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political, social, economic space, guaranteeing the same rights and freedoms with all the
citizens of Azerbaijan regardless of their ethnic, religious, or any other affiliation.®” In ongoing
proceedings before the ICJ, Azerbaijan reiterated that ethnic Armenians have the right to
return to Garabagh, that it hopes ethnic Armenians will return and that ethnic Armenians and
ethnic Azerbaijanis can live side by side in peace, and that it is working to create conditions
in which ethnic Armenians feel safe to return and to live alongside ethnic Azerbaijanis’.

On 2 October 2023, the President of Azerbaijan announced a comprehensive Reintegration
Plan designed to reintegrate ethnic Armenian residents of Garabagh into Azerbaijan's
political, sacial, and economic spheres®. Among other things, the Reintegration Plan
provides the following specific guarantees related to the exercise of cultural, educational,
and religious rights of ethnic Armenians in Azerbaijan:

* The right of residents to preserve and develop their culture and ethno-cultural
peculiarities is guaranteed.

* The freedom of religion and protection of cultural and religious monuments are
guaranteed.

* Opportunities are created for the use of the Armenian language.

* Contacts with representatives of Armenian residents regarding reintegration will be
continued.

Second, Azerbaijan has already taken concrete steps to realize these commitments. For
example, following the 20 September operation, Azerbaijan stationed police near historical,
religious, and cultural monuments in Garabagh—including Christian sites—in order to guard
such sites and ensure they are preserved®.

As detailed in Azerbaijan’s 21 February letter, to ensure compliance with the ICJ's
7 December 2021 Order, the Office of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan previously
issued formal instructions to direct construction crews operating in Garabagh to follow
specific procedures to minimize the risk of damage to cultural heritage sites during

Statement by H.E. Mr. Jeyhun Aziz oglu Bayramov, Minister for Foreign Affairs, at the General Debate of the 77th
session of the UN General Assembly (24 September 2022), available at
https://gadebate.un.org/sites/default/files/gastatements/77/az_en.pdf.

Application of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (Armenia v.
Azerbaijar), CR 2023/22, p. 11, para. 5 (Mammadov).
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religious and cultural monuments”).
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reconstruction activities'®. In addition, Azerbaijan also continues to work to restore safe
access to cultural sites on an equal basis by removing hundreds of thousands of landmines
that Armenia laid during its occupation'’. The security risk remains substantial: so far, more
than 340 Azerbaijani individuals, many of them civilians, have been injured or killed by
landmines in Garabagh'? , and clearing an area once considered “one of the most
contaminated by mines and unexploded ordnance in the world"'? is currently expected to last
decades™.

Third, since the 19 September operation, Azerbaijan has invited international journalists and
neutral international fact-finders to Garabagh to document the situation on the ground and
to confirm that historical, religious, and cultural sites remain protecteds. For example, on 1
October 2023, a UN mission visited Garabagh—the first such visit in decades, since during
its occupation, Armenia consistently blocked official fact-finding by international bodies that
sought to document the destruction of Azerbaijani towns and cultural heritage'®. The 1
October mission consisted of representatives from the UN Refugee Agency, the UN
Children’s Fund, the World Health Organization, and the Food and Agriculture Organization,
as well as a technical team from the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs,
the UN Resident Coordinator's Office, and the UN Department of Safety and Security'.
Notably, the UN mission “saw no damage to civilian public infrastructure, including hospitals,
schools and housing, or to cultural and religious structures.”'®

Leter from the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the UN Office and other International
Organizations in Geneva to Ms. Alexandra Xanthanki, Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights, dated 21
February 2023.
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See, e.g., UNESCO, Report on the Implementation of the Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property
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The UN also confirmed that it expects regular subsequent visits to Garabagh'?, and indeed
a second mission took place from 9 to 10 October 202320, The second UN mission visited
rural areas, including cultural sites, and spoke with Garabagh residents and ICRC
representatives?’.

Ongoing Assessment and Monitoring of Cultural Sites in Garabagh

Azerbaijan continues its recovery and reconstruction efforts in Garabagh, including by
continuing to assess damage caused during Armenia’s occupation, and to record the status
of culturally significant sites across Garabagh. Azerbaijan strongly rejects the allegation that
it has engaged in erasure or falsification of the historical narrative or intentional destruction
of culturally important sites.

Azerbaijan is a proudly multi-cultural State, where more than 50 ethnicities and religions are
represented?2. Azerbaijan celebrates the rich and diverse history that is reflected in the
cultural monuments, artefacts, and sites in its territory. Under Azerbaijan’s domestic law, as
noted above, all such sites are subject to the same protective framework on a non-
discriminatory basis?. As recently as 9 November 2023, Azerbaijan has publicly reaffirmed
its commitment to protecting such sites on an equal basis, “regardless of their secular or
religious origins” 24.

In response to Request No. 2 of the 22 September Communication, Azerbaijan notes that
it continues to assess and collect information on the status of culturally important sites in
Garabagh, including Armenian sites. The condition of specific sites referenced in the
22 September Communication is as detailed below.

= Maiden's Monastery. The Monastery referred to as “Kanach Zam Church’ is
registered as an architectural monument of local importance and is therefore subject
to special protections. As shown in the photographs in Annex 1, during Armenia’s
occupation of Garabagh, the dome of the Monastery was altered, and three new one-
story buildings were constructed nearby the Monastery on its grounds. Contrary to
the allegation set out in the 22 September Communication, the Monastery has not
been converted into a restaurant. In fact, Armenia previously publicly alleged that the
‘parish office” on the Monastery grounds—that is, one of the buildings constructed

1.
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