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 Receipt is hereby acknowledged of the communication [dated 12 May 2023] addressed by 
the United Nations Human Rights Council’s special mechanisms [– the Working Group on 
Arbitrary Detention; the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to 
freedom of opinion and expression; the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights 
defenders and the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers] (ref. AL CHN 
5/2023).  The Chinese Government wishes to make the following reply: 

A. The cases of Xu Zhiyong and Ding Jiaxi  

 China is a country governed by the rule of law. The public security organs handle cases 
in accordance with the law and fully guarantee the basic rights of criminal suspects. Xu 
Zhiyong and Ding Jiaxi are in good physical and mental condition, and the risk of being 
“subjected to torture”, etc., does not exist. 

 The cases of Xu Zhiyong and Ding Jiaxi, each of whom was accused of the crime of 
subversion of State power, were tried in the Intermediate People’s Court of Linyi City, 
Shandong, in accordance with the law. The first instance verdicts were publicly pronounced 
on 10 April 2023, finding Xu Zhiyong guilty of subversion of State power and sentencing 
him to 14 years’ imprisonment and four years’ deprivation of political rights; Ding Jiaxi was 
found guilty of subverting State power and sentenced to 12 years’ imprisonment and three 
years’ deprivation of political rights. 

 During the trial, the Linyi City Intermediate People’s Court established that Xu 
Zhiyong and Ding Jiaxi had developed illegal organizations, advocated subversion of State 
power, and conducted non-violent “colour revolution” training, with the aim of subverting 
State power and overthrowing the socialist system.  Holding meetings to plan ways and 
means of subverting State power seriously endangers national security and social stability, 
and the entirety of their actions constituted the crime of subversion of State power. Based 
on the facts, nature and circumstances of the crimes committed by Xu Zhiyong and Ding 
Jiaxi and their degree of harm to society, the aforementioned judgments were handed down 
in accordance with the law. 

 The Court handled the cases in strict accordance with the law and fully guaranteed all 
the litigation rights enjoyed by Xu Zhiyong and Ding Jiaxi and their defenders in accordance 
with the law. During the first instance trial, the procuratorial authorities and the defenders 
of Xu Zhiyong and Ding Jiaxi each presented relevant evidence; both prosecution and 
defence conducted cross examinations and fully expressed their views under the auspices of 
the Court. Xu Zhiyong’s relatives and some members of the community were in attendance 
at the hearing when the first instance verdicts were pronounced. 

 After sentencing, Xu Zhiyong and Ding Jiaxi lodged an appeal. At present, the Xu 
Zhiyong and Ding Jiaxi cases are in the second instance trial process at the Shandong 
Provincial High People’s Court. 

B. The case of Qin Yongpei 
 China is a country governed by the rule of law. The public security organs handle cases 
in accordance with the law and fully guarantee the basic rights of criminal suspects. Qin 
Yongpei is in good physical and mental condition, and the risk of being “subjected to 
torture”, etc., does not exist. 

 The case of Qin Yongpei, who was accused of inciting subversion of State power, was 
tried at the Intermediate People’s Court in Nanning, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, 
in accordance with the law. The first instance verdict was publicly pronounced on 31 March 
2023, finding him guilty of inciting subversion of State power, and sentencing him to five 
years’ imprisonment and three years’ deprivation of political rights. 

 During the trial, the Nanning Intermediate People’s Court established that Qin 
Yongpei had, by means of disinformation and slander, incited the subversion of State power 
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and the overthrow of the socialist system, and that his actions constituted the crime of 
incitement to subvert State power. Based on the facts, nature and circumstances of the crime 
committed by Qin Yongpei, and its degree of harm to society, the aforementioned judgment 
was handed down in accordance with the law. 

 The Court handled the case in strict accordance with the law and fully guaranteed all 
the litigation rights enjoyed by Qin Yongpei and his defenders in accordance with the law. 
During the first instance trial, the procuratorial authorities presented the relevant evidence; 
both prosecution and defence conducted cross examinations and fully expressed their views 
under the auspices of the Court, and Qin Yongpei made a final statement. Qin Yongpei’s 
relatives and some members of the community were in attendance at the hearing when the 
first instance verdict was pronounced. 

 After sentencing, Qin Yongpei lodged an appeal. At present, the Qin Yongpei case is 
in the second instance trial process at the High People’s Court of Guangxi Zhuang 
Autonomous Region. 

 

————— 
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