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PERMANENT MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF [RAQ TO THE UNITED NATIONS OFFICE
Ref- qu GENEVA
Date: 7 L6 reT

(COURTESY TRANSLATION)

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq to the United Nations Office
and other International Organizations in Geneva, presents its compliments to the
Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights/ Special Procedures Branch, and
with reference its letter dated 21* March 2023, pursuant to Human Rights Council
Resolutions 50/17,44/5,43/4 and 43/16, concerning “The alleged use of excessive
force resulting in the killing and injuring of protesters in the context of December
2022 protest” has the honour to attach herewith the contribution of the
Government of the Republic of Iraq on the above-mentioned topic.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq avails itself of this

opportunity to renew to the Special Procedures Branch, the assurances of its

highest consideration&

Geneva, 07" June 2023

The Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights/ Special
Procedures Branch/ Geneva

Encl: Contribution (2 pages)
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(Translated from Arabic)

Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq to the United Nations
Office at Geneva

Reference: Human Rights/1/289
Date: 7 June 2023

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq to the United Nations
Office and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments
to the Special Procedures Division of the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights and, with reference to its communication of 21
March 2023 regarding serious concerns about alleged human rights violations
committed in the context of the “Tishreen demonstrations”, has the honour to

transmit herewith the response of the Republic of Iraq.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq to the United Nations
Office and Other International Organizations in Geneva takes this opportunity to
convey to the Special Procedures Division of the Office of the United Nations

High Commissioner for Human Rights the assurances of its highest consideration.

Geneva, 7 June 2023

Special Procedures Division, Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, Geneva

HRC/NONE/2023/SP/33
GE.23-14125(E)



GE.23-14125

Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq to the United Nations
Office at Geneva

In response to the joint communication by the Special Rapporteurs
regarding the existence of serious concerns about human rights violations
committed in the context of the Tishreen demonstrations, we wish to provide the
following information, received from the Supreme Judicial Council, the Head of

the Public Prosecution Service and the Human Rights Division:

1. The competent investigative courts were keen to follow up the
cases submitted by demonstrators who were beaten or subjected to
violence and by the families of demonstrators who died as a result of their
participation in the demonstrations, as well as the complaints filed against
demonstrators for attacking government buildings and property or
members of the security services. Priority was given to expediting the
hearing of these cases and giving legal permission for the release of
accused demonstrators on bail after their statements were recorded, while
ensuring that all legal safeguards were provided. Most of these cases have
been investigated, while others are still under consideration, and efforts

are being made to identify the perpetrators of these crimes.

2. The investigations have not established that any local security
officials were involved in killing or injuring demonstrators, or that any of
them instructed the use of excessive force or firearms to disperse the
demonstrators. Most cases of the use of force or firearms were the result
of demonstrators clashing with members of the security services or using
them themselves. However, members of the security services were unable
to avoid the use of force or gunfire to disperse the demonstrators in some

cases.

3. All these investigations met international standards and were
characterized by impartiality and transparency; they were based on the
information provided by demonstrators who had lodged complaints. The
investigating judges and investigative bodies and the investigators and
investigation officers working under them were committed to complete
impartiality and transparency in carrying out these procedures, and did not
take sides between the complainants and the security services. However,
as a result of the failure to identify names and characteristics of the use of
violence against demonstrators, it was decided to close the investigation

in some cases involving unknown perpetrators.



HRC/NONE/2023/SP/33

4, The compensation committees established under the amended Act
on Compensation for Victims of Military Operations and Military Errors
(No. 20 0f2009) received applications submitted by injured demonstrators
and the families of the deceased. These cases were covered by the
provisions of the Act, given that the deaths and injuries suffered were the
result of military errors. The committees issued many decisions in this

regard.

GE.23-14125
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