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In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful
Ref. 2050/1906767

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations
Office and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and has the honor
to transmit herewith, a response letter from the High Council for Human Rights of the
Islamic Republic of Iran to the letter from Mr. Beatriz Balbin, Chief Special Procedures
Branch OHCHR dated 20 November 2023, transmitting the Joint Communication from
the Special Procedures regarding Mr. Louis Arnaud.

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights the assurances of its highest consideration.

Geneva, Januaryl6, 2024

\\/

Office of the United Nations

High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 10

Emails: registry@ohchr.org




Q)

X X
¢ :awLm g
W= O

% 05.@

“Og Ay ®

gl { b A

AW 5 ¢/ '_ld- JM
b, um :é."‘tﬂ L‘a, - - ’3,'

SO teJ J”Jc;grr:.w

In His name, the Almighty

Regarding the joint letter of November 20, 2023, special procedures regarding Mr. Louis-

Marie Simon Arnaud, the following points are stated:

1. Louis-Marie Simon Arnaud was arrested on charges related to national security and his
arrest, contrary to the allegations, was made in accordance with the relevant laws and in
compliance with the relevant formalities, including the fact that the arrest warrant was shown
to him and that there was no violent treatment of the defendant.

2. According to the order of the relevant judicial authority, a consular visit permit has been
issued for Mr. Louis Arnaud demonstrated by the fact that members of the French embassy
have met him on several occasions. The defendant has been in contact with his family
members by phone. He is still enjoying such a facility and there is no prohibition or restriction
in this regard.

3. The defendant is now in prison and has unrestricted access to all welfare services inside the
detention center just like other inmates. The allegation of restricted access to foodstuff is
baseless. He not only receives the same three daily meals (breakfast, lunch and dinner) that
other inmates and prison staff use, but he can also purchase everything he needs from the
prison commissary.

4. The allegation that he can only walk blindfolded for 30 minutes a day is absolutely false
and cannot be confirmed in any way.

5. As is the case with other convicts, regardless of the type and title of their charges, Mr.

Arnaud has easy and quick access to the infirmary and prison physicians round the clock. In
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line with Article 137 of the Executive Regulations of the Prisons Organization and Security
and Educational Measures approved in 2021, should special medical facilities and equipment
in prisons be found wanting, inmates could be sent out of the prison at any hour to pursue
their treatment. Mr. Arnaud is constantly supervised by a doctor, and if prescribed by the
latter, he would be sent to external specialized and super-specialized medical centers. Also,
on several occasions, ajjpr()priate medical orders have been issued to the director of the prison
where he is being held.

6. Contrary to the allegations, Mr. Louis Arno has had access to a lawyer since his arrest. It
should be noted that according to the note of Article 48 of the Code of Criminal Procedure
(approved in 2013), in internal and external security crimes as well as organized crimes whose
punishment is covered by Article 302 of this law, in the preliminary investigation stage, the
parties to the lawsuit, choose their lawyer(s) from among the certified lawyers of the judiciary
who have already been approved by the Head of the Judiciary. The lawyers have had personal
meetings with the defendant and according to the regulations, whenever they have requested
to meet with the defendant, their requests have been met. In addition and contrary to the
allegations, the defendant has appeared in the hearing three times with his lawyers, while the

assertion that the lawyer was rejected by the judge is not true.

7. It should be noted that in a part of the letter, possibly due to a mistake in the writing, the
name of the court is wrongly stated as Islamic Revolutionary Guard Court, which does not

exist in the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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