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I. With regard to the persons whose names figure in the joint urgent appeal, the 

following reply may be given: 

1. Saudi Arabia cooperates with all United Nations human rights mechanisms and responds to 

their inquiries and requests. It complies with its international obligations under the human rights 

treaties that it has ratified, and its actions are consistent with its obligations under international 

human rights law and with relevant international norms. It examines the allegations that it receives 

and clarifies all relevant facts. 

2. The joint urgent appeal did not contain sufficient information to be able to identify and 

investigate the circumstances of the persons named therein. In that connection, it is important to 

draw attention to paragraph 39 of the Manual of Operations of the Special Procedures of the Human 

Rights Council which states that allegations are to include clear and concise details regarding the 

name of the individual victim(s) or other identifying information such as date of birth, gender or 

passport number or any steps taken by authorities at the local level, which would make it possible to 

clarify their circumstances and to identify any measures taken against them. 

II. With regard to the allegations and claims contained in the joint urgent appeal, the 

following reply may be given: 

- The information contained in the joint urgent appeal – ref. UA SAU 5/2024, dated 3 

December 2024 – is inaccurate, being based as it is on unfounded and uncorroborated allegations 

and claims from the source. In that context, the following response may be given: 

1. International law does not prohibit or require the abolition of the death penalty. Rather, it 

sets rules and standards for such a penalty, and Saudi Arabia adheres to those norms when issuing 

or carrying out sentences of death. 

2. The Narcotics and Psychotropic Substances Act does not envisage the application of the 

death penalty save in very serious cases and within the narrowest limits, a position that is consistent 

with international human rights law. In fact, drug-related crimes can take different forms, some of 

which – in the light of their devastating consequences and effects – are of such gravity as to 

constitute very serious offences on a par with murder. On the other hand, others are merely acts of 

wrongdoing that nonetheless require the requisite punishment. On that basis, and given that Saudi 

society is being targeted by drug smuggling gangs, the Act was passed to act as a legal barrier to 

protect Saudi society. The Act duly takes account of what might constitute serious drug-related 

offences and what might constitute less serious drug-related offences, describing the criminal acts 

involved and the appropriate punishment. 



3. The persons executed on Monday 3 December 2024, had been convicted for crimes that 

attract the death penalty – i.e., for smuggling, receiving and distributing narcotic substances – under 

the Narcotics and Psychotropic Substances Act. 

4. Definitive sentences of death are carried out in accordance with principles of justice, in 

application of the law and in order to achieve the deterrent purposes of punishment and to protect 

the security and stability of society, in accordance with the legislation that was in force at the time 

the crimes were committed. Full respect is accorded to the safeguards and rights envisaged under 

national law, which is consistent with international human rights standards. This is coherent with 

the nation’s view that the right to life is the supreme right, one that is inherent to human beings. In 

fact, the country prohibits any practice that would lead to the arbitrary deprivation of life. 

5. The death penalty is imposed only for the most serious crimes and in extremely limited 

circumstances. It is not handed down or carried out until judicial proceedings in courts of all levels 

have been completed. Domestic legislation provides guarantees of a fair trial and due process that 

are consistent with the country’s international human rights obligations. Cases must be heard by a 

bench of three judges in the court of first instance. The judgment is then referred to the appeal court, 

even if none of the parties has filed an appeal, and is reviewed by a bench of five judges. If the 

appeal court upholds the death sentence, the case is referred to the Supreme Court where it is 

reviewed by a bench of five judges. If the Supreme Court also upholds the sentence, all stages of the 

proceedings have been completed and the judgment becomes final and enforceable. 

6. The procedures employed and the safeguards made available in cases involving persons 

accused of committing offences that attract the death penalty are consistent with international 

procedural and fair-trial standards, including the safeguards guaranteeing protection of the rights of 

those facing the death penalty, issued pursuant to Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 

resolution 1984/50 of 25 May 1984. 

7. There is no truth in the allegation that prisoners are held in special cells and forced to watch 

their fellow inmates being taken away for execution, while awaiting their own turn. Such 

allegations lack credibility and are based on unreliable sources. 

8. When a death sentence is to be carried out against more than one person, care is taken to 

ensure that they are not brought to the place of execution at the same time and executed in full view 

of one another. This is in line with national law, including the implementing regulations of the Code 

of Criminal Procedure, and it reflects the country’s commitment to guaranteeing the human rights 

of persons facing the death sentence, at every stage of the process, including by preventing any 

treatment that may affect their dignity and by upholding principles of justice and mercy. 
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9. Acting on principles of Islamic sharia, Saudi Arabia dedicates great care to upholding 

human dignity and demonstrating compassion, not only towards persons against whom the death 

penalty is being carried out but towards all persons who have been sentenced by the courts. Indeed, 

national laws emphasize the need to enforce penalties in accordance with legal procedure, which is 

characterized by justice and mercy and which protects the rights of convicted persons at every stage 

of the process, including when a death penalty is being carried out. Executions are free of any 

actions that might infringe on the mental or human dignity of the condemned parties, and are 

carried out within a framework that respects moral and humane values. 

