the wetland’s water rights from the Tigris River.

2) Reactivation of the “Joint Permanent Technical Commission on Border
Rivers” under the 1975 Algiers Agreement for the joint monitoring and
management of water resources.

b) Operational and Executive Measures:

1) Immediate and continuous provision of the wetland’s water share under
strict supervision of judicial and oversight authorities.

2) Development of joint protocols with the Government of Iraq for
coordinated fire-fighting management and facilitation of Iranian
helicopters’ entry into Iraqi territory during fire incidents.

3) Special equipping of hospital emergency units and medical centers in
areas affected by smoke from the fires.

¢) Long-term and Strategic Solutions:

1) Developing and implementing a comprehensive long-term plan for the
sustainable management of Hoor al-Azim in coordination with all relevant
executive agencies.

2) Revising the developmental approaches of the oil industry and strictly
enforcing environmental requirements to prevent further degradation of

the wetland.
3) Utilizing the capacities of international organizations, such as UNDP, to

attract investment and transfer technical knowledge for the restoration of
the wetland.
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