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New Zesland High Commission,
Tarawa

Oear Depuly High Commissioner,

I hope this letter reaches you in good health and spidt despite your very busy
schecute,

Let me kegin by reaffirming that Kiribati attaches great imporance to ils parinership
with New Zealend at 2l jevels and | thank you and your collsagues for vour hard
wark to slevale our coopertion and mutual fiendship. The depth und roadening
reach of our partitership besrs withess 1o these effarts and rasi assured that we will
continue fo nurture ihe specle! fendship we have with New Zealand and the High
Commission in Kiribafl. Allow me also to specifically thenk New Zealand for
exiending ita support ta owr Judiciary sector at & time when it Ia really nesded.

The purpose of my writing taday is to convey the Govemment of Kiribat's concerns
regarding the comments made by a New Zealand national who is the Incumbent
Chief Justics In Kirlbati. We have rassnily becorme aware of the Hanourable GJd's
Insensitive, deragatory, and culturally oflensive references Bbout his experiences
and work in Kirbatl, The aricle in gusesiion is tilled “A personal Joursy through the
rule of law in the South Pacific® published Int Oclaber 2021 an Judicsre Interiational
| have aftached a copy of such for your eass of refarerce and we request your
amsistance to canvey thase concems fo the Judiclary In New Zoaland where Justice
Hastings still holds his warants,

While the Govemment of Kiribati sirengly supports and endeavours fo promnie the
frardom of expression ant the independence of the judiciary, it was felt that the
referarce made to important eultural practives and the overall working conditions in
the Judiclal sector in Kiibati portrays & negative image of the country and perhaps
allagations that the oxecutive is attempling & make his time in Kirbali unbearable,
#ore conceming is that it paints a picture that Chief Justica Hastings s baing forced
to work under barbaric conditions in a non- Chistian and murderaus third world
sountry in 2 quest to protect the tule of taw and ihe indepandence of the judiciary.

While we are acutsly aware of the woriing conditions In Kiribat! and therefore axpect
such comments from our visiiors, we bellave that this is unbecoming of ona who
voluntarily accepts to work in Kiribati and espedially one who holds hgh office. 1t is



offansive to say the Jeast o our peopla who had openly and waimly walcorned the
Chicf Justice inta thaeir comminities and eager to showeasa thelr culture, traditions,
and custorns.

Egually concerming s that the adicle conwveys preconcaived conicarns about tha
exectiive’s parceived "micro-altach" on the judiciary, evan before the Judge set font
in Kirlbah and we foor that thase may have pra-empted judgements fivat have been
handed down on serisifive cases recantly haard befora the cour. The Chief Justice's
buldness in openly pubiishing these views and labelling these as a mista-attack on
the independencs judicary In Kiibali is viewad as 2 way to parvert the coursa of
justice and the govermnment of Kinkat's genuine attempt to ssek recourss on what
we believer io be a legilimate concern of aur paople,

Our parcaptions and etpectations of Justice Hastings willingnese o work In Kiribati
is now douded with his views about our culture and traditions, his Inconveniance,
discomiort and preconceived views about owr government's alleged il infentions.
These cedalnly do not bode wall with owr intentions o work closely with the
Honourable Chief Justice, to uphold the ruls of law and improve the understanding
and warking relationship bedwesn the execufive and judicial arms of governmeant, in
goad faity and for the bensfit of the -Kiribafi people,

In the event that the above cancerns may be sesn as another “micro-aitack’ on the
Indepandence of the Judislary in iiribati, | want fo be clear in conveying that the
Government of Kivibati shares the very sema principles that e Honoursble Chisf
distice holds so dearly, in emawing that we have an indapendent and impartal
functioning judiciary, thet is accountable, culfurally sensiive and beneficial to the
people of Kirihat,

| look forward to working closely with you on thess grave concsins and s we pursue
the joint aspirations of our iwe countries and psoples to alevate owr fongstanding
friendship.

Sinceraly,
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