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In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

Ref. 2050/2638903

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations
Office and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and with reference
to the AL IRN 13/2025 dated 22 August 2025 enclosed with the Joint Communication
from Special Procedures, has the honor to transmit herewith, comments from the High
Council for Human Rights of the Islamic Republic of Iran in this regard.

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran avails itself of this

opportunity to renew to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights the assurances of its highest consideration.

Geneva, 18 September 2025

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

Palais des Nations
CH-1211 Geneva 10
Emails: registry@ohchr.org
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High Council for Human Rights of
the Inlnmlr Republic of Iran

In the Name of God

In response to the joint correspondence dated August 25, 2025 under the
reference number (AL IRN 13/2025), the Islamic Republic of Iran, while rejecting
all unfounded and undocumented claims raised in this correspondence, recalls the
following:

1. Emphasis on national sovereignty, the principle of non-interference and
respect for the sovereignty of other countries:

The Islamic Republic of Iran, as an independent and sovereign country, always
emphasizes adherence to the principles of the United Nations Charter, especially the
principle of national sovereignty and non-interference in the internal affairs of other
countries. Iran’s judicial, security and executive actions are carried out only within
the framework of the country’s domestic laws and international obligations, and the
Islamic Republic of Iran does not take any extrajudicial actions outside its borders
or interfere in the internal affairs of other countries. Assessments and judgments in
this regard must be made taking into account this legal framework and observing the
principle of respect for the national sovereignty of Iran and other countries. The
Islamic Republic of Iran adheres to the principle of mutual respect and cooperation
based on international law, and any legal action is taken solely within the framework
of defending security, public order, and the rights of its citizens.

2. Invalidity of the claims made regarding human rights:

The claims such as kidnapping, torture, confiscation of property and harassment
of citizens, which were raised in the joint correspondence, are completely baseless
and undocumented. These claims have been raised mainly by groups and media
outlets opposing the Islamic Republic of Iran with a political and biased approach
and no legal documents or credible evidence have been provided for them. The
Islamic Republic of Iran strongly rejects any extrajudicial or illegal action against
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High Council for Human Rights of
the Islamic Republic of Iran

its citizens and the country's Judiciary acts in accordance with the law and the
principles of fair trial.

The fact that in recent years, employees of BBC Persian and their families have
been able to freely enter the country and return without any issues, confirms the
falsehood of these unfounded claims. Therefore, it is completely incorrect and a
generalization to draw a general conclusion of “harassment of BBC Persian
employees” from the legal action taken against a limited number of people and the
prosecution of individuals who disrupt public order and security.

3. Freedom of activity of journalists and critics:

The Islamic Republic of Iran has thousands of active journalists, media outlets,
and even critics who operate legally and in accordance with domestic laws. There
are no restrictions on the professional and trade union freedom of journalists, and
their professional and media activities are respected within the framework of the
law. This fact shows that claims related to “restrictions on media freedom™ or
“harassment of media activists” are unsubstantiated and contrary to reality.

4. Combating terrorism, sanctions and misinformation:

Some foreign media organizations, under the guise of journalism, systematically
spread false news, incite violence and disturb public opinion, and target Iran’s
national sovereignty. These actions, which are examples of “media terrorism” and
“soft war,” are considered a serious threat to the country’s national security and
public interests. The Islamic Republic of Iran has the right to legally confront these
actions and maintain the security and peace of its citizens in accordance with
domestic laws and recognized international principles.

5. The hostile history of BBC Persian:

The BBC Persian network was established with the financial support of the
British government, attracting a number of opponents and hard-line critics of the
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Islamic Republic, in order to transform and overthrow the Islamic Republic system.
Using media warfare, this network is trying to target the security of the country by
influencing the beliefs, culture, politics and behavior of society. Its history of more
than a decade of activity indicate its attempt to engage in negative portrayal,
destroying the system, insulting the country's officials and authorities, and
weakening revolutionary-Islamic beliefs.

In recent years, especially during the unrest in the country (2009, 2017, 2019,
and 2022), this network has provided operational instructions to rioters while
providing momentary coverage of the unrest. Its actions have included creating
ethnic and religious differences, instilling despair and hopelessness, igniting internal
unrest, undermining public trust, and fueling economic and psychological crises in
society.

6. Guaranteeing citizens’ rights and judicial transparency:

Iran’s legal actions against individuals who have in any way disrupted public
security and order within the framework of the hostile activities of the BBC Persian
network are in line with protecting national security and the peace of society and are
in line with domestic laws and international principles. The Islamic Republic of Iran
is committed to respecting the civil rights of all its citizens in accordance with
domestic laws and international obligations. All judicial cases are handled with full
observance of the principles of fair trial and the right to defense of the accused.

7. Preventing instrumental use of human rights mechanisms:

Some mechanisms, relying on one-sided and unreliable sources, issue general
and unfair judgments against the Islamic Republic of Iran. This trend not only
undermines the credibility of human rights mechanisms, but also becomes a tool for
exerting political pressure on independent countries. Iran calls for a fair, non-
political approach based on constructive dialogue within a framework of mutual
respect.
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8. Request to reporters

The Islamic Republic of Iran requests the Rapporteurs to consider the countries
supporting the aforementioned media networks and evaluate the actions of these
media outlets as “media terrorism.” Iran is the victim of these media actions, and
Western countries, by financially and politically supporting these networks, are
directly responsible for exacerbating the information and security crises. It is
appropriate for Rapporteurs to pay attention to the fact that today Western countries
have placed themselves in the position of complainants, while they themselves were

the ones who created and supported these types of actions.

Closing remarks:

The Islamic Republic of Iran remains ready to continue constructive exchange of
ideas with international human rights mechanisms within the framework of mutual
respect and free from prejudice. Real cooperation will only be possible in the light
of attention to domestic realities, respect for national sovereignty, and avoidance of

politicization.
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