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In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

Ref. 2050/1906768

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations
Office and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and has the honor
to transmit herewith, a response letter from the High Council for Human Rights of the
Islamic Republic of Iran to the letter from Mr. Beatriz Balbin, Chief Special Procedures
Branch OHCHR, dated 5 December 2023 transmitting Joint Communicaton From

Special Procedures.

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights the assurances of its highest consideration.

Geneva, Januaryl6, 2024

Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights

Palais des Nations
CH-1211 Geneva 10
Emails: registry@ohchr.org
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In the name of He, the Almighty

Regarding the joint correspondence of December 5, 2023 of a number of office holders of
special procedures regarding Mmes Narges Mohammadi, Nasrin Sotoudeh and Manzar

Zarrabi, the following points are made for your consideration:

Narges Mohammadi

1. Despite previous repeated emphasis in response to numerous correspondences of
special procedures regarding the legal establishment of the "Revolution Courts”, the
fabricated phrase "Revolutionary Court" has been used in this correspondence as
well, which is strongly recommended to be avoided in possible future exchanges.
As it has been frequently noted, the title "revolution" in the name of "revolution
courts" is a special name of a dedicated and specialized court and does not
correspond to the fake concept of revolutionary courts. The Revolution Court has a
president and two advisers and has been constituted according to the provisions of
the Code of Criminal Procedure. The rulings of this court may be appealed in the
provincial courts or in the Supreme Court (appellate courts of the highest instance
in Iran’s judicial system).

2. Ms. Narges Mohammadi has been convicted for committing numerous crimes,
including forming and managing an illegal outfit, disturbing public order through
participation in illegal assemblies, association and collusion to commit crimes
against the national security, defying officers who were just discharging their duties
and defamation and vandalizing. Therefore, as it has already been announced on

various occasions in response to the correspondence of special procedures as well
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as the aforementioned working group, her conviction is due to the commission of
crimes that are criminalized according to the Islamic Penal Code. Therefore, calling
her detention arbitrary is pointless.

3. The allegations of summoning Mrs. Narges Mohammadi 11 times before the
judicial authorities are baseless. As regards the recent accusation of Mrs. Narges
Mohammadi, it should be said that her case is pending in a competent court and has
not resulted in the issuance of a decision. Therefore, the allegation that he was
sentenced to one year in prison is not true.

4. Regarding the medical treatment of the above-mentioned prisoner, it should be
noted that since the beginning of 2022, she has been sent to medical centers outside
the prison more than 20 times, while on several occasions she withdrew from being
treated in such centers when the consequences of such refusals were explained to
her. Mrs. Mohammadi is constantly supervised by a doctor, and if prescribed by the
latter, she would be sent to external specialized and super-specialized medical
centers. It should be noted that at the end of 2021, after administering treatment
measures and introduction to the medical examiner, in the implementation of Article
522 of the Code of Criminal Procedure approved in 2013 and according to the
opinion of the doctor, she was sent out of prison for 2 weeks and was actually
temporarily released by virtue of a stay of prosecution issued by the judicial
authority. After the expiration of the mentioned deadline, the named person and her
lawyer were notified that she should report to the prison. However, the said prisoner
not only did report to the prison at the appointed time, but also abused her medical
furlough for anti-security measures and holding meetings with people with a
criminal record in anti-security issues, including interviews with hostile networks
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and anti-Iranian media for the purpose of demonizing the state and dissemination of
untruths. Therefore, after refusing to comply with the judicial authority's wartant to
return to prison, the mentioned person was arrested by judicial officers during a
meeting which had been convened to incite people to create disturbance and anti-
security measures and later was committed to the place of imprisonment. As is the
case with other convicts and defendants, regardless of the type and title of their
charge, she has easy and quick access to the infirmary and prison physicians round
the clock. In line with Article 137 of the Executive Regulations of the Prisons
Organization and Security and Educational Measures approved in 2021, should
special medical facilities and equipment in prisons be found wanting, inmates could
be sent out of the prison at any hour to pursue their treatment. Therefore, the

allegation of delay in or neglect of treatment is unfounded.

Mrs. Nasreen Sotoudeh

1. Mrs. Sotoudeh has been detained, trialed and convicted for committing actions that
are considered crimes according to the provisions of the Islamic Penal Code,
including carrying out propaganda activities against the state, membership in an
illegal group, publishing false content with the aim of disturbing the public and
disrupting public peace and order. Therefore, the claim that her detention was
arbitrary is baseless.

