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MISSION PERMANENTE
DE LA REPUBLIQUE DU
BELARUS AUPRES DE
L'OFFICE DES NATIONS UNIES
ET DES AUTRES
ORGANISATIONS

INTERNATIONALES A GENEVE

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Belarus to the United Nations
Office and other International Organisations in Geneva presents its compliments
to the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and, with reference
to the communications AL BLR 8/2024 of 18 December 2024 and AL BLR 9/2024
of 17 December 2024, has the honour to transmit herewith comments regarding
the allegations contained in these letters.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Belarus avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights the assurances of its high consideration.

Encl.: 9 pages, as stated.

eneva, 12 February 2025

Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights

Geneva



(Translated from Russian)

Information from the competent authorities of Belarus on communication AL BLR 9/2024 of
17 December 2024

Freedom of association is one of the most important freedoms of citizens. The Constitution
of Belarus grants everyone the right to freedom of association. Belarus, as a modern State governed
by the rule of law, ensures that various voluntary associations can be created. They act as a form of
expression of citizens' interests and a manifestation of their social activity.

The procedure for establishing voluntary associations in the country is regulated by the
Voluntary Associations Act of 4 October 1994. Bodies of the justice system do not interfere in the
process of establishing voluntary associations and act only as registration bodies for them.

Act No. 251-Z of 14 February 2023 amending laws on the activities of political parties and
other associations provides for a number of measures to help ensure the realization of fundamental
rights and freedoms of citizens by creating favourable conditions for the development of civil
society, specifically by:

- Lifting the local restriction on the work of local voluntary associations. Their activities may

now cover the entire country;

- Simplifying the requirements for obtaining legal addresses of voluntary associations and

learning about their organizational structures and for the representation of their founders;

and

- Prohibiting the establishment and activities of voluntary associations for the purposes of

ethnic, religious or racial enmity.

In Belarus, a large number of new voluntary associations are registered every year, with a
diverse range of activities covering various segments of the population.

As at 1 January 2025, 1,397 voluntary associations and 19 trade unions were registered in
Belarus, and 47,450 organizational structures of voluntary associations and 28,099 organizational
structures of trade unions were registered.

In 2024, 26 new voluntary associations were registered in Belarus, and 1,523 organizational
structures of voluntary associations and 707 organizational structures of trade unions were registered
and officially recorded.

The competence of voluntary associations is quite broad. According to their areas of activity,
there are the following numbers of associations registered: 392 physical culture and sports
associations; 141 charities; 171 youth associations, including 27 for children; 92 educational,
cultural and leisure associations; 73 associations of citizens belonging to national minorities; 52
associations of war and labour invalids or veterans; 15 scientific and technical associations; 39
associations of supporters of nature protection or historical and cultural monuments; 33 creative
associations; 9 women's associations; and 380 other voluntary associations.

The most widespread national voluntary associations are the Belaya Rus National Voluntary
Association, the Belarusian Union of Women, the Belarusian Voluntary Association of Veterans,
the Belarusian National Youth Union and the Federation of Trade Unions of Belarus.

It is worth noting that Belarusian legislation (Voluntary Associations Act, art. 15) does not
prevent the submission of documents for State registration of voluntary associations that have
previously been denied State registration. The founders of voluntary associations have the right to
resubmit the documentation to the registering body for State registration if they eliminate the
violations and shortcomings that served as grounds for refusal.

The country's legislation does not establish a special legal status for persons or organizations
engaged in any public activity, including "human rights".

Citizens engaged in activities that they interpret as human rights activities have the same rights
to the protection of the State as do other citizens of Belarus.
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If any public activity is against the law and forms a corpus delicti or a crime, the persons in
question are held liable, as prescribed by law.



Nudopmanus komnereHTHbIX Opranos Pecny0iuku benapycs mo odpamenuro
AL BLR 9/2024 ot 17 nexaops 2024 r.

