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15 April 2025 

 The Syrian Mission to the United Nations Office at Geneva has the honour to submit the 

following preliminary response to joint communication UA SYR 2/2025 dated 27 March 2025. 

 It is important not to ignore or minimize the importance of the context in which the 

unfortunate events in the Syrian costal region took place, as this would affect the conclusions to be 

reached. The events, in fact, began with a treacherous and premeditated attack by adherents of the 

former regime against public security forces and the army. That attack involved violations against 

the people and residents of the region, in some cases for sectarian motives. This led to a temporary 

absence of State authority after hundreds of personnel were killed, followed by revenge attacks and 

other abuses during the ensuing security chaos. 

 It should also be noted that Mohammed Jaber – who is the former commander of the so-

called “Desert Hawks” militia that fought alongside the former regime forces – recently made 

public media statements to the effect that he had supported and directed the operation that targeted 

the public security forces in the Syrian costal region last March, and that the operation had been led 

on the ground by Brigadier General Ghiyath Dallah, a former regime officer. 

 A national fact-finding committee has been formed to bring to justice those implicated, as 

well as a high-level committee to preserve civil peace. Acting in accordance with the mandate, 

independence and broad powers granted to it under a presidential decree, the fact-finding committee 
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has undertaken to investigate the violations that took place and to issue its findings within 30 days. 

Its job is to evaluate all the information and allegations regarding the events that occurred in the 

coastal region, as set forth in the joint communication. 

 The efforts the Syrian Government has made and the willingness it has shown to cooperate 

with human rights organizations and mechanisms and, for the first time, to allow them access to all 

parts of the country has set a positive precedent that has been encouraged and welcomed by the 

Human Rights Council and the International Independent Commission of Inquiry. During its recent 

visit to Syria, the International Commission of Inquiry met with the National Commission of 

Inquiry to discuss the events in the costal region and to exchange experiences on best practices for 

independent investigations. The efforts being made by the Government in that connection are in line 

with its move towards comprehensive national reconciliation rooted in a transitional justice that 

focuses only on persons who have actually committed crimes. The State and the institutions of 

State, unmoved by any sense of vendetta, are the main protagonists within this framework. 

 The Syrian government wishes to reassert that it is fully responsible for protecting all its 

citizens, regardless of their group affiliations, and for guaranteeing their future in a State where all 

persons have equal citizenship and the same rights and duties. This tenet has been enshrined in 

article 10 of the Constitutional Declaration. which states: “Citizens have equal rights and duties 

before the law, without discrimination on grounds of race, religion, sex or lineage.” At the same 

time, Syrian officials at the highest levels have emphasized that Syria will not tolerate the former 

adherents of the Assad regime who committed crimes against the army and State institutions, killed 

innocent civilians and disseminated chaos, and Syria will implacably hold to account anyone who 

was involved in shedding the blood of civilians or who abused the authority of the State, so that no 

one will be above the law. 

** 
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