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Cambodia’s Clarifications to the Inquiries by Special Rapporteurs on the 

Resettlement of the Angkor Inhabitants 
 

1. Please provide any additional information and/or comment(s) you may have on the 
above-mentioned allegations. 

§ The Royal Government of Cambodia respects the human rights principles by 
striving to provide decent housing to poor families across the country to obtain 
proper housing and a better life through the Social Land Concession Programme. 
So far, the Social Land Concession Project has been implemented in 18 
provinces, providing a total of 1,356,752 hectares of land to 487,457 families, 
and constructing 8,141 houses, including housing arrangements for voluntary 
residents who do not have legal housing and land in the Angkor site to resettle 
in Runta Ek Techo Sen city and the Paek Sneng development area in the Banteay 
Srei district of Siem Reap province. All residents who voluntarily resettle in the 
newly arranged settlements obtained legal land titles and access to infrastructure, 
roads, schools, health centers, pagodas, markets and public services. 

§ The purported news saying there were violations of citizens' rights through 
forced relocation from the Angkor area to the cities of Run Ta Ek Techo Sen and 
the development area of Paek Sneng is distorted information beyond the truth, 
fabricated by a handful of ill-intent group with the aim of political incitation, 
causing civil unrest, hostility, public order and spiritual peace, leading to the 
destruction of the economy and livelihoods of the people living in the areas of 
Run Ta Ek and Paek Sneng, as well as the Angkor World Heritage Site. 

2. Please provide information about the mechanisms in place to ensure the right of the 
individuals, including Indigenous Peoples, concerned to fully participate in decision- 
making processes that affect their cultural life, including their participation in the 
governance and management of the site of Angkor and their representation in the 
Authority for the Protection of the Site and Management of the Region of Angkor 
(APSARA). 

§ The Royal Government has set out a number of policies and mechanisms to 
support people who voluntarily relocate from the Angkor World Heritage Site to 
a new settlement in Run Ta Ek Techo Sen and Paek Sneng development area to 
protect the Angkor World heritage site, and improve the lives of the people, in 
accordance with the Constitution of the Kingdom of Cambodia, laws and 
regulations, including: 

- Sub-Decree No. 155, dated July 26, 2022, on the Land Reclamation of 
81.5 Hectares, located in Tani Village, Run Ta Ek Commune, Banteay 
Srei District, Siem Reap Province, to prepare the infrastructure of parks, 
roads, and provision to the people; 
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- Sub-Decree No. 130 dated June 16, 2023 on the Land Reclamation of 964 
Hectares 96A in Tani Village, Run Ta Ek Commune, Banteay Srei 
District, Siem Reap Province for provision to people who meet the 
conditions and volunteer to leave the Angkor area; 

- Sub-Decree No. 40 dated February 22, 2024 on the Implementation of the 
Rehabilitation Programme for the Relocation of Residents to Run Ta Ek 
Techo Sen and Paek Sneng Commune of Angkor Thom District, Siem 
Reap Province; 

- Decision No. 26 dated April 18, 2022 on the Establishment of an 
Orientation Working Group to Address Illegal Construction and Land in 
Angkor Resort and Other Areas Under the Management of APSARA 
Authority; 

- Decision No. 241 dated December 22, 2023 on the appointment of the 
composition of the inter-ministerial commission to organize the town of 
Run Ta Ek and Paek Sneng in Siem Reap; 

- Decision No. 063 of the Ministry of Land Management, Urban Planning 
and Construction, dated August 09, 2022 on the establishment of a 
technical working group to identify people who have built and occupied 
land in the Angkor area and other areas under the management of 
APSARA Authority; 

- Letter No. 998 of the Council of Ministers dated October 9, 2023 deciding 
in principle to continue to encourage people to relocate from the Angkor 
area to the Run Ta Ek development area and Paek Sneng as a settlement 
with proper infrastructure, including roads, water, electricity, schools and 
local markets, based on the spirit of transforming the area into a location 
that supports Siem Reap's priority tourism development policy, tourism 
investment, and the development of new tourism corridors, heritage and 
nature tourism, promotion of the development of model villages, 
continuing to promote on-site export policies and strengthening support 
services to uphold the rehabilitation and development process of Siem 
Reap and Angkor International Airport; 

- Decision No. 042, dated March 18, 2023 on the Establishment of a 
Working Group to Facilitate the Departure of People from the Angkor 
Area and Resettlement in the Run Ta Ek Development Zone and Paek 
Sneng Development Area; 

- Decision No. 139, dated October 25, 2023, on the Establishment of the 
Inter-Ministerial Commission for the Development of Run Ta Ek and 
Paek Sneng Towns in Siem Reap Province. 

§ In carrying out these necessary tasks, the line ministries, institutions and local 
authorities at all levels strive to coordinate with the people involved by 
maximally adhering to the principles of human rights and humanitarian 
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compassion, including holding of several meetings to disseminate and explaining 
these crucial quests of the Royal Government, which in return overwhelming 
amount of people much appreciate and are happy to accept the Royal 
Government's solution. 

3. Please provide information on the measures taken to clearly identify the 113 
“traditional villages”, and any private or community-owned land, which should not 
be subjected to evictions, and to provide these individuals including Indigenous 
Peoples with legal security of tenure. In addition, please indicate how has your 
Excellency's Government endeavoured to ensure that all people living in Angkor can 
enjoy a certain degree of security of tenure. 

- After Angkor Wat was registered as a World Heritage Site in 1992, the 
Apsara National Authority, in 2004, conducted a census of villagers in all 
the villages within the Angkor area to serve as a baseline for the 
management of the site and measures to protect Angkor residents. The 
residents on the 2004 list are considered to be legally settled residents and 
are granted full protection and other assistance by the state for 
contributing to the protection of the heritage of humanity. At present, the 
number of people who have settled in an irregular manner in the heritage 
protection area without adequate infrastructure to support their lives has 
increased significantly, imposing a serious pressure on the ancient 
temples and the surrounding environment. Since these residents do not 
have legal land ownership and access to clean water, electricity, roads, 
sewage systems, hospitals and schools, the Royal Government urgently 
needs to come up with appropriate solutions. 

- The Royal Government has provided 5,865 plots of land in Runta Ek Techo 
Sen and 4,039 in the Paek Sneng Development Area to families willing 
to resettle. However, this can only accommodate 9,904 families of those 
who are illegally settling in the Angkor site area. There are still a number 
of families that the Royal Government needs to accommodate. 

- The Angkor residents are not indigenous people, but they are Cambodian 
citizens who have resided in the Angkor Archaeological Park area for a 
long time before 2004, and they are considered part of the living heritage, 
the soul of the temples, which have received state support and 
encouragement. 

4. Please provide information on the measures that your Excellency's Government is 
undertaking to protect the communities living in Angkor from forced evictions and 
arbitrary displacement; and to ensure that any decision affecting Indigenous Peoples' 
lands, territories and resources is taken only with their free, prior and informed 
consent. 
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§ The Royal Government has set out many laws, policies and legal regulations, 
including Royal Decree No. 001 N.S. dated May 18, 1994 on the designation 
and management of the Siem Reap Angkor area and Decision No. 70 S.S. 
dated November 16, 2004 on the designation of land use standards for Zone 
1 and Zone 2 in the Siem Reap Angkor area, etc., in accordance with 
applicable laws, especially the Constitution of the Kingdom of Cambodia, 
which is the supreme law of the nation. Through these regulations, the rights 
of Angkor residents are protected as follows:  
- Residents who have lived and resided in their homes for a long time can 

continue to live there without being evicted.  
- Residents have the rights to demolish and repair old dilapidated houses 

or build new ones to replace old houses with a permission from the 
Apsara National Authority. 

- Residents have the rights to own and manage land in various ways such 
as transferring inheritance to relatives, from parents to children, or sale 
to villagers to support their livelihoods, but it is prohibited to buy and 
sell land by merchants with the aim of making a profit for companies or 
individuals, or to buy and sell land for the construction of hotels, 
restaurants, or entertainment venues, etc.  

- Residents living in the Angkor area have the priority right to work in the 
conservation and restoration of temples, as well as receive professional 
training related to the conservation and management of Angkor sites.  

- The state is to find possibilities of creating tourism communities for local 
people to generate daily income from tourism.  

- Encourage the organization of cultural communities in villages to 
preserve and indicate the traditions of ancestors to descendants.  

- Promote the value of landscapes through land management, 
environmental management systems, and nature conservation plans in 
the Angkor heritage protection area. 