OpHolt M3 BaKHEHIIMX CBOOOJA TpaxkIaH SIBIISIETCS CBOOOJa OOBEAMHEHUM.
Koncruryuusa PecnyOnuku benapych mpenoctaBisieT KaxaoMy IMpaBo Ha CBOOOIY
oObenuHenunii. PecnyOmmka benapych Kak COBpeMEHHOE IIPABOBOE TOCYAApPCTBO
o0ecIieynBacT BO3MOXKHOCTh CO3/IaHUSI Pa3IMUHBIX OOIIECTBEHHBIX OObEIUHEHUH,
KOTOpBIE€ BBICTYHAIOT OAHON U3 (POpPM BBIpAXKEHHUS IpakJaHAMU CBOMX HWHTEPECOB U
IPOSIBIICHUS UX OOILIECTBEHHON aKTUBHOCTH.

[lopsimok co3maHusi OOIIECTBEHHBIX OOBEIMHEHWI B CTpaHE pPErjaMeHTHPOBAH
3akonom Pecnyomuku bemapyck ot 4 okrsaops 1994 1. «OO6 0OIIeCTBEeHHBIX
o0beauHEeHUsIX». OpraHbl IOCTHIMU He BMEIIMBAKTCH B MNPOLECC CO3JAHUS
0011eCTBEHHBIX 00bEAMHEHN I M BBICTYNAKOT JIMIIb PErHCTPUPYIOIMMH OPraHAMH
110 OTHOLLIEHU IO K HUM.

3axonoM PecryOiuku benapych ot 14 deBpaiist 2023 1. Ne 251-3 «O0 usmeHeHnu
3aKOHOB I10 BOIPOCAM JEATEIbHOCTH MOJMTUYECKUX MAPTHIA U APYTUX OOIIECTBEHHBIX
O0OBEAMHEHUID» MPEAYCMOTPEH PsJT MEp, HAIPABJICHHBIX HA COlelCTBUE 00ecrieYeH U0
peaJiM3aluM OCHOBHBIX MNpPaB M cBO0OJA TIpa»aiaH B YacTH CO3JaHHUS
0JIarONpPUATHBIX YCJIOBUI /ISl PA3BUTHS IPAKIAHCKOr0 001eCTBA, B YACTHOCTH:

— CHATO TEPPUTOPHATIBHOE OrPaHUYEHUE paOOThl MECTHBIX OOLIECTBEHHBIX
00BbEIMHEHUI — Teneph UX IESITEIbHOCTh MOXKET PACHPOCTPAHATHCS Ha BCIO CTPAHY;

— YOpOLLIEHbI TPEOOBAHUS K NOIYUYEHHUIO IOPUIMUECKHUX a/IpECOB OOLIECTBEHHBIX
OOBEMHEHUH U UX OPraHU3ALMOHHBIX CTPYKTYP, K MIPEACTaBUTEIbCTBY yUpEaUTENeH
MECTHBIX OOIIIECTBEHHBIX 00bCAUHCHHIA;

— YCTaHOBJIEH 3alpeT Ha CO3/JaHHE€ M JIEATEIbHOCTh  OOIECTBEHHBIX
O00BbETMHEHUI B IEJISIX HAIIMOHAILHOM, PEJTUTHO3HON U PACOBOW BPAXK/IbI.

Esxeronno B PecriyOnuke benapych peructpupyercsi 3SHaYMTEIbHOE YHCIIO HOBBIX
OOILIECTBEHHBIX  OOBEIMHEHWH C  pa3HOOOpa3sHOM c(epoil  JesITeNnbHOCTH U
OXBATBIBAIOIMX PA3IMYHbIE CJIOM HACETICHUSI.

ITo cocrosnuto Ha 1 sHBaps 2025 r., B bemapycu 3apeructpupoBano 1 397
OOIIIECTBEHHBIX 00benuHeHnH, 19 mpodeccHoHATBHBIX COI30B, 3apETHCTPHPOBAHO,
nocraBieHo Ha yder 47450 opraHu3alMOHHBIX CTPYKTYp OOILIECTBEHHBIX
oobenuHeHnA U 28 099 opraHU3alMOHHBIX CTPYKTYP MPO(COI030B.

B Teuenue 2024 r. B Pecniybnuke benapych ObU10 3aperucTpupoBaHo 26 HOBBIX
OOIIECTBEHHBIX OOBEIMHEHHM, 3apErucCTPUPOBAHO, IOCTaBIeHO Ha yuerT 1523
OpraHU3alMOHHBIE CTPYKTYPBbI OOIIECTBEHHBIX 00benuHeHNH 1 707 opraHu3aiMOHHBIX
CTPYKTYP PO CO030B.

