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Ref:

The Permanent Mission of the State of Qatar to the United Nations Office and other
International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights and with reference to the joint communication dated 24 March
2023 (AL QAT 1/2023) sent by the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders;
the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention and the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and

protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression.

The Permanent Mission of the State of Qatar is pleased to attach herewith the requested

information as received from the relevant authorities in the State of Qatar.

The Permanent Mission of the State of Qatar avails itself of this opportunity to renew to
the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the assurances of its highest

consideration,

Geneva, 31 January, 2024

Beatriz Balbin
Chief Special Procedures Branch
OHCHR

FAX: +41 22 917 90 08
E-MAIL: ohchr-registrv@un.org

Annex: Unofficial translation in English.
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Unofficial translation

An information note in response to the joint communication from the Special Rapporteur
on the situation of human rights defenders; the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention
and Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion

and expression, dated 24 March 2023/ Reference (AL QAT 1/2023)

With reference to your joint Communication dated 24 March 2023,
concerning " the alleged intimidation of cyber-attacks against Mr. Mark Somos,"
following his communications with various UN human rights bodies regarding

alleged human rights violations committed by the State of Qatar against his clients".

In response to alleged human rights violations against the clients of Mr. Mark
Somos, American and Hungarian national, based in Heidelberg, Germany, we would

like to communicate the following:

— The State of Qatar denies all allegations made by Mr. Somos that he was
subjected to cyberattacks and hacking attempts of his e-mail accounts by the
State of Qatar.

— Considering that no formal complaint on this matter has been submitted to the
competent Qatari authorities (Ministry of Interior, Qatar's National Cyber
Security Agency ), and that no requests for judicial assistance were received
from the competent authorities of Germany, the country of residence of Mr.
Marc Somos (as your joint communication indicates that Mr. Somos has
reported to the German police and security authorities the hacking attempts of
his accounts and that the case is currently under review by prosecutors) there
is no legal basis for the Qatari competent authorities to initiate judicial or

criminal action on these allegations, given that he Cybercrime Prevention Law



No. 14 of 2014, the Qatari Penal Code No. 11 of 2004 and other Qatari
legislation guarantee protection of all victims and those affected by any crime,
in particular cybercrime.

With regard to the measures taken to ensure Mr. Somos’s physical and
psychological integrity, we would like to point out that Mr. Somos lives in
Germany and not in the State of Qatar. He is therefore not subject to Qatar's
Jjurisdiction for such measures to be taken. Furthermore, the mandate of the
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention to investigate cases of arbitrary
deprivation of liberty does not apply to the case of Mr. Somos, who has never
been to the State of Qatar and is not present on its territory.

In the State of Qatar, we keep in mind our obligations under international
human rights instruments and standards, and work to implement them with
the needed transparency, in the belief that human rights issues are a strategic
choice and the cornerstone of Qatar's policy which is confirmed by Qatar’s
accession to seven human rights conventions, including the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. In this context, we underline the State
of Qatar's continuous and commendable cooperation with the special
procedures of the Human Rights Council and the OHCHR. We also would
like to fully assure you of our readiness to engage in dialogue on all subjects

within our common interest for the promotion and protection of human rights.