5. Please indicate whether all people threatened with or already subjected to forced 
resettlement have been meaningfully consulted, have had the possibility to propose 
alternatives to resettlement, to participate in the selection of the resettlement sites, 
in defining adequate compensation including replacement land, as well as 
integration measures. Please also indicate how your Excellency's Government has 
obtained the free, prior and informed consent of the Indigenous Peoples for the 
resettlement plan. 

- People listed in the 2004 census are not being relocated unless they apply 
for new housing with complete land ownership and structure in the Runta 
Ek Techo Sen and Paek Sneng Development Area, and the Royal 
Government continues to accept applications and facilitate the provision 
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of housing to them based on humanitarian principle. However, those who 
have settled illegally in the Angkor National Park Protection Area do not 
own any land or buildings. Most of them live in shacks or huts in a slum-
like environment without safety and comfort. Therefore, they are happy 
and willing to accept the solutions provided by the Royal Government. 
 

6. Please provide information on the efforts that your Excellency's Government is 
undertaking to ensure that the resettled communities resume and continue enjoying 
access to adequate housing, food, land for food production, safe drinking water and 
sanitation, and other means of livelihood. 

The Royal Government will continue to implement the following priorities: 
- Continue to urge relevant ministries and institutions to set these tasks as 

their highest priority to ensure that schools, health centres and other 
public buildings in the new area have adequate and reliable facilities, 
staffs and public servants, 

- Continue to encourage residents who have already been selected but have 
not yet left to move to new homes in these two development areas in a 
timely manner, and for the authorities to prevent further encroachment in 
areas that have already been relocated,  

- Encourage the private sector to establish business, production and service 
bases in and around these two development areas to create additional job 
opportunities and occupations for residents in both areas, and transform 
them into satellite cities with vibrant economic activities, drawing 
maximum advantages of the economic potential of the tourism sector 
arising from Angkor and other ancient temples, and infrastructure 
development projects for roads, economic zones, boreys, residence and 
Siem Reap Angkor International Airport, etc. 

- Promote land registration and issuance of title deeds to residents in these 
two areas as a top priority to ensure the security of possession and use of 
real estates with confidence and legality, and opportunities to build a 
better economy. 

- Promote further development of Runta Ek Techo Sen and the surrounding 
areas by setting up a comprehensive package for the effective and 
interconnected management of physical infrastructure, socio-economic 
infrastructure, and public services to transform them into a model area for 
the implementation of the state's social land concession project into "The 
first Contemporary Rural Borey in Cambodia." 

7. Please indicate the steps that your Excellency's Government has taken to ensure that 
relocation complies with international human rights standards, as requested in 
decision 46 COM 7B.31 issued during the 46th session of the World Heritage 
Committee. Additionally, please indicate whether your Excellency's Government 
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has invited a Reactive Monitoring Mission to assess among other things the 
conditions of the relocated communities, as required under the decision, and provide 
information on the Reactive Monitoring Mission's scope and possible dates. 

§ The Cambodian authorities did not take any coercive measures to force 
people to leave the Angkor site, other than on a voluntary basis. Some of 
the negative news that has emerged from the implementation of measures 
by the Cambodian authorities against squatters who have illegally 
occupied land and settled in the Angkor site area is a common measure 
that is often taken by competent authorities in all countries around the 
world.  

§ The Cambodian authorities welcome all parties, including international 
organizations, who are interested in promoting the protection of Angkor 
heritage and respect for human rights, to join the process the Royal 
Government of Cambodia is implementing to improve housing, 
infrastructure, public services and livelihoods of the people of Runta Ek 
Techo Sen and the Paek Sneng Development Area, as well as throughout 
the country, aiming to achieve the vision of the Royal Government of 
Cambodia to transform all villages into the village of peace, security, 
sustainability, social harmony and happiness. 

8. Please indicate what measures have been taken to ensure that persons, including 
Indigenous Peoples, who have lost their housing, land, property, means for food 
production or livelihoods, or who have suffered any economic or cultural effect as a 
result of the forced evictions, arbitrary displacement and forced resettlement, have 
access to effective remedy and reparation. 

§ As indicated in Answer 6. 
 

9. Please clarify what measures have been taken or are envisaged to provide protection 
and assistance to those displaced in Angkor, including the steps taken to ensure 
access to justice for victims and accountability for perpetrators of arbitrary 
displacement and attacks on displaced persons. Also, please provide information on 
any steps taken to enable durable solutions to their displacement.  

§ As indicated in Answer 7. 
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