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Mrs. Dorothy Estrada-Tanck

Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on discrimination against women and girls
Special Procedures Branch

52, rue des Paquis

1201 Geneva

M 98/2025
Geneva, 6" May 2025

The Permanent Mission of the State of Kuwait to the United Nations Office in Geneva
presents its compliments to the Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on discrimination against
women and girls and attaches herewith the reply of His Excellency Mr. Abdullah Ali Al-Yahya,
Minister for Foreign Affairs to the communication ref. OL KWT 1/2023 , dated 18™ October 2023.

The State of Kuwait, on the basis of the principle of transparency would like to stress on the
importance of adding the present reply, and any other future clarifications, on your communications
reporting website, as well as in the usual report to be presented to the Human Rights Council for its
consideration.

The Permanent Mission of the State of Kuwait to the United Nations Office in Geneva avails
itself of this opportunity to renew to the Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on discrimination
against women and girls the assurances of its highest consideration.

Ann. Ment. (1)

N. A./rb

1 l 3 www.kuwaitmission.ch
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Unofficial translation

4 May 2025

Her Excellency,

I would like to express my sincere appreciation for your esteemed communication, and I
would like to acknowledge your tireless efforts within the framework of your mandate and their
significant impact in advancing the human rights situation, particularly in eliminating discrimination
against women and girls. With regard to the questions raised concerning certain aspects of male’s
guardianship over women, I would like to provide Your Excellency with the following clarifications:

First, with regard to the “restriction of women’s movement and mobility resulting from male
guardianship, which stems from religious interpretations and social practices,” we would like to report
that the Constitutional Court reviewed Appeal No. 56 of 2008, which invoked Article 12, paragraph
(2), of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, guaranteeing everyone the freedom
to leave any country, including their own. The Court ruled that the first paragraph of Article 15 of
Law No. 11 of 1962 concerning passports, which required the husband's approval for a wife to obtain
a passport, is unconstitutional.

Second, In the context of full gender equality and the elimination of all forms of

discrimination against women and girls, especially all other forms of discrimination regarding
marriage, divorce, and child custody, Article 29 of the Constitution of the State of Kuwait stipulates
that "People are equal in human dignity and in public rights and duties before the law, without
distinction to race gender, origin, language or religion." Article 18, paragraph 1, of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights also stipulates that "everyone has the right to freedom of
thought, conscience and religion. This right shall include freedom to have or to adopt a religion or
belief of his choice," and in paragraph 2, "No one shall be subject to coercion which would impair
his freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief either individually or in community with others
and public or private." It is also stated in paragraph 4 that "the States Parties to the present Covenant
undertake to have respect for the liberty of parents and, when applicable, legal guardians to ensure
the religious and moral education of their children in conformity with their own conviction”.
Accordingly, what is stipulated in the provisions of Islamic Sharia and the Personal Status Law with
regard to marriage, divorce, and child custody aligns with what is stated in the provisions of the
International Covenant regarding freedom of thought, conscience, religion, and belief, and any
interference with what Islamic Sharia prescribes in personal status laws is considered a violation of
what is affirmed in the International Covenant regarding the protection of freedom of belief.
Third, it should be noted that the provisions of the Personal Status Law in Kuwait are derived from
Islamic Sharia and apply exclusively to adherents of Islam, in line with the principle of freedom of
belief and religion as enshrined in Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights. Adherents of other religions and sects are subject to the provisions of their own religious laws,
in accordance with the principles established in the International Covenant on Freedom of Religion
and Article 346 of the Personal Status Law of the State of Kuwait. The provisions of this law apply
exclusively to Muslims, while followers of other faiths are governed by their respective religious
laws.
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Fourth, the number of personal status cases registered by the Ministry of Justice for non-Muslim
individuals during the period from 2020 to 2024 amounted to 1,707 cases. These included marriage
declarations, divorce proceedings, and confirmations, reflecting the application of personal status
laws specific to their respective religions and sects.

In conclusion, we reaffirm the State of Kuwait’s commitment to continued cooperation with the
Working Group on Discrimination against Women and Girls, and we wish you every success in the
fulfillment of your important mandate.

Please accept, Her Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Abdullah Ali ADULLAH Al-Yahya
Minister for Foreign Affairs

Her Excellency Mrs. Dorothy Estrada-Tanck

Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on discrimination against women and girls
Special Procedures Branch

52, rue des Paquis

1201 Geneva
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