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Reply from the Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt concerning

joint communication AL EGY 1/2025 from the mechanisms of the

Human Rights Council on the situation of Baha’i citizens in Egypt

The Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt expresses its appreciation
for the interest shown by the mechanisms of the Human Rights Council in
following up the human rights situation in various countries and wishes to
emphasize its full commitment to the international standards it has accepted
through its accession to the basic international human rights instruments,
particularly the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The response of the Government of
Egypt to the allegations contained in the communication is provided below.

1. Freedom of religion and belief

Article 64 of the Egyptian Constitution states that “freedom of belief is
absolute”. This is in line with article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, which guarantees everyone the right to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion, including freedom to change his religion or belief, and
freedom to manifest his religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and
teaching.

These freedoms are among the well-established constitutional principles
that all successive Egyptian constitutions have sought to guarantee. They are
closely linked to citizenship, which article 1 of the 2014 Constitution recognizes
as the basis for building the State and its democratic republican system. In this
context, the State does not impose any restrictions on personal belief or religious
affiliation, including adherence to the Baha’i faith, as long as it is done with
respect for public order and the rights of others. The Government asserts that the
freedom to observe and practise one’s religion is guaranteed within the limits of
public order, which is a legitimate restriction recognized by international law.

In this regard, the Government emphasizes that it is fully committed to its
duties towards its citizens in accordance with the Constitution and national
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legislation, as well as all human rights conventions to which it has acceded.1

2. Right to citizenship

Egyptian citizenship is granted in accordance with the provisions of the
Citizenship Act, which stipulates that citizenship is acquired by birth to an
Egyptian father or mother, or through long-term residency or Egyptian ancestry,
according to the legally defined conditions.

The Egyptian legal system establishes the principle of the neutrality of
citizenship, which is independent from religion or belief. Citizenship is granted on
the basis of objective legal criteria, without discrimination based on religious
affiliation or belief, in line with international human rights principles.

In this context, Egyptian law does not contain any provision preventing
the children of Baha’i citizens from being granted nationality, as long as the cases
meet the stipulated legal conditions. This confirms the State’s commitment to non-
discrimination and the principle of equality before the law for all citizens,
regardless of their religious affiliation.

It is also worth noting that all citizens and residents in Egypt enjoy all basic
services such as education, healthcare and employment without discrimination
based on gender, religion or other factors.

3. Identity cards

Baha’is can obtain a national identity card with a dash or blank space in
the religion field to avoid any discrimination. These measures are in line with the
rulings of the Supreme Administrative Court, which recognized the right of
citizens to make any declaration that is not inconsistent with the Constitution,
while maintaining public order.2

4. Entitlement to burial

Protecting and respecting the dead is one of the principles of humanity, a
concept common to all cultures and religions since the beginning of humanity, and
regulated by religious, cultural and social practices around the world, and national

__________

1 Article 93 of the 2014 Constitution stipulates: “The State shall be bound by the international human
rights agreements, covenants and treaties ratified by Egypt, which shall have the force of law after
their publication in accordance with the prescribed conditions.”

2 Article 29 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights establishes the idea of order, affirming that
everyone shall be subject only to such limitations as are determined by law solely for the purpose of
securing due recognition and respect for the rights and freedoms of others.
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laws.

The Egyptian State regulates the procedures for establishing cemeteries
for all persons, regardless of their religion, in accordance with Act No. 5 of 1966
and its implementing regulations, which allows the establishment of cemeteries
for persons who do not adhere to one of the monotheistic religions, provided that
the necessary legal procedures are met, with respect for human dignity after death.
The law establishes the rules governing the establishment and organization of
cemeteries and burial procedures, regardless of the religion of the deceased,
whether recognized or unrecognized. In accordance with the law, cemeteries are
publicly funded by the State, and local councils are entrusted, within the limits of
their competence, to establish, maintain, and close cemeteries and determine the
fees for their utilization. The competent administrative authority is required to
establish the principles, criteria and rules to be observed to determine the size,
planning and construction of cemeteries, without prejudice to the religious rites of
different sects.

In this regard, it is worth mentioning that the relevant authorities have the
discretion to determine and regulate the number of cemeteries based on certified
statistics related to population and annual death rates. These decisions are taken
based on statistical data provided by the competent official authorities, primarily
the Ministry of Health, and taking account of health, environmental and social
standards. This information is used to estimate the actual need for cemeteries in
each geographical area. Based on the above, the State confirms that there are
sufficient burial sites to meet the needs of all citizens.

In conclusion, it is also worth mentioning that countries have the sovereign
right to suspend and withdraw visas and take other other measures, and this is the
case in all countries. These measures do not discriminate on any basis and are
taken in accordance with the rules for maintaining public security.

The State also emphasizes that it strictly adheres to fair trial guarantees
and does not resort to arbitrary detention, in accordance with national legislation
and international standards. The Egyptian Government affirms its strong
commitment to promoting and protecting the human rights of all citizens, without
discrimination, and its ongoing readiness to cooperate constructively with the
Human Rights Council and its special mechanisms, as well as its commitment to
strengthening the legal and legislative environment that supports the values of
citizenship, equality and the rule of law.
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