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Ref. 2050/1964379

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations
Office and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and with reference
to the Joint Communication from Special Procedures regarding Mr. Zia Nabavi, Mr.
Shariar Shams, and Ms. Hasti Amiri dated 18 October 2023, has the honor to transmit
herewith, responses of the High Council for Human Rights of the Islamic Republic of
Iran to the allegations made in the above mentioned joint communication.

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights the assurances of its highest consideration.

Geneva, 04 March 2024
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Office of the United Nations

High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 10

Emails: registry@ohchr.org
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In His name, the Almighty

Response to the allegations made in the joint communication of October 18, 2023 by

Special Procedures regarding Mr. Zia Nabavi, Mr. Shahlé'iar Shams and Ms. Hasti

Amiri

In relation to the alleged cases raised in the joint communicatéion of October 18, 2023 by
Special Procedures regarding Mr. Zia Nabawi, Mr. Shahriar Séhams and Ms. Hasti Amiri,
it should be noted that student activities and holding gatherinés on the university campus,
whether authorized by the university or otherwise is not a cause for prosecution or
criminal punishment of people. Respect for the freedom of sttidents 1s recognized to such
an extent that the act ratified on August 20, 2000 by the Corisultative Islamic Assembly
(Iran’s Parliament), prohibits the entry of forces (military éand law enforcement) into
universities and educational centers, whether for investigatic-%n, prosecution or arrest. In
emergency situations, this can only be done with the request Df the university chancellor
or higher education center and after receiving the approval of the Minister of Science,
Research and Technology and the Minister of Health, Treatnient and Medical Education
within the framework of legal regulations and in compléiance with the conditions

stipulated in the law and without the use of physical coercion.

1. Mr. Zia Nabawi, who has numerous criminal records and is related to at least 10
members of MKO terrorist outfit based in Ashraf Garrison (Albania), has been
prosecuted because of his connection and cooperation with thls group with the aim of
holding a sit-in and inciting chaos and riotous behaviors in the university campus. The

allegation of preventing him from continuing his education o@riginated from the fact that
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two members of the MK O terrorist outfit sat in front of the Ministry of Science in support

of Zia Nabawi and made such a claim, Be that as it may, he defended his master's thesis
in 2023 and posted its image on his personal Instagram éccount. He has now been
sentenced to 1 year of incarceration due to such charges, but the case is pending in the

criminal justice department and he is now free on bail.

2. Ms. Hasti Amiri has been sentenced to 1 year of incarceration for carrying out
propaganda activities against the state in the cyberspace. Hou%ever, her case is pending in
the department of execution of judicial orders and is yet to be implemented. She is now
free on bail. Therefore, her involvement in protest rallies or st1§1dent union activity was not

the basis for her prosecution, rendering such an allegation unfounded.

3. As regards Mr. Shahriar Shams, it is hereby asserted that his case has resulted in an
order of non-suit and hence dismissed. He was suspended for only one semester by the
disciplinary committee of the University for committing acti{ans against the disciplinary
regulations of the university. However, the said suspension has been lifted and he is not

facing any bans or restrictions for pursuing his academic studies.
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