10. No sentence in Saudi Arabia, be it a death sentence or any other, is carried out in secret. All 

persons facing the death penalty are aware of their sentence, as are their families and all parties to 

the case, and they are given the opportunity to write their testamentary dispositions beforehand. A 

statement is published immediately on the day of execution, via the official Saudi Press Agency, 

that the death sentence has been carried out. In some cases, such as judgments in which the death 

sentence has been handed down for qisas offences, the date of execution is postponed and another 

date is set and announced to all parties in order to give time for further efforts to convince the 

victim’s family to waive the retaliatory death penalty. 

11. Saudi Arabia is committed to applying the provisions of Islamic sharia and associated laws. 

Once a sentence of death has been carried out, arrangements are made to prepare and bury the body 

promptly and in accordance with the law, while fully respecting the dignity of the deceased person 

and the family. If the person who has been executed in a non-Saudi, the body is immediately 

handed over to the embassy of the country concerned, at the request of that embassy, so that the 

remains can be repatriated. 

12. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs intervenes promptly to inform the embassies of the 

countries concerned that one of their nationals has been arrested and detained in Saudi Arabia, and 

of the reasons for the arrest. It also enables the detained persons to obtain consular assistance, in 

line with national law and with the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations. 

13. All laws in Saudi Arabia – including the criminal legislation that prescribes the death 

penalty – are subject to a process of continuous review and development. Such efforts seek to 

narrow the scope of application of the penalty without precluding the implementation of final, 

definitive and enforceable judgments based on legally valid provisions. 

14. All the trial hearings are held in public, in line with the principle that trials are to be public 

unless the judge, of his own volition or at the request of one of the parties, orders that they be held 

in camera in order to maintain order, observe public morals or protect family privacy. The law 



dictates that the sentence must be read out in public, in the presence of the parties to the case and all 

the judges who issued the judgment, unless one of them is prevented from attending. 

15. All arrested persons are informed of their legal rights at the moment of their arrest, and they 

sign to acknowledge that they have been so informed. These include the right to be informed of the 

reasons for the arrest, the right to seek the assistance of a legal representative or lawyer and the 

right to communicate with a person of their choice. 

16. National laws are designed to promote and protect human rights in general and the rights of 

accused persons in particular thanks to numerous safeguards, including the right to obtain legal aid 

from the moment of arrest and throughout the investigation and the trial. This right is enshrined in 

article 4 (1) of the Code of Criminal Procedure, which stipulates that all accused persons have the 

right to avail themselves of the services of a legal representative or lawyer to defend them during 

the investigation and trial stages. 

17. Detainees and prison inmates in Saudi Arabia receive appropriate medical care, free of 

charge. They undergo periodic examinations and tests in specialized medical clinics and receive the 

necessary treatment. 

18. No one in Saudi Arabia has been sentenced to death or to any other penalty for 

discriminatory reasons, whether it be for belonging to a particular religious or national group or for 

anything else. All persons are equal before and under the law and are entitled to the protection and 

benefits the law affords, without discrimination of any kind. All persons – citizens and residents – 

are treated on an equal footing before the law. Saudi Arabi respects human rights treaties and fulfils 

its obligations under the treaties to which it is a party, which include the International Convention 

on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination. 

19. Detainees and prison inmates in the country benefit from all the rights and safeguards 

envisaged in Saudi law, which is consistent with the relevant international standards, at every stage 

of proceedings, from arrest to investigation and trial. 

20. In Saudi Arabia, detention, imprisonment and restriction of individual freedom of movement 

are prohibited except as permitted by law, in accordance with article 36 of the Basic Law of 

Governance, which stipulates that the State is to ensure the security of all citizens and residents on 

its territory. 

21. Saudi Arabia protects and upholds human rights. Penalties are applicable to individuals and 

there can be no offence and no penalty save on the basis of sharia or statutory provisions; no penalty 

can be imposed save for acts committed subsequent to the enactment of a law. 

22. Domestic law guarantees all accused persons the right to have their case examined in a fair 

and public trial before an independent court. In fact, the judiciary in Saudi Arabia enjoys complete 
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independence in the exercise of its functions meaning that it operates impartially and without 

external influence. No one has the right to intervene in the functioning of the courts, which judge on 

the basis only of compelling evidence. 

