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The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain to the United Nations Office and other
international organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the secretariat of the Special
Procedures Branch (OHCHR), and with reference to the joint communication dated 17 February 2025,
Ref: AL BHR 1/2025, regarding the information received concerning Mr. Naji Fateel.

In this regard, the mission has the honor to provide the Secretariat of the Special Procedures Branch
with the response of the Kingdom of Bahrain, in Arabic and English, to the above-mentioned
communication.

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain avails itself of this opportunity to renew to
the secretariat of the Special Procedures Branch (OHCHR), the assurances of its highest
consideration.

the secretariat of Special Procedures Branch
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
Email: ohchr-reeistry@un.org
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Tel: (+41) 22 758 96 40, Fax: (+41) 22 758 96 50, E-mail: geneva.mission@mofa.gov.bh



Explanatory note on the joint communication AL BHR 1/2025 from the Special Rapporteur on the

situation of human rights defenders, the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of

the right to freedom of opinion and expression, and the Special Rapporteur on the rights to

freedom of peaceful assembly and of association, on Mr. Naji Fateel.

With reference to the joint letter received from a number of special rapporteurs dated 17 February 2025,
which included allegations that Mr. Naji Fateel, who was pardoned on 8 April 2024 by royal decree for a
comprehensive royal pardon, was threatened by representatives of law enforcement representatives and

did not receive the necessary support after the Royal Pardon Decree.

In this context, the Kingdom of Bahrain affirms that the Bahraini Constitution and national legislation
guarantee all civil, political, economic and social rights to all citizens and residents. Bahrain has established
independent national mechanisms to oversee the functioning of law enforcement agencies, including the
Special Investigation Unit, which investigates complaints of any kind of torture or ill-treatment, and the
Ombudsman, which receives complaints from convicts or their families about any of the actions of

employees of the Ministry of Interior and police personnel.

After verifying the allegations mentioned in the letter received with the concerned authorities, we would

like to report the following:

Allegation regarding the aforementioned being interrogated by the Budaiya Center Police in August

2024

We would like to inform that after communicating with the concerned authorities, and checking the

records, it was found that Mr. Naji Fateel was not summoned to Budaiya Police Station as he claims.

Allegation that the aforementioned was interrogated at the General Directorate of Criminal

Investigation and Evidence building in September 2024:

Mr. Naji Fateel was summoned to attend the General Department of Criminal Investigation and Evidence
on September 1, 2024, and the required data was registered in order to grant him a No Objection
Certificate to practice work in the Kingdom of Bahrain, noting that this certificate is granted to persons
included in the Royal Pardon so that they can submit it to government and private agencies for the purpose
of work, and the aforementioned was contacted for receipt on the same day and did not attend for

receipt, as he came to receive the certificate on October 17, 2024.



Allegation that Mr. Naji Fateel did not receive the necessary support after his pardon, and measures

taken to reintegrate the pardoned inmates:

In implementation of the directives of His Royal Highness the Crown Prince and Prime Minister to the
Ministry of Interior and the Ministry of Labor, those included in the royal pardon were registered among
the beneficiaries of unemployment aid for job seekers, the Ministry of Interior and the Information and
eGovernment Authority invited during the press conference held on April 18, 2024 AD all those covered
by the royal pardon to enter the website of the National Portal of the Kingdom of Bahrain to issue/complete
the procedures for updating the ID card, and attending according to the specified dates to hand over the ID
card and the No Objection Certificate to practice work and benefit from the services of the Ministry of
Labor, and the necessary facilities have been provided to all those covered by the royal pardon to register

in the unemployment insurance program.

Moreover, the General Directorate of Verdict Enforcement and Alternative Sentencing has formed work
teams in the Ministry of Labor and the Information and eGovernment Authority to facilitate procedures in

the event of any problems during implementation.

After checking the records of the aforementioned, it was found that he had benefited from the
facilities provided and was handed the No Objection Certificate and cleared his procedures in all

concerned authorities, but he did not comply with the unemployment insurance system.

In conclusion, the Kingdom of Bahrain refutes the false allegations and inaccurate details contained in the
joint letter regarding Mr. Naji Fateel, as the comprehensive royal pardon came to achieve the royal vision
of His Majesty the King, and to promote human rights in the Kingdom of Bahrain by giving a new

opportunity to those included to engage in society and obtain all economic and social rights.
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