2. Despite her committing multiple crimes, the judicial authority of the Islamic
Republic of Iran suspended the execution of Ms. Nasreen Sotoudeh's punishment

from July 21, 2021 by applying Islamic compassion and mercy rule and invoking
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In the name of He, the Almighty

Regarding the joint correspondence of December 5, 2023 of a number of office holders of
special procedures regarding Mmes Narges Mohammadi, Nasrin Sotoudeh and Manzar

Zarrabi, the following points are made for your consideration:

Narges Mohammadi

1. Despite previous repeated emphasis in response to numerous correspondences of
special procedures regarding the legal establishment of the "Revolution Courts”, the
fabricated phrase "Revolutionary Court" has been used in this correspondence as
well, which is strongly recommended to be avoided in possible future exchanges.
As it has been frequently noted, the title "revolution" in the name of "revolution
courts" is a special name of a dedicated and specialized court and does not
correspond to the fake concept of revolutionary courts. The Revolution Court has a
president and two advisers and has been constituted according to the provisions of
the Code of Criminal Procedure. The rulings of this court may be appealed in the
provincial courts or in the Supreme Court (appellate courts of the highest instance
in Iran’s judicial system).

2. Ms. Narges Mohammadi has been convicted for committing numerous crimes,
including forming and managing an illegal outfit, disturbing public order through
participation in illegal assemblies, association and collusion to commit crimes
against the national security, defying officers who were just discharging their duties
and defamation and vandalizing. Therefore, as it has already been announced on

various occasions in response to the correspondence of special procedures as well
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as the aforementioned working group, her conviction is due to the commission of
crimes that are criminalized according to the Islamic Penal Code. Therefore, calling
her detention arbitrary is pointless.

3. The allegations of summoning Mrs. Narges Mohammadi 11 times before the
judicial authorities are baseless. As regards the recent accusation of Mrs. Narges
Mohammadi, it should be said that her case is pending in a competent court and has
not resulted in the issuance of a decision. Therefore, the allegation that he was
sentenced to one year in prison is not true.

4. Regarding the medical treatment of the above-mentioned prisoner, it should be
noted that since the beginning of 2022, she has been sent to medical centers outside
the prison more than 20 times, while on several occasions she withdrew from being
treated in such centers when the consequences of such refusals were explained to
her. Mrs. Mohammadi is constantly supervised by a doctor, and if prescribed by the
latter, she would be sent to external specialized and super-specialized medical
centers. It should be noted that at the end of 2021, after administering treatment
measures and introduction to the medical examiner, in the implementation of Article
522 of the Code of Criminal Procedure approved in 2013 and according to the
opinion of the doctor, she was sent out of prison for 2 weeks and was actually
temporarily released by virtue of a stay of prosecution issued by the judicial
authority. After the expiration of the mentioned deadline, the named person and her
lawyer were notified that she should report to the prison. However, the said prisoner
not only did report to the prison at the appointed time, but also abused her medical
furlough for anti-security measures and holding meetings with people with a
criminal record in anti-security issues, including interviews with hostile networks
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and anti-Iranian media for the purpose of demonizing the state and dissemination of
untruths. Therefore, after refusing to comply with the judicial authority's wartant to
return to prison, the mentioned person was arrested by judicial officers during a
meeting which had been convened to incite people to create disturbance and anti-
security measures and later was committed to the place of imprisonment. As is the
case with other convicts and defendants, regardless of the type and title of their
charge, she has easy and quick access to the infirmary and prison physicians round
the clock. In line with Article 137 of the Executive Regulations of the Prisons
Organization and Security and Educational Measures approved in 2021, should
special medical facilities and equipment in prisons be found wanting, inmates could
be sent out of the prison at any hour to pursue their treatment. Therefore, the

allegation of delay in or neglect of treatment is unfounded.

Mrs. Nasreen Sotoudeh

1. Mrs. Sotoudeh has been detained, trialed and convicted for committing actions that
are considered crimes according to the provisions of the Islamic Penal Code,
including carrying out propaganda activities against the state, membership in an
illegal group, publishing false content with the aim of disturbing the public and
disrupting public peace and order. Therefore, the claim that her detention was
arbitrary is baseless.

2. Despite her committing multiple crimes, the judicial authority of the Islamic
Republic of Iran suspended the execution of Ms. Nasreen Sotoudeh's punishment

from July 21, 2021 by applying Islamic compassion and mercy rule and invoking
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Article 522 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. However, during the stay of the
execution, she persisted in committing crimes which led to her apprehension on
October 30, 2023. However, she was released again from prison in less than two
weeks, and is still out of prison in the execution of the aforementioned article.
Also, the execution of her previous punishments has been suspended. It should be
noted that no report of her hunger strike during her detention was received.
Furthermore, the allegation that she was apprehended with violence and ill-

treatment (battery) is baseless and cannot be confirmed.

Ms. Manzar Zarabi

According to the statement of the competent judicial authority, the investigations
did not produce any record of filing a trial case by such individual. Even no
complaint or request for investigation regarding torture or ill-treatment by the
officers has been raised by this person. It goes without saying that in case of her
filing a complaint, the competent judicial authority will handle the requests
according to the provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure, the Islamic Penal
Code and other relevant provisions, including the Law on Honoring Legitimate

Freedoms and Protecting Citizen Rights.
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