23. National legislation upholds the principle of the presumption of innocence, and no one may 

be sentenced to a criminal penalty save for an act that is prohibited by sharia or statutory law and 

after being convicted in a trial conducted in accordance with due process of law. Thus, the laws of 

Saudi Arabia envisage a number of procedural safeguards which regulate criminal proceedings, 

guarantee the rights of defendants and ensure that they are presumed innocent until found guilty 

under the terms of a final court judgment. 

24. In making a judgement, the judge does not rely solely on confessions but on factual and 

presumptive evidence, arrest and search reports, witness testimonies, cross-examinations and 

statements heard during the trial proceedings. Measures taken by the judge in that context may 

comprise hearing witnesses, visiting and inspecting the scene of the offence and seeking the 

assistance of experts, including forensic medical examiners. The trial, in fact, serves as the final 

investigation and therefore necessitates safeguards and protection for the parties involved. 

25. Evidence that is proven to have been obtained through torture is in contravention of the 

provisions of the Islamic sharia and relevant national legislation. In fact, according to article 187 of 

the Code of Criminal Procedure, any course of action is invalid if it is contrary to Islamic sharia and 

to statutory law deriving therefrom. 

26. All detainees and prison inmates are treated equally well and in a way that preserves their 

dignity and guarantees their rights. Saudi Arabia remains committed to the human rights 

instruments to which it is a party, including the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, 

Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, which are part of its own national law. This is 

consistent with the country’s human rights obligations. 

27. Saudi Arabia fully understands the seriousness of the crime of torture and takes effective 

measures to prevent it. Legislation prescribes severe penalties for perpetrators, regardless of their 

status. If a court has any suspicion or has good reason to believe that a crime of torture has been 

committed against an accused person, it arranges forthwith for investigations even in the absence of 

allegations by the person concerned. If it then emerges that a crime of torture has effectively been 

committed, criminal proceedings are instituted against the suspects in order to impose the requisite 

penalties and to provide justice for victims and compensation for the harm they have suffered. 

28. The laws of Saudi Arabia prohibit and punish torture and contain a series of guarantees and 

measures aimed at ensuring that no detainee or prisoner is subjected to torture, ill-treatment or other 

cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. Article 2 of the Code of Criminal Procedure stipulates that 



arrested persons may not be subjected to physical or mental harm or to torture or ill or degrading 

treatment. Article 36 of the Code also requires that arrested persons be treated in a manner that 

preserves their dignity and that they should not be subjected to physical or mental harm. They are to 

be informed of the reasons for their detention and have the right to contact anyone they wish. Under 

article 102 of the Code, the interrogation of accused persons is to be conducted in a manner that 

does not influence their will to make statements. They must not be required to take an oath or be 

subjected to coercive measures. Nor may they be interrogated outside the premises of the 

investigating authority unless the investigator deems such action to be necessary.  

29. Article 28 of the Prison and Detention Act prohibits any kind of assault against prisoners or 

detainees and stipulates that disciplinary measures must be taken against military or civilian 

personnel who commit such acts, without prejudice to any criminal penalties to which they might 

also be liable. Moreover, article 2 (8) of Royal Decree No. 43 of A.H. 1377 (A.D. 1958) prohibits 

the use – during the course of public duties – of ill-treatment or coercion such as torture, cruelty, 

confiscation of assets or denial of personal liberties, including exemplary punishment, imposition of 

fines, imprisonment, exile, mandatory residence in a certain place or illegal entry into private 

dwellings. The penalty for such offences is imprisonment for up to 10 years. 

30. All prisons and detention facilities in the country are supervised and inspected, and steps are 

taken in the event of any violation. Moreover, members of the Public Prosecution Service supervise 

the professional conduct of law enforcement officers, pursuant to article 25 of the Code of Criminal 

Procedure. 

31. With a view to enhancing oversight mechanisms and safeguarding the rights of prisoners 

and detainees, the Human Rights Commission, pursuant to article 5 (6) and (7) of its Statute, can 

visit prisons and detention centres at any time and without official permission, to receive and verify 

complaints of human rights abuses and to take the corresponding legal steps. The National Society 

for Human Rights (a civil society organization) also visits prisons and detention centres and 

receives complaints. Offices have been allocated inside prisons for the Public Prosecution Service 

and, in some prisons, also for the Human Rights Commission and the National Society for Human 

Rights so that they can monitor inmates’ conditions of detention and receive complaints in situ. 

