


Translated from Chinese

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of communication AL/CHN/13/2024 from special
procedure mandate holders of the United Nations Human Rights Council, to which the
Chinese Government submits the following reply:

Xie Yang, male, age 52, was lawfully taken into criminal custody in January 2022
by officers of the Changsha Municipal Public Security Bureau in Hunan Province on
suspicion of incitement to subvert State authority. With the approval of the procurator’s
office, the period of investigative detention was extended twice. In July 2022, the
Changsha Municipal Public Security Bureau transferred the case to the office of the
Changsha Municipal People’s Procurator for examination and prosecution. On 23
August 2022, the office of the Changsha Municipal People’s Procurator filed legal
proceedings before the Changsha Municipal Intermediate People’s Court. The
procurator’s office accused Xie Yang of using means such as rumour and slander to
incite the subversion of State authority and the overthrow of the socialist system, in
violation of article 105, second paragraph, of the Criminal Law of the People’s Republic
of China, and must now determine his criminal responsibility for the offence of
incitement to subvert State authority. The case is currently being tried at first instance by
the Changsha Municipal Intermediate People’s Court. At present, Xie Yang is being held
in Changsha Municipal Detention Centre No. 1. During his detention, four lawyers have
met with Xie Yang 19 times. China is a State governed by the rule of law, and all of Xie
Yang’s legitimate rights have been protected by the judicial authorities, as required by
law.
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