


 

 
 

 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

 
Response to Special Procedure communications AL GBR 05/2025 of 9 May 2025 
sent by the Independent Expert on the effects of foreign debt and other related 
international financial obligations of States on the full enjoyment of all human 

rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights, the Special Rapporteur on 
the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of 

physical and mental health, and the Special Rapporteur on the negative impact of 
unilateral coercive measures on the enjoyment of human rights 

 

 
  
Thank you for your letter of 9 May regarding the impact of UK sanctions.  
 
We acknowledge that  has faced difficulties in accessing his funds for 
medical treatment. In this case, the UK has now issued a General Licence that is 
designed to resolve the situation for  and others in a similar situation. I 
want to assure you that our sanctions are designed to mitigate adverse 
consequences especially for those not subject to designation and the UK makes 
every effort to do so. With regards to your specific questions, I would like to take 
each of these in turn. 
 
1. Please provide any additional information and/or comment(s) you may 
have on the above-mentioned allegations 
 
On 18 July, the Government’s Office of Financial Sanctions Implementation (OFSI) 
issued General Licence INT/2025/6641960. This General Licence permits non-
designated customers with assets at designated brokers (or brokers owned and 
controlled by a designated person) to transfer their investments to non-designated 
brokers. This should allow the return of assets that have been frozen at designated 
brokers to non-designated persons, mitigating the impact of the financial sanctions 
felt by non-designated individuals. Please note, however, that OFSI General 
Licences do not compel third parties to undertake transactions, and they are issued 
subject to the limitations and conditions which they specify. If after reviewing the GL 
and discussing it with the relevant advisers and financial intermediaries,  
has any concerns regarding the scope of the GL, he will be welcome to contact 
OFSI.The General Licence is publicly available here: INT/2025/6641960 
 
2. Please provide information on the measures undertaken by your 
Excellency’s Government and competent governmental institutions to ensure 
the right of  to appeal the encountered financial restrictions as a 
result of the sanctions designation of the financial institution holding his 
financial assets 
 
As with all applications, OFSI conducted an assessment of the situation, including on 
the applicability of Schedule 5 to the Russia (Sanctions) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019. 
This sets out the grounds under which OFSI may issue specific licences. While OFSI 
judge that a specific licence is not appropriate in these circumstances, OFSI have 