KommereHimsi 0OI1eCTBEHHbIX OOBEAWHEHHUH SIBJISIETCS IOCTATOYHO IIUPOKOW — 10
HampaBjieHusM JesrenbHocTd B PecryOnmuke  benmapych — 3aperucTpupoBaHb
(bu3KyIbTypHO-CIOPTHBHBIE — 392; OnmaroTBopuTenbHbIE — 141; Momonexubie — 171, B
TOM YHCJIE IETCKUE — 27; MPOCBETUTEIBCKUE, KYJIbTYPHO-IOCYTOBBIE, BOCIIUTATEIILHBIC
— 92; rpaxaaH, OTHOCSIIMX c€0sl K HALIMOHAJIBbHBIM MEHBIIMHCTBAM — 73; MHBAINU/JIOB
BOMHBI U TPYJa, BETEPAHOB — 52; HAYYHO-TEXHUUYECKUE — 15; CTODOHHHKOB OXpaHbI
IPUPOJBL, TAMSATHUKOB HCTOPUH, KYJIbTYphl — 39; TBOpueckue — 33; xeHckue — 9 u
npyrue — 380 o011ecTBEeHHbIE 00bEANHEHHSL.
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CambIMU MacCOBbIMH PECITYOJIMKAHCKUMH OOILIECTBEHHBIMU O0BETUHEHUSIMU
apisitoTcs  PecnyOnukaHckoe — oOmiectBeHHoe  oObeauHenue «bemass  Pychy,
OobmectBenHoe oObeauHenne «bemopycckuil  coro3 KEHIIMH», benopycckoe
oOmiecTBeHHOEe  OObenuHeHue  BerepaHoB,  OOImECTBEHHOE  OOBEIMHEHHUE
«benopycckuii pecryOiauKaHckuii coro3 monoaexu» u denepanus npodcor3oB
benapycu.

Oopairiaet Ha ce0s1 BHUMAHUE TO, UTO 0eJIOpyccKoe 3aKOHOAATeIbCTBO (CTATHSA
15 3akona «(O0 00mIECTBEHHBIX OObLEAMHEHMAX») He MNPENsATCTBYET IMOoJa4e
JOKYMEHTOB O TOCYJapCTBEHHOH Perucrpanuv OOIIECTBEHHOr0 O0beIUHEHMS,
KOTOPOMY paHee ObLII0 OTKA3aHO B IOCYJAaPCTBEHHOM PerucTpanum. YUpeauTenn
OOIIECTBEHHOTO0 OOBEAUHEHUS TMpPU YCTPAHEHWU HAPYIIEHMH U HEAOCTATKOB,
NOCTYUBIIUX OCHOBAaHMEM JUIsl OTKa3a, BIPaBE MOBTOPHO MOJATh JIOKYMEHTHI B
PErUCTPUPYIOLIHI OpraH AJisl TOCYJapCTBEHHON PErucTpalyu.

3akoHonarenscTBO PecnyOnuku benapych He ycTaHaBIIMBAaeT CHEMaTIbHBIN
npaBoBOM craryc Juisi Jul  (OpraHu3aiuil), 3aHUMArOUIUXCs KaKoH-IH0o
OOIIECTBEHHOM AESITETbHOCTBIO, BKIIIOUAs «IIPABO3ALIUTHYIOY.

['paxxgane, 3aHuUMaromuMecs AESATENbHOCTBbIO, TPAKTyeMOM MMM  Kak
npaBo3alIUuTHas, 00Jadal0T TAKUMH K€ MPaBaAMHM Ha 3alIUTy U MOKPOBUTEIHCTBO
roCcyJapcTBa, Kak u Apyrue rpaxmaane Pecnyonuku bemapych.

B cnyuae, eciu kakag-nu00 0OILIECTBEHHAs JEATEIBHOCTh MPOTUBOPEUUT
3aKOHO/IATEIbCTBY (00pa3yeT cOCTaB MpaBOHAPYIICHUS WM MPECTYIUICHHS ), TaKue
JIM1A MTPUBJICKAIOTCS K YCTAHOBJIIEHHOW 3aKOHOM OTBETCTBEHHOCTH.
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