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_ Date: 18 july 2022 ‘

Allegations to e investigated by the indepandent Tribunal estabiished by Te Beretitenti HE Tanet!
Maamau

i write on behalf of the independent Tribunal, appointed by Te Beretitenti, under section £3(4) of
the Kiribatl Constitution co miprising of the following:

I MsTeekos luts ~ Chaitperson
2. Mr Nakau Mote— Member
3. Ms Eweata Maata — Member,

The Tribunal has been tasked to cansider the submitted alizgations as listed:

al Annualleave was taken in breach of Your appointment and the Jaw (Judicta) Salaries and
Allowances Repulations (2016). Two Issues are related.:

{i) Leave was taken without mutual agreement between yourself and the Government
—the Minister of Justice as stipulated in the aboverentioned Reguiations, northe
Beretitenti as the onewho signed your appaintment;

{ii} The number of days teken as leave were above your entittement for the peripd of
time served as Chief Justice;

b} You had ordered the release of salary for Judge Lambourne through a signed MOU, under
your hand. This is seen as inappropriate as this is the administrative responsibility of the
Chief Registrar, as the atcounting officer for the recyrrent by dget of the Judiciary. This
gccurrad before your decision to prreside over the same fssue in court, listed on 12t August
2021. Ethically, you should have recused yourself fram hesring the c3se, glven you have
dealt with the matter administratively,

€] You had published an article entitied ‘A persanal Joumney through the rule of Law in the
South Pacific’ in the J udicature International in October 2021, The articls has been eento
reflect your views on, i) the Kirlbati High Court Judye tenures, 11} the standard practice for
Jjudges in Kiribati to be on Cortract appointment, and i} and the amendment to the High
Court ludges Salaries and Allowances 2021, With the matter hefore you, ar pending in court,
ethically yau should Have refrained fram making those publlc comments.




In accardance with the principles of natural justice, stipulated in the attached TORs, by which
the Tribunal is required to function we submit thesa allegations for your information and
relevant preparations.

Yours sincerely,

Chairperiu:




