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The Permanent Mission of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam to the United 
Nations Office, the World Trade Organization and Other International Organizations 
in Geneva presents its compliments to the Special Procedures Branch of the Office 
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and has the honor to 
hereby transmit the reply of Viet Nam to the latter’s Urgent Appeal UA VNM 8/2023 
(dated 21 September 2023) by the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or 
arbitrary executions concerning . 

The Permanent Mission of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam to the United 
Nations Office, the World Trade Organization and Other International Organizations 
in Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Special Procedures Branch 
of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights the 
assurances of its highest consideration./.  
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3. Information on Viet Nam’s efforts and measures to reduce the scope of 
application of the death penalty: 

Reducing the use of the death penalty is a long-term and humanitarian policy 
of the Vietnamese state. To date, numerous measures have been implemented, 
including: 

- Gradually reducing the number of crimes subject to the death penalty, from 
44 in the 1985 Penal Code to 18 in the 2015 Penal Code. 

- Exempting certain individuals from the death penalty, such as minors, 
pregnant women, women with children under 36 months, or individuals aged 75 or 
older. 

- Prohibiting executions in specific cases as stipulated in Article 40(3) of the 
Penal Code. 

- Ensuring no restriction on review of death penalty judgments under Article 
367 of the Criminal Procedure Code. 

4. On clemency in death penalty cases: 

Under Vietnamese law, clemency requests to commute death sentences to life 
imprisonment fall under the authority of the President. This policy reflects Viet 
Nam’s humanitarian principles, offering severe offenders an opportunity for reform. 




