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The Permanent Mission of the People’s Republic of China to the
United Nations Office at Geneva and Other International Organizations in
Switzerland presents its compliments to the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights and with reference to the latter’s
communication [AL CHN 8/2025 and G/SO 217/1 CHN], has the honor

to transmit herewith the reply of the Chinese Government.

The Permanent Mission of the People’s Republic of China to the
United Nations Office at Geneva and Other International Organizations in
Switzerland avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Office of the

High Commissioner for Human Rights the assurances of its highest

consideration.

Geneva, July 2025

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
GENEVA



HRC/NONE/2025/SP/38

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of communications AL CHN 8/2025 and G/SO
217/1 CHN from special procedure mandate holders of the United Nations Human
Rights Council, to which the Government of China submits the following reply:

1. Overall situation and next steps regarding the 40 repatriated persons

The 40 Chinese nationals who were repatriated from Thailand had been lured by a
smuggling ring into leaving the country illegally. They had then been held in detention
in Thailand for 10 years. After accepting the repatriated persons and fulfilling relevant
legal procedures in accordance with the law, China has been helping them return directly
to their families and resume normal life. China is a State governed by the rule of law,
and abiding by the law is a sine qua non. These individuals’ legal education will be
strengthened and their legal awareness will be enhanced so that the experience of having
been deceived and smuggled out of the country can be put behind them as soon as
possible. This will prevent further violations and offences and help them to better

integrate into society and return to their families.

2. Cooperation between China and Thailand in jointly cracking down on cross-

border offences such as smuggling

The cooperation between the two sovereign States of China and Thailand in
lawfully combating cross-border offences such as smuggling is consistent with the laws
of China and Thailand, international law and international practice. No one has the right
to interfere with this cooperation. These 40 Chinese citizens were deceived into leaving
the country illegally and were held in detention in Thailand for 10 years. Their relatives
repeatedly asked the Chinese Government for assistance in returning them to the
embrace of their homeland as soon as possible. The Chinese Government has a duty and

a responsibility to protect its citizens.

China strongly condemns all malicious slander and illegal sanctions against China
and Thailand. It firmly opposes any attempts to manipulate issues related to Xinjiang
under the guise of human rights, interfere in the internal affairs of China or disrupt
normal law enforcement cooperation between China and relevant countries. China will
continue to strengthen law enforcement cooperation with relevant countries on the basis
of mutual respect and consultations on an equal footing, ensure safe and orderly cross-
border movements of Chinese and foreign individuals in accordance with the law and
effectively protect the legitimate rights and interests of people entering and leaving the

country.

3. Application of Chinese and Thai laws, international law and international

practice

All countries take measures to combat illegal entry in accordance with the law,
including the repatriation of persons to their country of nationality. Sovereign States
have the right to independently control their borders, including by taking decisions on
whether to allow foreigners to enter or leave their territory. Most countries define illegal
entry as an unlawful or even criminal act. According to instruments such as the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular

Migration, repatriation follows the basic principle that illegal immigrants should be sent
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back to where they came from, and the preferred option is usually to return them to their
home country. In the present case, the persons who were repatriated had entered Thailand
illegally and had been held there for many years. The cooperation between China and
Thailand to repatriate them back to China is consistent with the laws of both countries,
international law and international practice. China has cooperated with many countries
on repatriations and has received a large number of Chinese citizens who had entered
foreign countries illegally. In recent years, many countries, such as the United States and
European countries, have tightened immigration policies and repatriated large numbers

of illegal immigrants to their countries of nationality.
4. Absence of any violation of international human rights law in these repatriations

The people who were repatriated in this case are Chinese citizens who had been
deceived by criminal organizations and had been held in Thailand for more than 10 years
after illegally leaving China. Their relatives had repeatedly asked the Chinese
Government for help. They are not refugees as defined in the 1951 Convention relating
to the Status of Refugees. Furthermore, these people’s lives are gradually getting back
on track now that they have returned to China. There is no life-threatening situation and

no basis for the application of the “non-refoulement” principle.

5. Risk that repatriated persons could go missing or be subjected to enforced

disappearance

At the invitation of China, the Thai Government sent officials to China to witness
the return of the repatriated individuals and visit their homes. The Thai authorities spoke
highly of the Chinese Government’s arrangements for the repatriated persons and its
development achievements in Xinjiang. At the same time, the Chinese Embassy in
Thailand issued a statement indicating that the argument that repatriated individuals are
at risk of going missing or being subjected to enforced disappearance is completely
unfounded. At present, the repatriated persons have made it clear that they do not wish
to be disturbed by the outside world again and that all parties should fully respect their
views and avoid disrupting their hard-won return to normal life. In fact, some Western
countries and non-governmental organizations routinely attack and smear the criminal
justice systems of developing countries such as China on the pretext of prohibiting
torture and opposing enforced disappearance. These attacks stem entirely from prejudice

or political motives; they are neither legally sound nor logically tenable.
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