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In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful
Ref. 2050/2474008

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations
Office and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and with reference
to the UA IRN 4/2025 dated 9 April 2025 enclosed with the Joint Urgent Appeal from
Special Procedures, has the honor to transmit herewith, comments from the High
Council for Human Rights of the Islamic Republic of Iran to this regard.

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights the assurances of its highest consideration.
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Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 10

Emails: registry@ohchr.org
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In the Name of God

In response to the joint urgent appeal from special procedures on April 9, 2025,
regarding the amputation of the hands of 3 people, namely: Hadi Rostami, Mehdi
Sharafian, and Mehdi Shahivand, it should be announced that:

1. Hodud is one of the different kinds of punishments stipulated in the law
approved by the Parliament of the Islamic Republic of Iran, which is
implemented under specific conditions. In the case of the Hadd of cutting off
the hand, the legislator has considered precise conditions, the fulfillment of
which will, in very few cases, result in the issuance of a sentence of cutting
off the hand. According to Article 268 of the Islamic Penal Code, theft is
subject to Hadd if it meets all of the following conditions:

o The stolen item can be legitimately paid for.

o The stolen item had been in a closed and safe place.

e The thief illegally intrudes into the closed and safe place.

e The thief takes the stolen item out of the closed and place.

¢ The intrusion and theft is committed secretly.

* The thief is not the father or paternal grandfather of the owner of the stolen item.

e The value of the stolen property at the time of removal from the safe place is
equivalent to 0/894gr gold coin.

e The stolen property is not government or public property, a public endowment,
or an endowment for public purposes.

e The theft does not occur during a time of famine.

¢ The owner of the property complains to the judicial authority about the thief.

¢ The owner of the property does not forgive the thief before the theft is proven.

¢ The stolen property tsn’t returned to the owner before the theft is proven.

* The stolen property does not become the property of the thief before the crime
is proven.

¢ The stolen property is not already stolen or usurped.

In addition to all these conditions, according to Article 217 of the
aforementioned law, “In crimes that give rise to Hadd, the perpetrator is liable if, in
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addition to having knowledge, intent, and the conditions of criminal responsibility,
they are also aware of the religious prohibition of the committed behavior”.

2.

L)

The convicts mentioned in the Special Rapporteur’s correspondence, upon
the complaint of 27 people from the victims, for committing several minor
thefts, especially nighttime thefts from the victim’s house, which met the
above-mentioned conditions, were convicted after following all legal
procedures and hearing the defenses of the accused and their lawyers. The
verdict was reviewed and confirmed by the highest judicial authority (the
Supreme Court) consisting of several experienced judges in terms of
compliance with legal procedures and compliance of the committed acts with
the Islamic Penal Code and other relevant laws. Therefore, all the necessary
guarantees for a fair trial have been observed.

. The charges were not based on the defendants’ confessions, but on

documents, evidence, and documentation that ultimately convinced the
judges who issued the verdict. Therelore, the claim that the verdict was issued
based on their confessions or the claim that "they were coerced into signing
blank papers" are false and baseless.

In the Islamic Republic of Iran, according to Article 38 of the Constitution,
any form of torture is prohibited in the country, and according to Articles
570, 578, 579, and 587 of the Penal Code and the provisions of the single
article of the Law on Respect for Legitimate Freedoms and Protection of
Citizen Rights, its perpetrators and other abuses will be subject to severe
punishment. In addition, to monitor the proper implementation of this law,
according to Article 15 of the Executive Directive, the Central Supervisory
Board, in cooperation with the provincial supervisory boards, will conduct
the necessary supervision and inspections, and will take the necessary legal
action against any violation or commission of a crime in this regard. There is
no documentary evidence for the claim of torture and the like made by the
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defendants, which was raised with the guidance and instructions of their
defense lawyers, and the claim is false.
5. The aforementioned prisoners have been transferred several times to other

prisons under the supervision of the Prisons Organization of the country in
accordance with relevant laws and regulations, due to attempts to escape from
prison, creating conflicts, chaos and inciting other prisoners to riot, and acts
of sabotage such as burning blankets, etc.

6. Finally, it is announced that no amputation verdict has been carried out in
2025, and the verdict issued against the above-mentioned individuals, despite
being finalized, has not yet been carried out.
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