Domestic legislation requires State institutions to ensure that all individuals are treated fairly, 

regardless of their religion, race, gender or nationality. If any of those institutions or their 

representatives, or anybody else, violates a person’s rights, there are a number of governmental and 

non-governmental mechanisms that provide effective safeguards. 

32. Accused persons have the right to a fair and public hearing before a legally competent. 

Defendants are entitled to defend themselves, to draw on the assistance of legal counsel and to 
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challenge judgments handed down against them. The judgment can be submitted for a judicial 

review before courts of a higher level. 

33. The Saudi Criminal Code clearly and precisely defines criminal acts and their prescribed 

penalties. The purpose of this lucidity is to ensure that individuals are aware of the law and thus 

able to avoid committing criminal offences due to a lack of clear understanding. The purpose of this 

is to achieve justice as, in fact, national law prohibits the punishment of any individual for 

committing an act that was not previously defined and forbidden by law. In general, legal texts must 

be understandable to the public at large, and this itself promotes the principle of “legal certainty” 

and upholds the rights of accused persons while avoiding any possibility of ambiguity that may 

result in unfair applications of the law. All of this is a reflection of the commitment of Saudi Arabia 

to achieve criminal justice and to uphold individual rights. 

34. The Human Rights Commission monitors the condition of detained persons and inmates to 

ensure that the measures taken in their regard are consistent with prevailing human rights laws and 

regulations and with the commitments the State has undertaken vis-à-vis human rights, and to 

ensure that no laws are being broken. It carries out this work in the framework of its remit, which is 

to ensure the provision of rights and guarantees and the application of human rights law. 

35. From all the information given above, it is clear that the allegations and claims contained in 

the joint urgent appeal are untrue. Moreover, all the measures taken in the case of these persons 

who have committed drug-related offences have been shown to be valid and consistent with 

international human rights standards – including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 

the Arab Charter on Human Rights – with the country’s obligations under international human 

rights law and with the human rights instruments to which Saudi Arabia is a party, including the 

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and 

the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination. 

36. In conclusion, Saudi Arabia wishes to state that it replies to communications, appeals and 

reports, and clarifies all relevant facts in a spirit of cooperation with international human rights 

mechanisms. 

37. Saudi Arabia also wishes to remind the thematic special procedures mandate holders of the 

Human Rights Council, co-signatories of the joint communication, of the Code of Conduct for 

Special Procedures Mandate-holders of the Human Rights Council issued under Human Rights 

Council resolution 5/2 of 18 June 2007. In particular, it wishes to draw attention to the fact that 

mandate holders should: 

(a) Always seek to establish the facts, particularly the allegations received from the sources, 

based on objective, reliable information emanating from relevant credible sources, that they have 



duly cross-checked to the best extent possible, in accordance with article 6 (a) of the Code of 

Conduct; 

(b) Take comprehensive account of the information Saudi Arabia has provided in relation to the 

case in question, in line with article 6 (b) of the Code; 

(c) Evaluate all information, particularly the allegations received from the sources, in the light 

of internationally recognized human rights standards relevant to the mandate of the special 

rapporteurs, and of international conventions to which the State concerned is a party, in accordance 

with article 6 (c) of the Code; 

(d) Ensure that the communications submitted regarding the case are not manifestly unfounded 

or politically motivated, in accordance with article 9 (a) of the Code; 

(e) Ensure that the person or group of persons submitting the communication are acting in good 

faith in accordance with principles of human rights, and free from politically motivated stands or 

contrary to the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations, and claiming to have direct or 

reliable knowledge of those violations substantiated by clear information, in accordance with article 

9 (d) of the Code; 

(f) Ensure that the communication is not exclusively based on reports disseminated by mass 

media, in accordance with article 9 (e) of the Code; 

(g) Bear in mind the need to ensure that their personal political opinions are without prejudice 

to the execution of their mission, and base their conclusions and recommendations on objective 

assessments of human rights situations, in accordance with article 12 (a) of the Code; 

(h) In implementing their mandate, therefore, show restraint, moderation and discretion so as 

not to undermine the recognition of the independent nature of their mandate or the environment 

necessary to properly discharge the said mandate, in accordance with article 12 (b) of the Code; 

(i) Give a fair, credible and not prejudicially cursory indication of the replies submitted by 

Saudi Arabia, in line with article 13 (a) of the Code of Conduct; 

(j) Ensure that their declarations on the human rights situation in the country concerned are at 

all times compatible with their mandate and the integrity, independence and impartiality which their 

status requires, and which is likely to promote a constructive dialogue among stakeholders, as well 

as cooperation for the promotion and protection of human rights, in accordance with article 13 (b) 

of the Code. 

— End — 
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